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W E L C O M E

On behalf of the Department of Pacific Affairs, I am delighted to 
welcome you to the Australian National University for the State 
of the Pacific 2018 (SOTP2018) conference. 
Having changed our name from the State, Society and Governance in Melanesia 
Program in October 2017, this is the first SOTP conference we have hosted as the 
Department of Pacific Affairs (DPA). Our name change did not signal a shift away from 
a focus on Melanesia, but rather it sought to reflect more accurately the geographic 
scope of our research and engagement across the region. The issues to be 
addressed at this year’s conference represent that scope and focus. 

As a showcase for research on the Pacific region, SOTP aims to bring together 
academics, policy makers, civil society representatives, business leaders and 
the media to present on, discuss and debate current issues of interest concerning the Pacific Islands region. SOTP2018 
presents the findings of research conducted by, and perspectives of, panellists from across these sectors. They will generate 
conversations on some of the most pressing issues that occupy us all.  

We are especially delighted to welcome Pacific Islands Forum Secretary General Dame Meg Taylor to the Australian National 
University (ANU) to deliver the keynote address at this year’s conference. We are grateful for her travelling to Canberra in 
what has been a very busy time for the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat. We’re also delighted to welcome colleagues from 
the University of the South Pacific in this year which marks the 50th anniversary its foundation.  ANU (and DPA in particular) 
deeply values its relationship with USP.

Since the last SOTP conference, DPA has initiated new research, progressed ongoing research and completed major 
research projects. All of this research has involved – from inception to publication – collaboration with individuals and 
organisations from across the region.  Much of that research will be presented at SOTP2018, and we are excited to see so 
many of our research partners here in Canberra. From the opening session to the last, this symposium aims to give a voice to 
Pacific Islanders on their own terms.

We also welcome the participation of two women leaders from PNG; Carol Yawing, Councillor for Ward 2, Lae Urban LLG 
and Ms Angela Nelson, Women’s Representative Milne Bay Provincial Assembly & Alotau District Development Authority, who 
have participated in activities delivered by DPA under the Pacific Women-funded Papua New Guinea Women in Leadership 
Support Program (WiLSP). The goal of the WiLSP is to help prospective women candidates in PNG elections to develop and 
conduct competitive election campaigns. The program is providing DPA with new opportunities to apply research-based 
knowledge to support women leaders in PNG and to learn from their experiences about the challenges they face. 

SOTP is funded by the Australian Government through the Pacific Research Program (PRP). The PRP, launched in October 
2017, is a consortium led by DPA and including the ANU’s Development Policy Centre (Devpolicy) and the Lowy Institute. 
Co-funded by DFAT and the consortium partners’ parent bodies, the PRP is a four-year program designed to be a globally 
pre-eminent centre of excellence for research on the Pacific. The first year of the PRP has provided many opportunities to 
strengthen collaboration between the consortium partners, and we are excited to see our colleagues from Devpolicy and 
Lowy Institute presenting in the conference. 

We look forward to spending the next three days with you and welcome your contributions to the discussions. 

Nicole Haley 
Associate Professor and Head of DPA 
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G E N E R A L  I N F O R M A T I O N

Venue
The conference will be held in HC Coombs Lecture Theatre 
(Building 9), Fellows Road, Australian National University 
(ANU), and Hedley Bull Centre Lecture Theatre 1 (Building 
130), Garran Road, ANU. A full ANU campus map can be 
found at anu.edu.au/maps or download the mobile app, Lost 
on Campus.

Getting to the conference venue
By taxi
To book a taxi, phone one of the cab services:

Taxi Company Phone Number

ACT Cabs 6280 007
Canberra Elite 13 22 27 or SMS your name, pick up 

address and time to be collected to 0481 
072 700

Cabxpress 1300 222 977
Silver Service 133 100

13WATS - Wheelchair Accessible Taxis  - Phone 
ahead on 139 287 to arrange service. Please note that all 
wheelchair bookings must be made through this telephone 
number rather than those above, using the service 13WATS 
(13wats.com.au).

Irrespective of the company you use, the cost of a one-
way taxi journey between the Canberra Airport and Hedley 
Bull Building will be in the vicinity of AU $35–$40 in light to 
moderate traffic — the fare is likely to be higher if the journey 
is taken between 2100 and 0600 or during morning and 
afternoon peak hours.

By bus

The Airport Express shuttle bus offers airport-city-
airport services daily during peak periods. Other stops 
include Russell Offices (Department of Defence), National 
Convention Centre and YHA (Canberra City Youth Hostel). 
Cost is AU$12 one way and $20 return. Tickets can be 
purchased at the airport from the car park customer service 
office located opposite the bus stop or can be pre-booked 
at www.rideondemand.com.au or by calling 1300 368 897. 
The bus stop is located kerbside upon exiting the arrivals hall 
of the airport. For the Hedley Bull Building, get off the Airport 
Shuttle Service on West Row in the city centre. From there, 
take the number 3 local (Action) bus service (platform 7) or 
the number 7 Action bus service (platform 5) to Liversidge 
St, ANU. These local services depart roughly every half hour. 

Information on Canberra buses can be found at: http://www.
transport.act.gov.au

Alternatively, you can walk from West Row in the city 
centre to the Hedley Bull Building, which will take roughly 
15 minutes.

Parking

On–campus pay parking is from 8:00am–5:00pm, Monday 
to Friday. On–campus parking is free on Saturday and 
Sunday. There are a number of carparks along Garran Road. 
For further information on parking locations please see: 
https://services.anu.edu.au/campus-environment/transport-
parking/parking-options-on-acton-campus. Please take care 
to read the signs carefully and be sure to only park in allotted 
car spaces marked ‘Pay as You Go’ or ‘Pay and Display’ 
zones.

Stay in Touch
For updates on activities at the Department of Pacific Affairs, 
sign up to our mailing list via the link on the homepage of 
our website dpa.bellschool.anu.edu.au.

Like us on our Facebook page  
www.facebook.com/DeparmentofPacificAffairs/

Follow us on twitter 
@anudpa #SOTP2018
WiFi

WiFi is available in Coombs Lecture Theatre and Hedley Bull 
Centre Lecture Theatres for conference attendees. Login 
details will be provided upon registration at the conference. 
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  W H A T ’ S  H A P P E N I N G  D U R I N G  
        S T A T E  O F  T H E  P A C I F I C  2 0 1 8 ? 

Tok Pisin Online Course 
demonstration 
Monday 10 September in Hedley Bull 1 
12.45pm
ANU has taken another step toward driving Australia’s 
engagement and understanding of its neighbours by 
developing an online language course for Tok Pisin, one 
of PNG’s official languages.

The online course will launch in Semester 1 2019 and 
marks another milestone for the ANU College of Asia & 
the Pacific (CAP) in offering languages not widely taught 
at Australian universities.

Development of the Tok Pisin course has been led 
by the CAP Digital Education Service team, which is 
currently implementing six online language courses – 
Hindi, Sanskrit, Tetum, Thai, Tibetan and Vietnamese – 
in partnership with Open Universities Australia.

The Digital Education Service team is led by Grazia 
Scotellaro, who has developed language teaching 
in blended and online formats at ANU for more than 
10 years. 

Jenny Homerang, Tok Pisin teacher and a PhD 
candidate at the ANU School of Culture, History & 
Language, and Grazia will provide a demonstration of 
the Tok Pisin course, as developed thus far. 

Once available, information about how to enrol 
in Tok Pisin at ANU will be accessible at our 
languages homepage.

Lowy Institute Pacific  
Aid Map demonstration 
Tuesday 11 September in Hedley Bull 1 
12.45pm
The Lowy Institute Pacific Aid Map is an 
online analytical tool designed to enhance 
aid effectiveness in the Pacific by improving 
coordination, alignment, and accountability of 
foreign aid through enhanced transparency of aid flows. The Pacific Aid Map team has collected data on close to 
13,000 projects in 14 countries supplied by 62 donors from 2011 onwards. All data has been made freely available 
on this interactive platform, allowing users to investigate and manipulate the information in a variety of ways. 

The Lowy Institute Pacific Aid Map will be updated on an annual basis for at least 2019, 2020, and 2021. 

The Lowy Institute’s Jonathan Pryke will provide a demonstration of the Pacific Aid Map. 

Photos from the Field 
Through PhD fieldwork and participation in student 
mobility courses, such as those supported under 

the Australian Government’s New Colombo 
Plan, ANU students engage deeply with people 
and communities across the region. Check out 
photos taken by ANU students during fieldwork 
in the Pacific displayed in the Hedley Bull Atrium 

during SOTP2018. 
The display includes photos taken by: Meabh Cryan, 

Daniel Evans, Shaun Gessler, Darja Hoenigman, 
Oliver Lilford, Theresa Meki, David Oakeshott, 

Lauren Reed, Hanna Selesele, Almah Tararia and 
Elizabeth Underwood.
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 Monday 10 September

9.00am Coombs LT

Welcome to Country 
Aunty Violet Sheridan

Welcome to ANU 
Professor Michael Wesley 
Dean, College of Asia and the Pacific

Opening Remarks

Keynote Address  
Dame Meg Taylor DBE 
Secretary General, Pacific Islands Forum

Discussion

Chair: 
James Batley 
Distinguished Policy Fellow, Department of Pacific Affairs

10.30am Morning Tea (Hedley Bull Atrium)

11.00am Coombs LT

Creating Options and Supporting 
Choices in Responding to Family and 
Domestic Violence

Convenors: 
Judy Putt & Miranda Forsyth

Hedley Bull 1 LT

Labour Mobility: Learn from the Past, 
Look to the Future

Convenor: 
Rochelle Bailey

12.30pm Lunch (Hedley Bull Atrium)

Tok Pisin online language course demonstration (Hedley Bull 1 LT)

1.30pm Coombs LT

Pacific Resilience: 
Broadening the Agenda

Convenors: 
Meg Keen & Julien Barbara

Hedley Bull 1 LT

Leadership at the Local Level: 
Women’s Political Participation 
in PNG

Convenor: 
Nicole Haley

3.00pm Afternoon Tea (Hedley Bull Atrium)

3.30pm Coombs LT

Celebrating 50 Years of the  
University of the South Pacific 

Convenor:  
Sandra Tarte 

Hedley Bull 1 LT

Managing Constituency Development  
Funds in Solomon Islands & PNG 

Convenor:  
Colin Wiltshire 

5.30-7:00pm Conference Reception 
ANU University House Great Hall

Remarks: 
Professor Toni Erskine 
Director, Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs
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 Tuesday 11 September

9.00am Coombs LT

Biketawa Plus What? The Future  
of Regional Security Cooperation  
in the Pacific 

Convenor:  
James Batley

Hedley Bull 1 LT

The 2017 PNG National General Election

Convenor:  
Nicole Haley

10.30am Morning Tea (Hedley Bull Atrium)

11.00am Coombs LT

Young People, the State and  
Development in Melanesia

Convenor:  
Dan Evans

Hedley Bull 1 LT

Referenda in the Pacific:  
New Caledonia & Bougainville

Convenor:  
Stewart Firth 

12.30pm Lunch (Hedley Bull Atrium)

Mapping Foreign Aid in the Pacific 
Lowy Institute Pacific Aid Map demonstration (Hedley Bull 1 LT)

1.30pm Coombs LT

Women’s Economic Empowerment  
and Gender Equality in the Pacific 

Convenors:  
Kerryn Baker & Meg Keen

Hedley Bull 1 LT

Pacific Criminology 

Convenor:  
Sinclair Dinnen

3.00pm Afternoon Tea (Hedley Bull Atrium)

3.30-5.00pm Coombs LT

The Little Red Podcast: Beyond the China Syndrome

Convenors:  
Graeme Smith & Louisa Lim
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 Wednesday 12 September

9.00am Coombs LT

Writing the Pacific

Convenor:  
Gordon Peake 

Hedley Bull 1 LT

Resource Management in the Pacific 

Convenor:  
Sinclair Dinnen

10.30am Morning Tea (Hedley Bull Atrium)

11.00am Coombs LT

Reporting the Pacific

Convenor:  
Graeme Smith 

China in the World LT

PNG: the Economy and Decentralisation

Convenor:  
Matt Dornan

12.30pm Coombs LT

Closing Panel: Big Issues in the Pacific

George Carter, PhD Candidate, Department of Pacific Affairs, ANU

Mele Fakatouato Mangisi, Masters Scholar, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU 

Bal Kama, PhD Candidate, College of Law, ANU

Myjolynne Kim, PhD Candidate, DPA, ANU

1.10pm Lunch (Hedley Bull Atrium)
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K E Y N O T E

Dame Meg Taylor DBE, Secretary 
General, Pacific Islands Forum
Dame Meg Taylor is a Papua New Guinean 
lawyer and diplomat. She studied at the 
University of PNG, received her Bachelor of 
Laws from the University of Melbourne and her 
Master of Laws from Harvard University. She 
practiced law with the PNG Office of the Public 
Solicitor and in the private sector, and served as 
a member of the PNG Constitutional and Law 
Reform Commission. She was Ambassador 
of Papua New Guinea (PNG) to the United States, Mexico and Canada in 
Washington, DC and later worked at the World Bank Group for 15 years. In 
August 2014, she was appointed Secretary General to the Pacific Islands Forum 
(PIF), and was reappointed for a second three-year term in 2017. Dame Meg is 
also Pacific Ocean Commissioner.
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A B S T R A C T S  A N D  S P E A K E R S 

Regional Issues
Labour Mobility: Learn from the Past, Look to the Future
Through discussion of new investments and engagement, and presentation of new and long-term research, this session 
will explore opportunities and challenges for enhancing labour mobility in the Pacific. Through three new Australian-funded 
initiatives: the Pacific Labour Facility, the Pacific Labour Scheme and the Australia-Pacific Training Coalition, Australia is 
increasing its support for Pacific labour mobility. This session will provide introductions to those investments and hear 
findings of current research with direct implications for their implementation and possible outcomes. In particular, the findings 
of an exercise to map the origins of ni-Vanuatu workers participating in both the Australian Seasonal Worker Program and 
New Zealand’s Recognised Seasonal Employer Scheme will be presented, as will research on different models governing 
labour mobility in labour sending countries. An update on a 10-year longitudinal study of the social and economic impacts of 
participation in the RSE scheme will also be presented.

Speakers: Rochelle Bailey (Chair), Research Fellow, DPA, ANU

Jane Bastin-Sikimeti, Director, Pacific Labour Mobility, DFAT

Stephen Howes, Director of the Development Policy Centre, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

Julie Rereman, Employment Service Unit, Department of Labour and Employment Service Unit, Vanuatu

Pacific Resilience: Broadening the Agenda
This panel will take a critical look at the practical implementation of programs and policies aimed at boosting resilience in the 
Pacific Islands, and in particular measures that build the capacity of systems, communities and institutions to survive, adapt 
and prosper despite considerable environmental, economic and social challenges. How have these programs strengthened, 
and at times transformed, the dynamic systems in which they operate? When has there been resistance and when support? 
Speakers will explore what underpins successful initiatives associated with urban human settlements, capacity-building 
programs, and rural and agricultural systems, critically examining how flagship programs in the Pacific Islands, and further 
afield, can help shape future pathways for stronger and more resilient societies.

Chair: Meg Keen, Senior Policy Fellow, DPA, ANU

Speakers: Bryant Allen, Honorary Associate Professor, DPA, ANU

David Sanderson, Inaugural Judith Neilson Chair, Faculty of Built Environment, UNSW

Fremden Shadrack, Team Leader, Vanuatu Skills Partnership

Celebrating 50 Years of the University of the South Pacific
After 50 years as the premier university of the Pacific Islands region, the University of the South Pacific (USP) has achieved 
much and is now one of the regions’ most successful organisations. This panel will briefly consider USP’s leading 
achievements, and then critically reflect on what the future holds and how the institution can maximise its value to the region. 
It promises to be a lively and insightful look not only at USP’s future, but possible future pathways for tertiary education in the 
South Pacific. The panel will be chaired by one of USP’s highly respected academics, Associate Professor Sandra Tarte, and 
draw on the considerable wisdom of USP academics.

Chair: Sandra Tarte, Head of the School of Government, Development and International Affairs, USP

Speakers: Glenn Finau, PhD Candidate, School of Business, USP

Stewart Firth, Fellow, DPA, ANU

Joeli Veitayaki, Head of the School of Marine Studies, Faculty of Science, Technology and Environment, USP
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Biketawa Plus What? The Future of Regional Security Cooperation in the 
Pacific
The Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) was conducted under the auspices of the Pacific Islands 
Forum’s Biketawa Declaration, agreed in 2000. According to the PIF, the Biketawa Declaration ‘outlines guiding principles for 
good governance and courses of action for a regional response to crises in the region’. Following the conclusion of RAMSI 
in mid-2017, Pacific leaders asked the question: where do we go now on regional security cooperation? In turn, this raised 
questions such as: What lessons have we learned from RAMSI? What does ‘security’ mean in a Pacific Islands context and 
how should regional cooperation in the area of security develop and evolve? These issues (given the shorthand of ‘Biketawa 
Plus’) were expected to figure prominently on the agenda of the annual PIF summit in Nauru in September 2018. Meanwhile, 
Australia’s Foreign Policy White Paper, issued in November 2017, declared an ambition ‘to integrate Pacific countries into … 
our security institutions’; a new Australia Pacific Security College was announced in the White Paper although the details of 
this initiative remain sketchy. What is the future of security cooperation in the Pacific Islands in an era of strategic flux in the 
region? Can Australia maintain its self-declared role as ‘the natural partner of choice’ for Pacific Island countries?

Chair: James Batley, Distinguished Policy Fellow, DPA, ANU

Speakers: Stewart Firth, Fellow, DPA, ANU

Steven Ratuva, Director, Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies & Professor, Department of Anthropology and 
Sociology, University of Canterbury

Sandra Tarte, Head of the School of Government, Development and International Affairs, USP

The Little Red Podcast: Beyond the China Syndrome
China’s ‘influence’ in the Pacific region has hit the mainstream, recently featuring in a 60 Minutes documentary called The 
China Syndrome, which warned that the Luganville wharf in Vanuatu, built with a concessional loan from the Export-Import 
Bank of China (or China Exim Bank), ‘could leave Australia’s east coast open to a military attack’. In this session, recorded 
as a live episode of the Little Red Podcast with former NPR and BBC correspondent Louisa Lim, Pacific scholars and 
media practitioners will discuss the reality behind the noise. The session will drill down on specific controversies—Huawei’s 
aborted Pacific cable, the alleged plan for a military base in Vanuatu—and flesh out new trends in China’s aid, investment and 
migration in the region, including those flagged by the Lowy Institute’s new map of Chinese Aid in the Pacific. The session will 
provide historical context to current tensions and address the largely untouched question—what does the Pacific make of all 
this fuss?

Chairs: Graeme Smith, Fellow, DPA, ANU & Louisa Lim, Senior Lecturer, Centre for Advancing Journalism, University 
of Melbourne

Speakers: Nicola Baker, Senior Lecturer and Director of the Diplomacy and International Affairs Programme, School of 
Government, Development and International Affairs, USP

Patrick Matbob, Lecturer, Department of Communication Arts, Divine Word University

Dan McGarry, Media Director, Vanuatu Daily Post

Jonathan Pryke, Director, Pacific Islands Program, the Lowy Institute

Pacific Criminology
Research into crime and justice in the Pacific Islands region over the past few decades has largely lacked explicit 
engagement with the discipline of criminology. As a result, new criminological insights in relation to crime, violence 
and insecurity have not been systematically considered in the Pacific context; nor have Pacific-generated insights into 
crime and justice informed broader disciplinary developments. This panel marks a new initiative to make connections 
between criminology theory as it has been developing in both the Global North and – increasingly – the Global South and 
developments in the Pacific, particularly Melanesia. The panel will identify and discuss some of the major themes and 
priorities that could underpin Pacific criminology, drawing on several ongoing criminological research projects. It will address 
questions such as (1) How are categories of crime developed and responded to in the region?; (2) What sources of insecurity 
exist in the region and how are these changing?; and (3) Who are the providers of security and justice in the region and how 
is this achieved?

Chair: Sinclair Dinnen, Senior Fellow, DPA, ANU 

Speakers: Miranda Forsyth, Associate Professor, Centre for Restorative Justice, School of Regulation and Global 
Governance (RegNet), ANU

Fiona Hukula, Program Leader Senior Research Fellow, Building Safer Communities Program, Research Division, PNG 
National Research Institute

Vanessa Stone, Federal Agent and Operational Policing Advisor, Australian Federal Police
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Resource Management in the Pacific
Against a global backdrop of high demand and growing scarcity, resource management is a key challenge in PNG and 
the Pacific Islands region. This is accentuated by the growing number of external actors in search of land-based and 
maritime resources, as well as by the heavy reliance of local communities, governments and economies on natural resource 
extraction. This panel will examine issues of access, distribution of benefits and resource security across different scales, 
drawing on examples from both maritime and land-based resource management.

Chair: Sinclair Dinnen, Senior Fellow, DPA, ANU

Speakers: Colin Filer, Honorary Professor, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

Genevieve Quirk, PhD Candidate in Law, Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security, University 
of Wollongong

Joeli Veitayaki, Head of the School of Marine Studies, Faculty of Science, Technology and Environment, USP

People and Communities
Creating Options and Supporting Choices in Responding to Family and 
Domestic Violence
For many women living in the Pacific, relationships, resilience and creativity underpin their strategies in addressing the 
cross-cutting challenges they experience. Family violence is a significant compounding factor, as surveys estimate that up 
to two-thirds of women living in the Pacific have faced some form of violence in their lives. This seemingly intractable level of 
gender based violence is being addressed through legal and policy instruments that seek to promote human rights, gender 
equity and empowerment. A number of specialist services have emerged over the past 15 years, but both mainstream and 
specialist services are weakened by a range of structural governance constraints. The mainstay of women’s strategies and 
responses to violence remain their own informal coping strategies. A fine-grained understanding of how women cope in 
situations of domestic violence; the structural and personal constraints that affect their help-seeking; and the likely sources 
of intervention and protection is therefore necessary. The session on gender-based violence will focus on four in-depth 
qualitative research projects in Melanesia that have directly asked and discussed with women and other key stakeholders 
their experiences of domestic violence and their perspectives on all forms of assistance and support they have received. In 
addition to short overviews of the projects, there will be a panel discussion based on the research findings.

Chair: Judy Putt, Research Fellow, DPA, ANU

Speakers: Mary Aisi, Deputy Head of Department, Department of Communication & Development Studies, University 
of Technology

Miranda Forsyth, Associate Professor, Centre for Restorative Justice, RegNet, ANU

Dora Kuir-Ayius, Lecturer in Social Work, School of Humanities and Social Sciences, University of PNG

Tracey Newbury, Director, Gender, Pacific and Capacity Support Section, Gender Equality Branch, DFAT

Anouk Ride, Solomon Islands-based researcher and writer

Michelle Rooney, Research Fellow, Development Policy Centre, ANU

Young People, the State and Development in Melanesia
While there is increasing recognition of the primacy of youth as a development issue across Melanesia, surprisingly little 
attention has been paid to young people as a collective, including within the literature. This panel proposes to examine 
contemporary youth development efforts focusing on Solomon Islands and PNG. State–youth interactions and participation 
will be assessed across the national, sub-national and local levels. The panel will explore the state–youth relationship, looking 
at how young people experience government and politics, the role that they play in decision-making and where entry points 
for greater youth engagement might exist in formal and informal governance systems.

Speakers: Dan Evans (Chair), PhD Candidate, DPA, ANU

Anouk Ride, Solomon Islands-based researcher and writer

Barbra Thomas, PNG Projects Coordinator, Institute for Human Security and Social Change, La Trobe University
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Women’s Economic Empowerment and Gender Equality in the Pacific
Women make a huge contribution to Pacific economies, through formal, informal, subsistence and domestic labour and 
activities. Yet many women are largely economically invisible and vulnerable. Across the Pacific region, women are less likely 
than men to be employed in the formal sector, and in general earn less money than men. Access to key resources, such 
as land, can be very limited for women. This panel will examine the challenges of women’s economic empowerment in the 
Pacific: efforts to ensure marketplaces in rural and urban areas are safe, productive and inclusive working environments 
for vendors (who are predominantly women) through the Markets for Changes – Fiji, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu Project; 
research into the link between women’s economic empowerment and violence against women and how to improve women’s 
economic agency and economic security without compromising their personal safety; and how women’s economic 
empowerment issues intersect with other key gender equality challenges.

Chair: Kerryn Baker, Research Fellow, DPA, ANU

Speakers: Sandra Bernklau, Technical Specialist Markets for Change, UN Women Fiji Multi-Country Office

Richard Eves, Senior Fellow, DPA, ANU

Mele Fakatouato Mangisi, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

Pauline Soaki, former Director, Women’s Development Division, Ministry of Women, Youth, Children and Family Affairs, 
Solomon Islands.

Writing the Pacific
‘I am not a travel writer; I am a serious researcher’ huffs one of the Australian characters in Regis Tove Stella’s Mata Sara 
(Crooked Eyes), his novel of dislocation and disconnection set amongst Papua New Guineans in the Sydney of the early 90s.

Much writing about the contemporary Pacific is of the ‘serious researcher’ variety, written for specialist audiences in 
academia and government. But there are other ways of writing about the Pacific too. Novels, poetry and narrative non-fiction 
are among the other genres that offer different voices, perspectives and textures. Over the last few years there has been a 
mini-boom in Pacific writing that presents a dappled, identifiably human set of lived experiences. It is not all good news. Many 
publishers remain skittish about books and articles on the region out of concern that there is limited public interest.

This session will bring together novelists, poets and non-fiction writers to explore the many ways in which we can write 
the Pacific.

Chair: Gordon Peake, Visiting Fellow, RegNet, ANU

Speakers: Drusilla Modjeska, Novelist and Writer

Michelle Rooney, Research Fellow, Development Policy Centre (Devpolicy), ANU

Steven Winduo, Director, Division of Literature and English Communication, UPNG

Reporting the Pacific
This session will bring together Pacific- and Australian-based journalists and editors to discuss the state of media in the 
Pacific and ask the question—what makes a good Pacific story? Australian-based journalists will address the challenge of 
securing support for Pacific stories from their bosses and the related problem of building greater knowledge of the Pacific 
among the Australian public. Pacific-based journalists will discuss the challenges posed by in-country reporting, from 
censorship to the global shift away from traditional media to digital content. What opportunities do these changes open 
up for the Pacific to be reported on its own terms? The session will also explore how the media is increasingly seen as a 
component of soft power and public diplomacy, and whether such government-backed efforts are likely to be effective.

Chair: Graeme Smith, Fellow, DPA, ANU

Panellists: Stefan Armbruster, Brisbane-based correspondent, SBS World News

Jo Chandler, Melbourne-based journalist and writer, and Editor, Centre for Advancing Journalism, University of Melbourne

Dan Flitton, Managing Editor, The Interpreter, Lowy Institute

Jemima Garrett, Sydney-based freelance journalist

Patrick Matbob, Lecturer, Department of Communication Arts, Divine Word University

Dan McGarry, Media Director, Vanuatu Daily Post
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National Politics and Development
Leadership at the Local Level: Women’s Political Participation in PNG 
While there is a relatively large body of research on women’s participation in national-level politics in PNG, comparatively 
little is known about the experience of women in sub-national politics. Research tells us that for women candidates 
in Melanesia, being deeply connected to their constituents, having the support of male leaders and strong networks 
throughout their electorate, and having established a reputation as someone who can deliver benefits for the community 
are critically important to performing well in national elections. But are these same factors key determinants of women 
candidates’ electoral performances in local level elections? And are they the factors that see women appointed as women’s 
representatives on political assemblies? Are there other factors that are important? This session will hear lessons learned 
and personal experiences concerning women’s leadership at the local level in PNG. What challenges do women candidates 
face and how do they overcome them? Does experience at the local level build a pathway to leadership at the national level? 
Outside of formal politics, how do women collaborate and negotiate to have a voice in the public domain?  

Speakers: Nicole Haley, Head of Department, DPA, ANU (Chair)

Almah Tararia, PhD Candidate, DPA, ANU

Councillor Carol Yawing, Ward 2, Lae Urban LLG, Morobe Province, PNG

Managing Constituency Development Funds in Solomon Islands and PNG
Public funds allocated to Members of Parliament to spend in their electorates can be referred to as constituency development 
funds (CDFs). In Solomon Islands and PNG, CDFs have risen to internationally unprecedented levels. However, there is very 
little publicly-available information on how CDFs are managed in practice and their impact on local development. This session 
brings together researchers and practitioners with considerable experience working directly with CDFs. Two researchers will 
present new findings from recent case study fieldwork in Solomon Islands on how CDFs are utilised on the ground and their 
impact on community development. Another presenter from PNG will reflect on her experience as a women’s representative 
on prominent CDF committees at district and provincial levels. Speakers will offer different perspectives on how CDFs are 
managed, as well as their political and development implications.

Chair: James Batley, Distinguished Policy Fellow, DPA, ANU

Speakers: Tony Hiriasia, School of Government, Development and International Affairs, USP

Angela Nelson, Women’s Representative Milne Bay Provincial Assembly & Alotau District Development Authority, PNG

Colin Wiltshire, Research Fellow, DPA, ANU

The 2017 PNG National General Election 
In June and July 2017, PNG conducted its 9th general elections since independence. The PNG Electoral Commission’s 
slogan for the 2017 election was ‘Your choice, protect the democracy: Think, Own and Vote Now!’ This panel will offer 
reflections on the elections, based on the findings of the ANU’s observation of the elections, which involved 224 domestic 
observers, and an observation led by Transparency International PNG (TIPNG). It will examine the extent to which PNG 
citizens owned their votes and exercised choice in the election. It will consider how decentralisation of electoral administration 
influenced the nature of elections across the country. Panelists will also consider the broader implications the 2017 elections 
for democracy in PNG. 

Speakers: Nicole Haley, Head of Department, DPA, ANU (Chair)

Arianne Kassman, Executive Director, Transparency International PNG 

Barbra Thomas, PNG Projects Coordinator, Institute for Human Security and Social Change, La Trobe University
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Referenda in the Pacific
The decolonisation of Melanesia, in the opinion of many in New Caledonia and Bougainville, is not yet over.

New Caledonia will go to the polls in an independence referendum due to take place on 4 November 2018. The electorate is 
limited to those with longstanding ties to the territory, and the outcome of the referendum remains uncertain. The referendum 
question has been decided, but what will follow it – whatever the outcome – remains to be seen.

Bougainville confronts an uncertain future. The 2001 peace agreement between Bougainville and PNG promised 
Bougainvilleans a say on their political status, and the independence referendum is due to take place in 2019. The PNG and 
Bougainville governments have reached agreement on arrangements for the referendum but divisive issues remain, above all 
on whether mining should resume at Panguna or not.

This session examines these two upcoming referenda on future political status in the Pacific Islands.

Chair: Stewart Firth, Fellow, DPA, ANU

Speakers: Denise Fisher, Europa Visiting Fellow, Centre for European Studies, ANU

Nic MacLellan, Journalist and Researcher in the Pacific Islands

Thiago Oppermann, Research Fellow, DPA, ANU

Anthony Regan, Fellow, DPA, ANU

PNG: The Economy and Decentralisation
This session presents research jointly undertaken by ANU and UPNG researchers as part of the ANU-UPNG partnership 
supported by the Australian aid program.

Every year a combined ANU-UPNG team of economists produces an annual PNG economic survey. This year’s survey 
focuses on trade policies and private sector perspectives of the economy, in the context of the ongoing economic slowdown. 
The survey will be presented by Mr Nelson Atip Nema, Lecturer in the Division of Economics in the UPNG School of Business 
and Public Policy, and Prof. Stephen Howes, Director of the Development Policy Centre in the ANU Crawford School of 
Public Policy.

The session will also feature research into decentralisation and District Development Authorities (DDAs) undertaken by Mr 
Emmanuel Gorea, Head of the Public Policy Management Division, Dr Lawrence Sause, Deputy Dean of the School of 
Business and Public Policy, and Dr Lhawang Ugyel, Visiting Lecturer at UPNG and Visiting Fellow with Devpolicy. The authors 
apply a ‘meta-governance’ approach to the analysis of decentralisation and DDAs.

Chair: Matthew Dornan, Deputy Director, Devpolicy, ANU

Speakers: Stephen Howes, Director of the Development Policy Centre, Crawford School of Public Policy, ANU

Nelson Atip Nema, Lecturer in the Division of Economics, School of Business and Public Policy, UPNG 

Dr Lhawang Ugyel, Visiting Lecturer at UPNG and Visiting Fellow with the Development Policy Centre.
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B I O G R A P H I E S  ( A - Z )

Mary Aisi
Mary Aisi, a long term resident of Lae city, was head of the PNG University of Technology Department of Communication 
and Development Studies until commencing her PhD in 2018. She holds a Diploma in Teaching and B.Ed from University of 
Goroka and a Masters of Communication Studies from PNG University of Technology specializing in development and media 
communication. Her Master’s thesis investigated strategic communications planning in political campaign communication 
and developed a framework to assist women contesting elections. She has extensive teaching and community leadership 
experience. In 2015–16 she was the Vice President of Women Arise PNG, a movement against violence against women and 
girls. She is President of the National Academic Staff Association at PNG University of Technology.

Bryant Allen
Dr Bryant Allen was born in New Zealand in 1944 and attended primary and secondary school there. He earned a BA degree 
from Massey University in 1965 and a Master’s degree with 1st class honours in 1969. His thesis was a study of development 
on the island of Mangaia, Cook Islands. In 1970 he was a tutor at Flinders University School of Social Sciences, Adelaide and 
in 1971 he became a PhD Scholarship in the Department of Human Geography, Research School of Pacific Studies, ANU.

Stefan Armbruster
Stefan Armbruster is the Brisbane-based correspondent for SBS World News, reporting on Queensland and sometimes 
the Pacific.  He was born in Germany, grew up in Australia, and worked for a decade in London for the BBC and other 
broadcasters. Since joining SBS in 2007, he has won a number of national radio and television media awards for his coverage 
of Aboriginal, Torres Strait Islander, Pacific, environment and multicultural issues.

Nelson Atip Nema
Nelson Atip Nema is a Lecturer in Economics at the University of PNG. He worked for the PNG Internal Revenue Commission 
from 2005 to 2012, and has a Masters in Economics from the University of Tsukuba, Japan.

Rochelle Bailey
Dr Rochelle Bailey joined DPA as a Research Fellow to work on labour migration issues. Rochelle has conducted over ten 
years of ethnographic research on Pacific labour mobility while researching New Zealand’s Recognised Seasonal Employer 
Scheme. Rochelle has worked on politics, intergovernmental relationships, regionalism, economics, social change, and 
migration issues in the Pacific since 2004. Since joining DPA, Rochelle has continued her research with her New Zealand 
and ni-Vanuatu participants alongside participants involved in Australia’s Seasonal Worker Program. She has collaborated 
with Roannie Ng Shiu to undertake research examining the ways in which seasonal labour mobility can contribute to 
recovery from natural disasters through remittances derived from participation in labour schemes. Bailey is co-convenor of 
undergraduate course Pacific Encounters: An Introduction to Pacific Studies.

Kerryn Baker
Dr Kerryn Baker is a Research Fellow in Pacific Politics with DPA. Her PhD thesis, submitted in 2014, examined campaigns 
for parliamentary gender quotas in the Pacific Islands region, with case studies in Sãmoa, PNG, Bougainville and the French 
Pacific territories. Her main research interests are electoral politics and electoral reform in Melanesia and the broader Pacific 
Islands region. Her research has a particular focus on women’s political representation, and she has conducted research 
on legislative measures to increase women’s representation, as well as the campaign strategies of women candidates 
in elections.

Nicola Baker
Dr Nicola (Nikki) Baker is a Senior Lecturer in the School of Government, Development, and International Affairs at the 
University of the South Pacific and Coordinator of its Graduate Studies in Diplomacy and International Affairs programme. 
She has a BA and MA in Politics from the University of Auckland and an MA and PhD in Strategic Studies and International 
Relations from the ANU. Prior to joining USP in 2012, she taught at the University of New South Wales at the Australian 
Defence Force Academy and the Australian Command and Staff College. Her research publications include the co-authored 
Making Sense of War: Strategy for the 21st Century (Cambridge University Press, 2006) and ‘New Zealand and Australia in 
Pacific Regionalism’ in Fry and Tarte eds., The New Pacific Diplomacy, ANU Press, 2016. She is presently expanding on a 
recent piece written for East Asia Forum entitled ‘Aid, Influence and Strategic Anxiety in the Pacific’.
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Julien Barbara 
Dr Julien Barbara is a Senior Policy Fellow with the DPA. His research explores issues around governance and political 
participation with respect to democracy and development in the Pacific. He has worked on Pacific policy issues for over 15 
years, including a significant focus on Solomon Islands. Julien has managed a number of large-scale research projects on 
sensitive public policy issues in Solomon Islands, including elections, land reform and urbanisation. From 2010-12 he lived 
in Solomon Islands in his capacity as Director of the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) Machinery of 
Government program, in which capacity he worked closely with national and provincial governments. From 2013 to 2016 he 
was Convenor of the Centre for Democratic Institutions, managing a large-scale research and development program focused 
on political governance issues in the Pacific.

Jane Bastin-Sikimeti
Jane Bastin-Sikimeti is the Director of Pacific Labour Mobility with DFAT.  Ms Bastin-Sikimeti has a range of international and 
domestic program and policy experience spanning Australian regional, community and international development.  From 
2014–17 Ms Bastin-Sikimeti was the First Secretary, Education at the Australian High Commission in Solomon Islands.  In 
Canberra, Ms Bastin-Sikimeti has held positions in Education Policy and PNG Branch. Prior to joining the Department of 
Foreign Affairs and Trade she worked on Australian Indigenous programs and policy. Ms Bastin-Sikimeti has a Bachelor of 
Arts from the ANU.

James Batley
James Batley joined Australia’s Department of Foreign Affairs in 1984. In the early part of his career he was posted to 
Vanuatu, PNG and Indonesia. From 1997–99 he was Australia’s High Commissioner to Solomon Islands. During this time, 
he also served two terms as the senior Australian civilian member of the Bougainville Truce Monitoring Group and the 
Bougainville Peace Monitoring Group. From 1999–2002 he was the head of Australia’s diplomatic mission in East Timor, 
becoming Australia’s first Ambassador to East Timor following that country’s independence in 2002. From 2004–06 he 
served as the leader of the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI) and from 2007–09 he was Australian 
High Commissioner to Fiji (and Permanent Representative to the Pacific Islands Forum Secretariat). In Canberra Mr 
Batley worked in a range of senior positions including Deputy Director-General of the Australian Agency for International 
Development (AusAID) and Deputy Secretary of DFAT. He is currently a Distinguished Policy Fellow in the DPA at the ANU.

Sandra Bernklau
Sandra Bernklau is the Technical Specialist for the UN Women Fiji Multi-Country Office’s Markets for Change project. Sandra 
has a BA in International Development Studies and an MSc in International Development Education.   She has over 25 
years of experience in the field of gender and human rights development work with UN agencies, inter-governmental bodies 
and NGOs.  Sandra has worked in Lesotho, India and Nepal, with the majority of her working career in the Pacific. Sandra 
was the previous manager of the Regional Rights Resource Team, a position she held for over ten years.  She has been 
with UN Women since 2016 supporting the Markets for Change project, which is UN Women’s largest women’s economic 
empowerment project.

George Carter 
George is a doctoral candidate at DPA working on the topic Pacific Islands’ coalitions and diplomacy in climate change 
negotiations. George completed a Masters of Arts (International Relations with Honours) and a Masters of Diplomacy at the 
ANU under an Australian Awards scholarship, and subsequently received the Prime Minister’s Australia Pacific Award and 
the SSGM Pacific Scholar Award. He holds a Bachelor of Arts from the Victoria University of Wellington. George was formerly 
the Vice President of the ANU Postgraduate and Research Student Association, President of the ANU Pasifika Students 
Association, and is the Sub-Dean/Community Coordinator at Toad Hall. Prior coming to Australia from Samoa, he was the 
Political Advisor at the U.S. Embassy in Apia. He is passionate and proud of all things Pacific, which he owes to eclectic 
background and upbringing of Samoan, Tuvaluan, i-Kiribati, Chinese and British ancestry.

Jo Chandler
Jo Chandler is an award-winning Australian journalist, author, editor, and educator. In 2017 she took up a position as 
a professional expert and lecturer at the University of Melbourne’s Centre for Advancing Journalism, and continues as 
an Honorary Fellow at Deakin University’s Contemporary Histories Research Group. She is the winner of the Walkley 
Foundation’s 2017 Freelance Journalist of the Year Award. She is also a previous winner of a Walkley Award, Australia’s 
most coveted journalism prize. She is also the winner of two Melbourne Press Club Quill Awards for Best Feature (2017 and 
2014). She has filed news and features from assignments across Africa, PNG, rural and remote Australia, Antarctica and 
Afghanistan. She has earned distinctions as an essayist, profile writer and narrative journalist, and is recognised across a 
range of specialty areas: science; environment; health; human rights; aid and development.
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Sinclair Dinnen
Dr Sinclair Dinnen joined the DPA (then the State, Society and Governance in Melanesia Program) in 1996 as a Postdoctoral 
Fellow. He has a background in socio-legal studies and completed his PhD at the ANU in 1996. His doctoral research 
was undertaken in PNG while he was a research fellow at the National Research Institute (1992–95). This research was 
published as Law and Order in a Weak State: Crime and Politics in Papua New Guinea (University of Hawai‘i Press, 2001). 
Sinclair has also been a law lecturer at the University of PNG (1984–88) and at the University of Canberra (1989–90).  He 
has longstanding research interests in the areas of regulatory pluralism, comparative criminology, justice reform, policing, 
conflict, peacebuilding, and postcolonial state formation and nation-building.  He also has an ongoing interest in the 
changing discourse and practice of international development and, in particular, the security–development nexus. Sinclair 
has published in a range of journals including Oceania, Contemporary Pacific, Third World Quarterly, Policing & Society, and 
Conflict, Security & Development, as well as chapters in edited collections, and has also co-edited several books. He has 
undertaken policy work for international donors and non-government organisations including AusAID, NZAID, World Bank, 
UNICEF, Asia Foundation and ODI.

Matthew Dornan 
Dr Matthew Dornan is a Research Fellow at and Deputy Director of Devpolicy in the Crawford School of Public Policy. His 
research focuses on economic development in the Pacific Islands and PNG, and includes work on infrastructure access, 
development and regulation; aid from ‘traditional’ and ‘emerging’ donors; renewable energy; regional integration; climate 
change adaptation financing; and labour mobility. Matthew is the editor of the Devpolicy’s Discussion Paper series and sits 
on the editorial board of the Asia and the Pacific Policy Studies journal. He leads the Energy for Development cluster of the 
ANU’s Energy Change Institute. Matthew received his PhD from the Crawford School and has a background in public policy 
and economics. He has consulted and worked for a number of development partners in the Pacific Islands region.

Daniel Evans 
Daniel Evans is a PhD Candidate at the DPA at ANU. He has had a long-term association with Melanesia, having spent over 
a decade living and working in Vanuatu, Solomon Islands and PNG. His past roles have spanned criminal law, legal sociology 
and justice system reform. Daniel has worked on a number of bilateral development projects, most recently with the World 
Bank. His PhD is concerned with male youth in two communities of Honiara. He is interested in the intersection between 
youth and illicit livelihoods, criminality, security, subculture, identity and nationalism.

Colin Filer
Dr Colin Filer is an Honorary Professor in the Crawford School of Public Policy.  Before joining the ANU in 2000, he lived 
and worked in PNG for 18 years, during which he played an active role in drafting the ‘social mapping and landowner 
identification’ provisions of PNG’s Oil and Gas Act.  He has also played many other roles as an expert on ‘landowner issues’ 
in PNG’s mining and petroleum sectors.

Mele Fakatouato Mangisi 
Mele is currently undertaking a Master of Public Policy in Global Development Policy at the ANU. A qualified lawyer, Mele 
is the General Counsel with the National Reserve Bank of Tonga to which she will return upon completion of her studies in 
December 2018. Mele is committed to the development of her country and has a keen interest in areas of gender equity, 
social and financial inclusion.

Glenn Finau

Glenn Finau is originally from Fiji and is currently a PhD candidate at UNSW (Based in Canberra). Glenn has a background 
in accounting and his PhD seeks to examine the interface between accounting, customary land and indigenous peoples 
in the Pacific. Before embarking on his PhD, Glenn taught for the last 10 years at the University of the South Pacific. Apart 
from accounting research, his research interests also include social media, climate change, governance and disaster risk 
management in the Pacific. 

Stewart Firth
Dr Stewart Firth is a Research Fellow at DPA, College of Asia and the Pacific, ANU. He was Professor of Politics at the 
University of the South Pacific, Suva, Fiji, 1998–2004. He is the author of recent articles on the erosion of democracy in 
Nauru and regional relations in Melanesia. He is chair of the Pacific Editorial Board for ANU Press, and teaches an ANU 
undergraduate course on Pacific Politics.

Denise Fisher Denise Fisher is a Visiting Fellow at the ANU Centre for European Studies writing on the French Pacific and 
related strategic issues.  Her book France in the South Pacific: power and politics was published by ANU press in 2013. A 
former senior Australian diplomat, she was posted to Burma, Kenya, India, and Malaysia before her appointments as Political 
Counsellor in Washington; Australian High Commissioner in Zimbabwe also accredited to Angola, Mozambique, Zambia and 
Malawi; and Australian Consul-General in Noumea.
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Daniel Flitton
Daniel Flitton is one of Australia’s most experienced foreign affairs journalists and is now Managing Editor of the Lowy 
Institute’s international magazine, The Interpreter. Before joining the Institute, he was Senior Correspondent at The Age and 
formerly its diplomatic editor and a political correspondent in the parliament house bureau. Daniel previously worked as 
an analyst for the Office of National Assessments, Australia’s peak intelligence assessment agency. He has held academic 
positions at the ANU and at Deakin University, where he developed a breadth of knowledge on Asia, the Middle East, and 
the Pacific. As a Fulbright scholar in 2004, he researched the Australia–United States alliance at Georgetown University in 
Washington DC.

Miranda Forsyth
Dr Miranda Forsyth is an Associate Professor in the School of Regulation and Global Government (RegNet) in the College 
of Asia and Pacific at ANU. The broad focus of Miranda’s research is investigating the possibilities and challenges of the 
inter-operation of state and non-state justice and regulatory systems. She also works on the issue of how best to localise 
or vernacularise the foreign legal norms and procedures. In July 2015 she completed a three year ARC Discovery funded 
project to investigate the impact of intellectual property laws on development in Pacific Island countries. Prior to coming to 
the ANU, Miranda was a senior lecturer in criminal law at the law school of the University of the South Pacific, based in Port 
Vila, Vanuatu for eight years. Miranda is the author of A Bird that Flies with Two Wings: Kastom and State Justice Systems 
in Vanuatu (2009) ANU ePress and co-author of Weaving Intellectual Property Policy in Small Island Developing States, 
Intersentia 2015.  Miranda is currently working on a multi-year research project investigating ways to overcome sorcery 
accusations and related violence in PNG. 

Jemima Garrett 
Jemima Garrett is a freelance journalist/media trainer and communications consultant specialising in the Pacific. She 
has more than three decades experience reporting on the region for the ABC, including seven years as South Pacific 
Correspondent and almost 20 years Radio Australia Pacific Economic and Business reporter. During that time, she also led 
journalism and communications training in the Australia and Pacific including journalism workshops at the PIF and other 
regional and international meetings. Ms Garrett’s is author of Island Exiles, a history of the Nauruans during World War II, 
and was a columnist for Pacific Islands Monthly magazine. In 2013 she won the Citijournalism Broadcast Media Award for 
business reporting in Australia and New Zealand and the United Nations Association of Australia Award for Best Radio 
documentary. She has a Bachelor of Arts from the University of Sydney with majors in economics and government.

Nicole Haley
Associate Professor Nicole Haley heads DPA. For the past 25 years, Nicole has conducted deep long-term empirical and 
applied policy-relevant research in PNG and has published extensively on aspects of political and social conflict. Her PhD 
entitled Ipakana Yakaiya: Mapping Landscapes, Mapping Lives – Contemporary Land Politics among the Duna, was an 
innovative and landmark study, which was awarded the 2003 ANU Crawford Prize for Academic Excellence. Haley has 
observed the past five national elections in PNG and has led large scale election observations in PNG, Solomon Islands 
and Sãmoa. In 2014 she received Vice Chancellor’s Award for Public Policy and Outreach in recognition of her substantial 
public policy contribution to the ‘areas of women’s empowerment and political participation, electoral monitoring and 
electoral reform’.

Tony Hiriasia 
Tony Hiriasia is from the province of Malaita in the Solomon Islands.  He is a PhD candidate at USP, in Suva, Fiji.  Tony’s 
research interests are in the areas of elections, voting behaviour and gift giving and its implications for politics and 
governance in the Solomon Islands.  His current doctoral thesis is on the constituency development fund (CDF) in the 
Solomon Islands and its implications for governance, service delivery and development in Solomon Islands.  His research 
field work was carried out in parts of Choiseul and Malaita provinces as well as in Central Honiara constituency.  His 
conference paper titled ‘The Politics of Fiscal Decentralisation: The Case of the Rural Constituency Development Fund 
(RCDF) in the Solomon Islands’ highlights some of the findings from his fieldwork.

Stephen Howes
Dr Stephen Howes is a Professor of Economics at the Crawford School of Public Policy at the ANU. He is the Director of 
Devpolicy.  He served as Director of the International and Development Economics program of the Crawford School from 
2009 to 2014. Prior to joining the Crawford School in 2009, Stephen was Chief Economist at the Australian Agency for 
International Development. He worked from 1994 to 2005 at the World Bank, first in Washington and then in Delhi, where 
he was Lead Economist for India. In 2008, he worked on the Garnaut Review on Climate Change, where he managed the 
Review’s international work stream.
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Stephen also serves as a Board Member for CARE Australia, where he chairs the Program and Operations Committee. He 
is also Chair of a new NGO, Femili PNG, which supports survivors of family and sexual violence in PNG. He has previously 
served on the Board of the Pacific Institute of Public Policy, and on the Advisory Council of the Asian Development 
Bank Institute.

In 2005, while working for AusAID, Stephen was a member of the three-person Core Group whose report formed the 
basis for the 2006 Australian Aid White Paper. In 2010–11, Stephen was a member of the five-person panel who wrote the 
Independent Review of [Australian] Aid Effectiveness. In 2016, he served as a member of the Australia–Pacific Technical 
College Design Reference Group.

Fiona Hukula
Dr Fiona Hukula is a Senior Research Fellow and Building Safer Communities Program Leader at the PNG National Research 
Institute (PNGNRI).  She received a PhD in Social Anthropology from the University of St Andrews, Scotland. Fiona also 
holds a Masters in International Criminology from the University of Sheffield and a BA in Anthropology from Victoria University 
of Wellington.

Having started in 1998 at the NRI as a project research officer, Fiona is a career policy and social researcher with over 
20 years’ experience. She has authored and co-authored various publications relating to crime, urban issues and gender 
violence in PNG. Fiona’s research interests are in the area of urban studies, local level dispute resolution and gender violence.

Bal Kama
Bal Kama is a PhD Candidate at the ANU College of Law and a sessional lecturer and unit convenor at the University 
of Canberra Faculty of Business, Government and Law. His thesis is on the relationship between the judiciary and the 
parliament in PNG. 

Admitted as solicitor in the Australian Capital Territory Supreme Court, Bal has a Bachelor of Laws (Honours) and a Bachelor 
of Arts (International Relations and Politics) from the University of Canberra and a Graduate Diploma in Legal Practice from 
the Sydney College of Law. Bal’s Honours thesis – on the 2011-2012 constitutional crisis in PNG– was presented to the 
Australian Law Council.

Prior to undertaking his PhD studies, Bal was engaged as a consultant with UN Women (PNG) to assist in designing an 
action plan for the UN Gender Task Team (UNGTT) in response to sorcery related violence in PNG.  Bal represented PNG at 
the 2016 One Young World meeting in Canada and was nominated as one of the 17 Young Leaders leading the 17 UN SDGs. 
He is a recipient of the Commonwealth Pacific Young Person of the Year award (UK), which gave him the privilege to meet 
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II in England. Bal was the Pacific representative at the 2017 UNLeash Global Talent in Denmark 
and is the Director of the Kama Foundation, a community NGO operating in remote PNG villages. 

Bal writes for Australia’s leading international think tanks and occasionally comments in the media on issues in the Pacific 
region including bilateral engagements with regional partners. Bal is a founding member of the Commonwealth Youth Health 
Network (CYHN) at the Commonwealth Secretariat, London and a recipient of the University of Canberra Distinguished 
Alumni Commendation Award in recognition of his contribution to the community.

Arianne Kassman 
Arianne Kassman leads a young and dynamic team of 13, to inform, educate and empower Papua New Guineans to take 
action against corruption at Transparency International PNG Inc. (TIPNG). With over a decade of experience working in anti-
corruption, she has been able to provide platforms for young people to contribute and lead youth anti-corruption initiatives, 
and has also contributed to equipping citizens with the knowledge and tools to fight corruption. Arianne believes that every 
single person can and should contribute to the positive development of PNG and hopes that through her passion, she can 
motivate and empower others to do the same.

Meg Keen 
Associate Professor Meg Keen is a Senior Policy Fellow at DPA, and Deputy Research Director at the Coral Bell School of 
Asia Pacific Affairs.  She conducts research on resource management and security issues in the South Pacific, and has 
recently commenced work on ocean governance/blue economy in Solomon Islands, drawing on her earlier research on 
participatory resource management and environmental economics. Meg has been a senior policy adviser to the Regional 
Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI), and a senior analyst in the Oceania Branch of the Office of National 
Assessments.  She has conducted consultancies on resource management issues in the South Pacific for SPREP, Asia-
Pacific Network and the former AusAID.
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Myjolynne Kim
Myjolynne (Mymy) Kim is a PhD candidate in Pacific History at DPA. Mymy is from Chuuk in the Federated States of 
Micronesia and her current research topic ‘From Silent to Salient: Re-engaging local stories of Chuukese women’ uses 
indigenous stories, languages and methodologies to re-frame a gender inclusive (his)tory of Chuuk and to re-engage 
Chuukese women in (his)tory-making, leadership, decision-making, and public policy. She completed her MA from the Center 
for Pacific Islands Studies at the University of Hawaii-Manoa (2007) and her BA from Mount Mary University in Miwaukee, 
Wisconsin (2004).

Dora Kuir-Ayius
Dr Dora Kuir-Ayius is a Lecturer in social work within the School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the University of PNG. 
She holds a PhD in Development Studies, Masters in Social Work, Postgraduate Diploma in Education, and a Bachelor of 
Arts in Social Work.

Louisa Lim 
Louisa Lim is a senior lecturer at the centre for advancing journalism at the University of Melbourne, and a former NPR and 
BBC correspondent based in Beijing. Lim is also the author of The People’s Republic of Amnesia: Tiananmen Revisited.

Nic Maclellan
Nic Maclellan works as a journalist and researcher in the Pacific Islands. He is a correspondent for Islands Business 
magazine (Fiji) and other regional media and has written widely on environment, development and demilitarisation in the 
Pacific. He was awarded the 2015 Outstanding Contribution to the Sector Award by the Australian Council for International 
Development (ACFID).

He is co-author of a number of books on Pacific affairs, including: La France dans le Pacifique – de Bougainville à Moruroa 
(Editions La Découverte, Paris), After Moruroa – France in the South Pacific (Ocean Press, New York and Melbourne) and 
Kirisimasi (PCRC, Suva). His latest book Grappling with the Bomb – a history of British nuclear testing in the Pacific – is 
published by ANU Press.

Patrick Matbob 
Patrick Matbob is a lecturer in Communication Arts at Divine Word University in Madang, PNG. He formerly worked as a 
journalist with Word Publishing and Post-Courier newspapers from 1985 to 2000. In 2002, he joined Divine Word University 
as a lecturer in Communication. He has published several papers on topics of journalism, media and communications in 
PNG, West Papua, China’s influence in PNG, as well as the PNG national elections. He has a Master’s Degree in Journalism 
Studies from Cardiff University in Wales. 

Dan McGarry
Dan McGarry is Media Director for the Vanuatu Daily Post newspaper and FM96 radio station. He worked extensively in tech-
driven communications prior to this, with stints at the Pacific Institute of Public Policy as Chief Technologist, and as Senior 
Systems Administrator at the Pacific Islands Legal Information Institute, located at the University of the South Pacific’s Emalus 
Campus in Port Vila. He has lived in Vanuatu for 15 years. His photography and writing have been featured in numerous 
media publications globally.

Drusilla Modjeska
Drusilla Modjeska was born in London in 1946. At twenty she married anthropologist Nick Modjeska and together they left for 
PNG. Her years there, including as a student at the University of PNG, laid the basis for her enduring interest PNG. 

In 1971 she moved to Australia. Her books include Exiles At Home (1981), Poppy (1990), which won the NSW Premier’s Prize 
for Non-Fiction. The Orchard (1994) also won the NSW Premier’s Award for Non-Fiction as did Stravinsky’s Lunch (1999). Her 
memoir, Second Half First, was published in 2016.

The Mountain, her novel set in PNG, was published in 2012 and short listed for the Miles Franklin Award. She has written 
on writing PNG, including as editor of a PNG edition of Meanjin (3, 2003), a catalogue essay for the 2009 National Gallery 
of Victoria exhibition, ‘The Wisdom of the Mountain: The Barkcloth Painters of  Ömie’, and the introduction to the  2015 text 
edition of Randolph Stow’s Visitants.

Angela Nelson
Angela Nelson is Women’s Representative, Milne Bay Provincial Assembly & Alotau District Development Authority, PNG. 
Angela has spent her career passionately representing women’s interests in Milne Bay Province, PNG. After the 2017 national 
general elections, she was appointed to the position of Women’s Representative on the Milne Bay Provincial Assembly. 
Angela has also been the women’s representative on the Alotau District Development Authority, a position she has held 
since 2010. In both of these roles, Angela is involved in decision making processes for allocating development budgets, 
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including District Services Improvement Program (DSIP) funds, to communities across Milne Bay Province. She aims to 
ensure women’s needs are prioritised and that they receive basic services. Angela started her career as a community and 
church leader, organising women empowerment programs in rural locations. She has demonstrated passionate leadership 
on issues affecting women from the bottom up. She started at the ward level, becoming a representative on the Huhu Local 
Level Government, before moving on to district and provincial representative roles. Angela’s main focus now is ensuring that 
women’s interests are adequately represented in budget and planning processes.

Tracey Newbury
Tracey Newbury is the Director of the Gender, Pacific and Capacity Support Section, in DFAT’s Gender Equality Branch.  
She manages DFAT’s $320 million flagship gender equality program – Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development.  Tracey 
has worked for the Australian Government’s aid program for over 20 years, with a break from 2006–09 when she worked 
for UNAIDS in their Regional Office for Asia and the Pacific.  She has also worked for the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees.  Tracey has been a board member of the ACT Domestic Violence Crisis Service since 
October 2016.  

Thiago Oppermann
Dr Thiago Oppermann is a Research Fellow with DPA. His PhD, completed in 2011, examined transformations in the kinship 
and customary authority systems amongst Halia-speakers in Buka, Autonomous Region of Bougainville, as these traditions 
have become enmeshed with the market economy and the state. An important part of this research is the characterisation 
of Melanesian states as they appear from a village perspective, and of the stark choices faced by villagers faced with an 
unfavourable point of entry in contemporary Bougainvillean and Papua New Guinean political economy.  Previously, his 
masters’ research investigated the efforts by the Australian colonial government and anthropologists to understand and 
attempt to control religio-political social movements often referred to as ‘cargo cults’. This history is especially significant 
in terms of understanding the origins of certain features of the post-colonial political system in PNG, notably the lack of 
‘horizontal’ social movements and the ‘vertical’ integration of communities into networks of patronage.

Gordon Peake
Gordon’s book Beloved Land: Stories, Struggles & Secrets from Timor-Leste was winner of the 2014 ACT Book of the Year 
and People’s Choice Awards. Dr Peake is a Visitor at the ANU’s RegNet where he is writing a book about colonial ghosts in 
the island of New Guinea.

Jonathan Pryke
Jonathan Pryke is Director of the Lowy Institute’s Pacific Islands Program. Jonathan is interested in economic development 
in the Pacific Islands region, Australia’s relationship with Melanesia, the role of aid and the private sector in Pacific Islands 
development and Pacific labour mobility. During his time at Lowy he has produced major pieces of work on Pacific labour 
mobility, the future of the Asian Development Bank, the contemporary state of Papua New Guinea, and aid flows in the 
Pacific. Prior to joining the Lowy Institute Jonathan spent five years as a Researcher at Devpolicy. Jonathan holds a Bachelor 
of Commerce from The University of Sydney, a Masters of Public Policy (Development Policy), Masters of Diplomacy and 
Graduate Diploma in International and Development Economics from the ANU.

Judy Putt
With a doctorate in social anthropology from the ANU and a Master’s degree in criminology from Cambridge University, Dr 
Judy Putt has undertaken extensive research in crime and justice with a focus on action-oriented, mixed-methods, and on 
practice and policy relevance. Her current projects include a study of the use and efficacy of protection orders in PNG and 
assisting with a multi-site, four year study of sorcery accusation-related violence in PNG. In 2017 she was part of a research 
team that completed an assessment of the RAMSI legacy for Pacific policing. Her publication record includes major research 
and evaluation reports, including those that have focused on domestic and family violence, community safety in remote 
Australia, and criminal justice reform. She has also co-authored numerous papers and journal articles on a wide range of 
topics related to crime and justice.

Genevieve Quirk
Genevieve Quirk, a PhD candidate in Law, at the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security examines how 
the integration of regional oceans governance in Oceania contributes to the evolution of the law of the sea. Professionally, 
Genevieve worked as an international policy advisor on oceans governance reform in Oceania, the European Union, 
Antarctica and Australia. Genevieve is an Earth System Governance Research Fellow and Member of the IUCN World 
Commission on Environmental Law. In 2016, Genevieve was a visiting scholar at the East-West Center and in 2017 joined the 
Australian delegation to the UN for Sustainable Development Goal 14 and Biodiversity Beyond National Jurisdiction.
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Steven Ratuva
Professor Steven Ratuva is the Director of the Macmillan Brown Centre for Pacific Studies and Professor of Anthropology 
and Sociology at the University of Canterbury. He is also Chair of the International Political Science Association research 
committee on security, conflict and emocratisation and former president of the Pacific Islands Political Studies Association. 
He was Fulbright senior fellow at the Universities of California (LA), Duke and Georgetown during the first half of 2018. He has 
also worked at USP, ANU and Auckland University. His areas of expertise and publication are in security, affirmative action, 
ethnicity, conflict/peace, development, social protection, political change and cultural transformation.

Anthony Regan 
Anthony Regan is a constitutional lawyer who specialises in constitutional development as part of conflict resolution. Has 
lived and worked in PNG for 15 years and in Uganda for over three years. In PNG he advised government on decentralisation 
policy and law and taught at the UPNG Law Faculty, and was involved in the Bougainville peace process. In Uganda he was a 
constitutional adviser to the Government of Uganda. He has been an adviser to Bougainville parties in the Bougainville peace 
process since 1994, and has been involved in the Solomon Islands and Sri Lanka peace processes, and the constitution-
making process in Timor-Leste.

Julie Rereman
Julie Rereman is a Senior Labour Officer for the Employment Service Unit at the Department of Labor in Vanuatu.   The 
Employment Service Unit is the unit that is the Regulator for Labour Mobility both for Recognized Seasonal Employers (RSE) 
and Seasonal Workers Program (SWP) in Vanuatu.  There are five staff that are under my supervision and alongside the other 
domestic labour duties that we conduct, we also work hard to sustain the supply of diligent workers from Vanuatu to NZ 
and Australia.

Anouk Ride
Dr Anouk Ride conducts interdisciplinary research and formulates strategies to promote social inclusion and reduce violence 
within families and communities. Her research draws together local actors and academics to produce research to inform 
policy and promote social change. Recent publications include a chapter on participatory research methodologies for the 
Springer Peace Psychology Series, a national report on attitudes to violence against women and girls in Solomon Islands for 
the Ministry of Women, Youth, Children and Family Affairs and a report on the status of youth for UNDP.

She won the Dean’s Award for Outstanding Research Higher Degree Theses (University of Queensland) and is currently an 
Adjunct Professor with University of Western Sydney. She has been based in Solomon Islands for the past decade working 
on consultancies for government ministries, international and regional organisations and NGOs.

Michelle Rooney
Dr Michelle Rooney is a Research Fellow at Devpolicy, working for its partnership with the University of PNG. In 2017 she 
received her PhD from the DPA in the Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, ANU. Michelle also holds a Masters of Arts in 
Development Economics from University of Sussex, UK, and a Bachelor of Economics (Honours) from ANU.

Barbara Thomas
Barbara works with the Institute for Human Security and Social Change (IHSSC), at La Trobe University, and is based in 
PNG working as their PNG Projects Coordinator supporting the PNG–Australia partnership. Before joining La Trobe, Barbra 
worked as the Executive Director of local youth development organisation, The Voice Inc, an organisation she has been 
involved in for the past ten years serving in various capacities. She has a background in environmental science and began 
her career with the PNGLNG Upstream Infrastructure Project. Barbra is passionate about renewable energy, social justice 
and politics.

David Sanderson 
Professor David Sanderson is the inaugural Judith Neilson Chair in the Faculty of Built Environment at UNSW (Sydney). He 
has over 25 years of experience working in development and emergencies across the world. He has held senior posts in 
both NGO and academic sectors. He is a member of several NGO and donor advisory boards and has published articles 
and papers concerning chronic poverty, urban livelihoods and resilience. David was co-editor of the 2016 IFRC World 
Disasters Report and is currently undertaking a Good Practice Review on urban humanitarian action for the UK’s Overseas 
Development Institute (ODI). He is currently also editor of the 2018 State of the Humanitarian Shelter and Settlements report 
for the IFRC.

Fremden Shadrack
Fremden Yanhambath is the Program Director for the Vanuatu Skills Partnership. Fremden completed a Masters in 
Leadership and Management with a specific focus on Vocational Education and Training at the University of Newcastle, 
Australia in 2013. Fremden started his career as a secondary school teacher after completing his Bachelors Degree. In 2005, 
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he left teaching to concentrate on development work in the field of Environmental Education. In 2009, he joined the Australian 
Government funded TVET Sector Strengthening Program, now called the Vanuatu Skills Partnership.  He began in the role of 
Business Development Services Officer for the Program from 2009–12. In 2015, he was appointed as the Program’s Director, 
leading a team of 30 local staff and international advisers working across Vanuatu to support inclusive economic growth 
through skills development.

Graeme Smith
Dr Graeme Smith is a Fellow at the DPA at the ANU. His research has explored the demand for organic produce in Chinese 
urban centres and the role of local officials in China’s rural development. He studies Chinese outbound investment, aid and 
migration in Asia-Pacific, with projects in PNG, Vanuatu, New Caledonia, Tonga, Sãmoa and Myanmar.

He also hosts the Little Red Podcast with former BBC and NPR correspondent Louisa Lim, covering China beyond the 
Beijing beltway. The podcast won the 2018 Australian Podcast Awards in the News & Current Affairs category and is 
supported by the Australian Centre for China in the World.

Pauline Soaki
Pauline Soaki graduated in 2014 from the University of Melbourne with a Masters in Gender and Development, and published 
a paper on ‘ Casting Her Vote: Women’s Political Participation in Solomon Islands’.

Pauline’s work is focus of women’s empowerment and gender equality, especially in women’s entrepreneurship, political 
representation and women, peace and security. Pauline is committed to see a strong engagement of rural women in 
addressing gender inequality and advocating for women’s human rights.  She has assisted in the development of provincial 
women’s policies, facilitated policy dialogues between rural women representatives and provincial and national leaders in one 
province. Women’s empowerment is triggered when women build social capital, knowledge and capacity to highlight issues 
and concerns and establish safety nets for support.

Vanessa Stone
Vanessa Stone is Federal Agent with the AFP working in International Operations as a Police Advisor in the Pacific Police 
Development Program – Regional.  She has been a police officer for the past 18 years and has worked in areas such as 
community policing, online child sexual exploitation and child sex tourism investigations, Professional Standards and recruit 
training.  She has also deployed to the Solomon Islands with RAMSI, Afghanistan and was a UN peacekeeper in Cyprus. 

Almah Tararia
Almah Tararia is a PhD candidate with DPA. Her thesis focuses on women’s political participation and decision-making at the 
local level in PNG, and how women collaborate and negotiate to have their voices heard. She conducted her field research in 
New Ireland. Her interests include the way money is distributed during elections, the effect that this has on gender relations in 
PNG, and how women collaborate and negotiate gender relations to have a political voice in the public domain.

Almah has worked as a field researcher in a number of election-related and gender projects in PNG. In February 2014 she 
was the PNG national researcher for the Australia-CAITEC-UNDP China Project looking at development needs for PNG, 
Sãmoa and Tonga. In 2012–13 as part of the World Bank Group, she was the national STC (short term consultant) for its 
crime and violence project as well as being its national STC for the Justice for the Poor Program since 2009. In 2011–12, 
Almah was the lead investigator in the Gender and Economic Choices in PNG, a joint Institute of National Affairs and World 
Bank study that informed the World Development Report on Gender and Equality (WDR 2012) as well as the Country Gender 
Assessment (2012). She was a team leader for the Domestic Observation of General Elections in PNG for the 2012 elections. 
In 2013, she led the Political Gifting (impact of money politics and political gifting in the 2012 elections and 2013 local-
level government elections in PNG) project in New Ireland Province, as part of a larger DPA research in Women’s Political 
Leadership in the Pacific.

Sandra Tarte
Associate Professor Sandra Tarte is Head of the School of Government, Development and International Affairs, Faculty 
of Business and Economics, University of the South Pacific. Sandra specializes in the international politics of the Pacific 
islands region. Her publications include Japan’s Aid Diplomacy and the Pacific Islands (1998) and the New Pacific Diplomacy 
(2015), co-edited with Greg Fry. She has consulted for the South Pacific Forum Fisheries Agency, the South Pacific Regional 
Environment Program, the International Development Centre, Tokyo, and Greenpeace Pacific. Sandra grew up in Fiji and 
studied at the University of Tokyo, Australian National University and University of Melbourne.
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Lhawang Ugyel
Dr Lhawang Ugyel is a Visiting Lecturer in the School of Business and Public Policy, University of PNG and a Visiting Fellow 
at Devpolicy. He previously worked as a Research Fellow at the Crawford School of Public Policy. His field of research is 
comparative public administration specializing in public sector reforms, policy transfer, evaluation studies and cross-cultural 
studies. Before completing his PhD program at the ANU, he worked for the Royal Government of Bhutan in various capacities 
such as Senior Human Resource Officer and Policy Analyst.

Joeli Veitayaki
Joeli Veitayaki is an Associate Professor at the School of Marine Studies at the University of the South Pacific. He is also the 
Director of the International Ocean Institute-Pacific Islands Operational Centre at the University and Co-Chair of the Korea 
South Pacific Fisheries Forum. He has collaborated with a number of external research partners in Australia, Norway, France, 
Scotland, Korea and Japan.  

Joeli has spent the last decade working with coastal communities around the Pacific Islands to promote the effectively 
manage their marine resources and to articulate sustainable development. Joeli’s research is based on the belief that a 
healthy natural environment is critical for the improvement of livelihood for all Pacific Islanders. This is the best way to fight the 
negative impacts of global changes such as Climate Change and worsening poverty and security or local challenges such as 
over fishing or environmental degradation.

Colin Wiltshire
Dr Colin Wiltshire is a Research Fellow in the politics of service delivery at DPA. His research explores the political economy 
of budget and expenditure practices in PNG and its implications for development outcomes. He has conducted extensive 
fieldwork in PNG and focuses on applied policy-relevant research. Colin recently managed the PNG Promoting Effective 
Public Expenditure Project, a joint research initiative with PNG’s National Research Institute. This research has involved 
conducting one of the largest independent expenditure tracking and service delivery surveys in PNG’s history and hosted 
influential budget forums in PNG. Colin has spent the majority of the last seven years living in PNG, including working in 
Provincial Administrations as part of the PNG–Australia Sub-National Strategy. He completed his honours at the National 
Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health at the ANU in 2005 where he initially focused on China and Indonesia before 
working for AusAID where he was first posted to Timor-Leste and then PNG.

Steven Winduo
Dr Steven Winduo is a writer and scholar from PNG. He has been working at the University of PNG for the past 27 years and 
is currently the Director of Academic Audit Unit.  He continues to teach in the Literature and English Program in the School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences.  Among his accomplishments are holding the Arthur Lynn Andrews Chair in Pacific and 
Asian Studies within the Center for Pacific Islands Studies, University of Hawai‘i (2011), and being a visiting research scholar 
at the East West Center through the Pacific Islands Development Program (2011). He has served as a visiting professor, 
Department of English, University of Minnesota (2007–08) and as research scholar with the Macmillan Brown Centre for 
Pacific Islands Studies, University of Canterbury, New Zealand (2006). He was foundation director of Melanesian and Pacific 
Studies, University of PNG (2002–05). 

He has a BA and BAH in Literature, History, and Philosophy from the University of PNG, MA in English from the University 
of Canterbury, Christchurch NZ. He has a PhD in English from the University of Minnesota, USA. He is also a writer and 
columnist with The National newspaper of PNG. He has read his works in PNG, Fiji, Australia, New Zealand, Canada, 
Minnesota, Hawai‘i, and Philippines. Winduo has four collections of poetry: Lomo‘ha I am, in Spirit’s Voice I Call (1991), 
Hembemba: Rivers of the Forest (2000), A Rower’s Song (2009), and Detwan How? (2012). His short collection is The 
Unpainted Mask (2010) in addition to a scholarly work Transitions and Transformations: Literature, Politics and Culture in 
Papua New Guinea (2013), and his first novel, Land Echoes (2014). He is also a children’s book writer with two new books out 
on the market now.

Steven Winduo participated in the 2017 Melbourne Writers Festival as part of the Writers Immersion and Cultural Exchange 
(WrICE) program of the Royal Melbourne Institute of Technology University, Melbourne.  With the WrICE program Winduo 
participated in the writers’ residency in the Philippines and Geelong, Victoria. He recently participated in the Dunedin City of 
Literature Conference in New Zealand in 2017.

Carol Yawing
Councillor Carol Yawing claimed her title as Ward 2 Councillor when she was undefeated during a male-dominated 2013 
PNG Local Level Election. She is the first woman councillor in Lae Urban, an electorate in the heart of the city. Prior to 
taking up the Councillor leadership in 2013, Carol worked with Telikom PNG Ltd for 25 years as a Service Officer and also 
volunteered as a member of the Law and Order Committee for 6 years.
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As Councillor she initiated the Ward 2 clinic with support from donor partners. The clinic now provides health service to the 
ward. It was great news when a donga was donated by the same donor partner in replacement of council office that was 
burnt. Thereafter a staff house for the clinic was funded through council grant. The staff house was built last year and opened 
in December 2017.  

Carol is presently a Board Member of the Angau Memorial General Hospital as a women’s representative, Chairperson for 
Health and Education in the Lae City Council and is heavily involved in empowering women and youths in terms of training, 
beautification programmes and mindset and life skills training run by Ginigoada funded by the Australian Aid Program.  
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