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State, Society & Governanve in Melanesia

2014/15, the second year under our 
enhanced funding agreement with the 
Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade 
(DFAT), has seen us strengthen and 
consolidate our staff and student profile, 
as well as our research activities and our 
policy engagement. 
As at 30 June 2015, the State, Society and Governance 
in Melanesia program (SSGM) comprises over 70 active 
research scholars, with a staffing profile of 29 academic 
and  5 professional staff, bolstered by 13 emeriti or honorary 
appointees and 30 PhD scholars. During 2014/15, SSGM 
made a number of strategic appointments to further 
strengthen our research capacity and expertise in priority 
research areas and to develop our policy engagement 
expertise. Rochelle Bailey and Rochelle Ball both joined 
SSGM in late 2014 to establish a research program on 
labour mobility in the region, while Priya Chattier, who 
is conducting gender-sensitive research on Poverty in Fiji, 
was appointed to the Gender, Health, Social Development 
and Migration research cluster following a very productive 
year-long Pacific Research Fellowship. SSGM doctoral 
candidates Kerryn Baker and Colin Wiltshire also 
did the program proud, being appointed as Research 
Fellows in Pacific Politics and the Politics of Service 
Delivery respectively. For Kerryn this came on the back 
of a very successful year in which she submitted her PhD 
and completed new field work in Solomon Islands and 
Bougainville.  

This year we also established a dedicated policy hub to 
further strengthen the links between our research and 
engagement with policy and program development within 
areas of our expertise.  James Batley joined SSGM in 
January 2015 as a Distinguished Policy Fellow bringing vast 
expertise on a range of Pacific policy issues to the program. 
Julien Barbara was appointed Senior Policy Fellow in April 
2015 and has continued to deepen SSGM’s engagement 
with policy communities in the region and internationally. 
Bringing extensive academic and public policy expertise on 
the region to SSGM, Meg Keen will commence as Senior 
Policy Fellow in July 2015. 

To support coordination of our research activities, we 
reoriented our research around three thematic clusters in 
2014/15: Gender, Health, Social Development & Migration, 
led by Richard Eves; Politics, Elections, Leadership & 
Governance, led by Julien Barbara; and Resources, 
Conflict and Justice, led by Miranda Forsyth. Over the 
course of the year, SSGM scholars have continued to 
develop research collaborations within and between 
clusters, and with institutions in and beyond the region. 

SSGM scholars continue to undertake high-quality research 
and this year progressed existing multi-year research 
activities and commenced a number of new major research 
activities. In October-November 2014 Julien Barbara, 

Kerry Zubrinich and I led a comprehensive domestic 
observation of Solomon Islands’ ninth general election 
since independence. The first of its kind in Solomon Islands, 
the observation mission employed a similar approach to 
domestic observations of the 2007 and 2012 Papua New 
Guinea (PNG)elections conducted by SSGM scholars, 
contributing to the development of an extensive body of 
comparative evidence on elections in Melanesia. 

Miranda Forsyth completed her long-term ARC 
funded project on Intellectual Property and its Impact on 
Development in Pacific Island Countries, and continued 
collaborative research on sorcery and witchcraft practices 
and beliefs in Melanesia.  Kerry Zubrinich and I continued 
research under our multi-year Pacific Women Shaping 
Pacific Development (PWSPD) funded Improving Women’s 
Leadership, Political Participation and Decision Making 
in the Pacific project, while Richard Eves progressed 
research under the PWSPD-funded Do No Harm project, 
which investigates the relationship between women’s 
economic empowerment and domestic violence in 
Solomon Islands, PNG and Vanuatu. He and Stephanie 
Lusby undertook extensive fieldwork in Solomon Islands in 
July-August 2014 as part of this project.  Sinclair Dinnen 
and Kylie McKenna commenced a new research project, 
Innovation in the Redress of Wrongs and Enhancement 
of Security? Barrick’s Responses to Human Rights Issues 
at the Porgera Mine in Enga Province, which explores 
innovations in security and alternative dispute resolution 
mechanisms. 

Lia Kent was awarded a prestigious ARC Discovery Early 
Career Research Award (DECRA) for her project, After 
Conflict: Local Memories and Nation-Building in Timor-Leste 
and Bougainville, which will investigate collective memories 
of conflict in Bougainville and Timor-Leste and what this 
reveals about nation-building in those societies.  Building 
upon SSGM’s expertise on elections in Melanesia, Kerryn 
Baker and Thiago Oppermann undertook observation 
of the 2015 Bougainville elections. The elections were the 
third since the signing of the Bougainville Peace Agreement 
and marked the beginning of a five-year window in which 
the referendum on independence is scheduled to be held.

Throughout 2014/15 SSGM also continued to provide 
high-quality, evidence-based, strategic policy advice to our 
stakeholders. Julien Barbara and I developed a strategy 
to guide DFAT’s engagement with electoral processes 
ahead of the 2017 National General Elections and 2018 
Local Level Government elections in PNG. Richard Eves 
led a team of SSGM researchers, including Colin Wiltshire 
and Almah Tararia, in conducting and documenting a joint 
district assessment and political context analyses in Obura 
Wonenara District, Eastern Highlands, for CARE PNG. The 
assessment is anticipated to help shape the next phase of 
CARE PNG’s Integrated Community Development Project.  
Julien Barbara also led a team of researchers, including 
Siobhan McDonnell and Joseph Foukona, in conducting 
research on pathways for land reform in Solomon Islands, 
presented in a policy report to be launched in August 2015.

T H E  Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W
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Working as a member of the Committee against Sorcery 
Accusation Related Violence, Miranda Forsyth assisted in 
the finalisation of the Draft National Action Plan to address 
sorcery accusation violence in PNG, which is anticipated 
to be considered by the National Executive Committee in 
the coming months. She also contributed to the drafting of 
PNG’s National Research Agenda, a document intended 
to prioritise PNG’s research needs, following a request 
from the Secretariat of Research, Science and Technology.  
Following on from our series of public policy roundtables 
last year, in early June 2015, the Hon. Tanya Plibersek 
MP, Shadow Minister for Foreign Affairs, joined SSGM 
researchers for a dinner, chaired by the Coral Bell School 
Director Professor Michael Wesley, to discuss a range 
of issues associated with aid, politics and development in 
the Pacific. 

In accordance with our commitment to enhancing the 
research capacity of Pacific Islanders, SSGM commenced 
support for a full-time position in the University of 
PNG’s (UNPG) Department of Political Science, School 
of Humanities and Social Sciences. Alan Robson 
commenced in the position at the beginning of the 2015 
academic year and, since then, has played a critical role in 
developing and supporting the delivery of the Department’s 
teaching program. He has also restarted the Department’s 
honours program and provided mentoring to early career 
academics.  Building upon our relationship with UPNG, 
SSGM recently submitted a proposal for funding under the 
New Colombo Plan for a study tour, to be undertaken in 
partnership with UPNG. The study tour would provide ANU 
students with the opportunity to visit and undertake field 
study in PNG to acquire a more nuanced understanding of 
the development challenges facing PNG, and to develop 
relationships with UPNG students. 

In 2015 SSGM delivered a further refined Pacific Research 
Colloquium (PRC) program for 21 researchers from the 
Pacific. For the first time, an institution from the region, the 
PNG Constitutional and Law Reform Commission, funded 
staff to attend the PRC. Following the CLRC staff’s positive 
assessment of the PRC, the Commission has requested 
that SSGM develop a tailored version of the PRC curriculum, 
which will be delivered in PNG later in 2015. 

The year has also seen more success for SSGM’s PhD 
scholars, with Terence Wood, Kerryn Baker and James 
Scambary completing their PhD studies. After a brief 
stint with the Centre for Democratic Institutions (CDI) 
Terence joined the Development Policy Centre. Kerryn, as 
noted above, joined SSGM, whilst James has done some 
teaching at Monash University and continues to undertake 
consultancy work in Timor-Leste. Another of SSGM’s 
graduates, Jane Anderson, is currently working at the 
National University of Samoa. It is great to see our students 
securing academic positions and continuing their policy 
focussed research!

Thus far in 2015 several PhD scholars from our large 
cohort of students who commenced their studies with the 
program in 2014 have successfully completed their thesis 

proposal reviews and commenced fieldwork across region. 
I look forward to reporting on their achievements this time 
next year.

After last year setting ourselves the challenge of 
consolidating our extensive connections with academic 
institutions, policy communities and development 
organisations within and beyond the region, SSGM has 
entered into formal collaborative partnerships and built 
new relationships around substantive research projects. In 
October 2014 SSGM entered into a formal agreement with 
the DFAT funded Pacific Leadership Program, under which 
a number of research activities have since been conducted. 
Roannie Ng Shiu has also further strengthened her 
engagement with the National Rugby League’s Pasifika 
cultural engagement programs. Over the next year we will 
continue to pursue productive collaborative relationships, 
and to leverage our networks to enhance the impact of our 
research. 

Effective research communication remains a key priority 
for SSGM. In 2014/15 we made significant contributions 
to policy-focussed and more traditional academic 
publications. We added 15 Discussion Papers and 60 In 
Briefs to our flagship series’ covering a broad range of 
research interests and highlighting the breadth and depth 
of the program’s expertise. Other contributions in 2014/15 
include 4 books, 14 book chapters, 31 journal articles and 
2 SSGM Working Papers. We convened several major 
workshops and roundtable discussions, over 36 public 
seminars and lectures, and contributed to events hosted 
by our colleagues from across The Australian National 
University (ANU). We also extended our social commentary 
footprint for 2014/15, with over 100 contributions across 
print, radio, television and blogs. 

At the end of another year of growth and achievements, 
SSGM reflects on the opportunities, challenges and 
priorities for 2015/16. We aim to progress high-quality, 
coherent and relevant programs of research around key 
research priorities, and to strengthen our engagement with 
policy and academic communities in the region and beyond. 
We will continue to look for new ways to communicate our 
research and to provide platforms for knowledge sharing.  
We also look forward to marking the 40th anniversary of 
PNG through a series of events that will explore aspects of 
contemporary PNG. 

Nicole Haley 
SSGM convenor
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Established in 1996 and funded in 
partnership by DFAT and the ANU, SSGM is 
the leading international centre for applied 
multidisciplinary research and analysis 
concerning contemporary Melanesia and 
the broader Pacific. Situated within the 
Coral Bell School of Asia Pacific Affairs, 
SSGM seeks to set the international 
standard for scholarship on the region. 

SSGM is funded by DFAT to undertake policy-relevant 
research and broader analytical work to underpin better 
informed policy-making; to provide expertise on a 
broad range of strategic foreign, economic, trade and 
development issues in the Pacific; to train and nurture 
the next generation of Pacific scholars; to support the 
development of a cadre of scholars, practitioners and 
regional leaders; to communicate research findings to the 
policy community; and to foster regional partnerships and 
deepen community awareness of Pacific policy issues.

SSGM comprises over 70 research active scholars, with 
a staffing profile of 29 academic and 5 professional staff, 
bolstered by 13 emeriti or honorary appointees and 30 PhD 
scholars.  SSGM strengths lie in the critical mass of expertise 
and knowledge that it contains; in its physical proximity to 
government; in its responsiveness to the Government’s 
agenda; and in its extensive networks throughout the 
region. Through its programs, SSGM is contributing to 
evidence-based policy making and to positive processes of 
economic, social and political change in the region. 

Since 2014, our research has been focussed around three 
thematic clusters: 

 > Resources, Conflict and Justice
 > Politics, Elections, Leadership and Governance 
 > Gender, Health, Social Development and Migration 

SSGM has an exemplary track record of research capacity 
building focussed not only on academic researchers but 
also upon practitioners and local civil society actors.  
Situated at the ANU – Australia’s pre-eminent research 
training institution – SSGM is uniquely positioned to lead on 
research capacity building in the region. SSGM staff teach 
into the only Pacific Studies Degree in the country, convene 
the Pasifika Australia Outreach Program as well as the 
Conflict and Development Specialisation within the Masters 
of Applied Anthropology and Development, and boast 
the largest and fastest growing Pacific-focused doctoral 
program anywhere in the world. SSGM staff are committed 
to research capacity building and take very seriously our 
mandate to train and nurture the next generation of Pacific 
scholars. We also have considerable experience delivering 
policy briefings and conducting pre-departure advice and 
training for DFAT officers, contracted advisors, and other 
development practitioners.

Since October 2013 the Centre for Democratic Institutions 
(CDI) has been co-located with and operated by SSGM, 
resulting in benefits to both SSGM and CDI, including 
a strengthened research-policy-programming nexus. 
Frequent and regular interaction between SSGM researchers 
and CDI program staff has encouraged collaboration 
and provided opportunities for research to contribute to 
evidenced-based policy making and enhanced program 
design. 

SSGM’s recently established Policy Hub, staffed by 
three Senior Policy Fellows, is founded upon the same 
operational principles, thereby enabling SSGM to play a 
strong policy coordination role in the region by undertaking 
analytical work for, and providing authoritative advice to, 
key implementing partners seeking to tailor innovative 
program designs to local aid program needs. 

This report provides an overview of the work conducted 
against our core objectives in 2014/15. 

A B O U T  U S
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SSGM continues to undertake policy relevant 
research on politics, political participation and 
democracy in Melanesia and the broader Pacific. 
This research has helped to deepen knowledge 
of how formal and informal political institutions 
operate in the region, and what this means for the 
pursuit of better development outcomes. 

1. Elections, Electoral Politics & Changing 
Political Culture
In 2014/15 significant elections were held in Solomon 
Islands, Bougainville, Tonga and Fiji. SSGM researchers 
undertook a wide range of research that has increased 
our understanding of elections and electoral politics and 
will provide empirical evidence of relevance to donors and 
regional governments administering elections and seeking 
to improve democratic governance. 

In September 2014 Fiji held its first election in eight years, 
the first under the 2013 constitution, and the first using a 
common roll of electors with proportional representation. 
SSGM Visiting Fellow Scott McWilliam was on the ground 
for the elections and subsequently presented at SSGM’s 
Fiji: Return to Democracy Workshop, convened by Stewart 
Firth. The workshop brought together experts from DFAT, 
the Australian Electoral Commission, and SSGM as well 
as a Fiji parliamentarian Tupou Draunidalo. Many of the 
presentations were subsequently published in the April 
2015 special issue of The Round Table: the Commonwealth 
Journal of International Affairs, edited by Professor Brij 
Lal. 

In October/November 2014 Nicole Haley, Julien 
Barbara and Kerry Zubrinich led a comprehensive 
election observation in Solomon Islands. Involving 60 
local researchers, and 15 SSGM scholars and affiliates 
in mentoring roles, the observation covered the election 
period, polling day and the post-period and has generated 
significant data on electoral politics, political participation, 
campaigning and election administration. It will provide the 
basis for significant comparative work in the future. Further 
detail about the observation and its key findings can be 
found on the next pages.

The recently completed 2015 elections for the Autonomous 
Government of Bougainville have implications for 
Bougainville, PNG and the region more broadly. The new 
government will preside over the five-year period during 
which according to the Bougainville Peace Agreement, 
there must be a referendum that includes as one of its 
options, full independence for the Autonomous Bougainville 
Region. To understand the local dynamics of the election, 
Thiago Oppermann conducted fieldwork in Bougainville 
from March to June 2015. He paid particular attention to 
village-level political organisation, the role of political parties, 
the politics of the Presidential contest, and together with 
Kerryn Baker examined women’s political participation. 
Both represented the ANU amongst the official International 
Observers.  Podcasts concerning the Bougainville elections 
can be found on the SSGM website.

The past year also saw Julien Barbara and Kerryn Baker 
commence a research collaboration on democratic reform 
in Tonga and the changing nature of democratic culture in 
the country following democratic reforms in 2010.  

In 2015/16 the politics cluster will collaborate with 
colleagues at the National University of Samoa to observe 
the forthcoming Samoan elections and will collaborate 
with CDI to host a series of workshops on elections and 
electoral politics, which will draw on our election observation 
experiences to reflect upon the lessons learned and to 
identify policy implications for electoral support. 

Thiago Oppermann will continue his research concerning 
local-level politics and the dynamics of ‘traditional’ 
social organisation in Bougainville. The stresses and 
transformations affecting villagers in the Autonomous 
Bougainville Region will provide the context for his study 
of Councils of Elders and other institutions of village 
government, and will form the background for a series of 
papers on the current political situation of Bougainville.

P O L I T I C S ,  E L E C T I O N S ,  L E A D E R S H I P  & 
G O V E R N A N C E

Source: Thiago Oppermann - voting during the 2015 Bougainville Elections
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In November 2014 Solomon Islands conducted 
its ninth general election since independence. With 
accreditation from the Solomon Islands Electoral 
Commission and financial support from DFAT, SSGM 
and CDI deployed 12 teams to undertake systematic 
observation, monitoring and assessment of the elections.  
Overall, the group comprised academics and professional 
staff from both programs, affiliated academics, and 60 
locally engaged domestic observers. 

The approach employed built on observations of the 2007 
and 2012 PNG elections (Haley and Anere 2009; Haley 
and Zubrinich 2013). Observations were undertaken in six 
provinces (Western, Isabel, Central, Malaita, Guadalcanal 
and Makira) and 12 separate constituencies, spread across 
the country to ensure a national perspective. As in PNG, 
constituencies were purposefully selected to ensure a 
representative mix. 

Through our work in PNG over the past decade, SSGM 
scholars have developed an election observation tool that 
generates quantitative and qualitative data in a systematic 
way to inform: improved election management, future 
donor engagement, political economy analysis, and 
academic research concerning electoral politics and the 
changing nature of political culture in Melanesia. In the 
Solomon Islands case, individual observers were engaged 
to undertake 20 days’ observations over a five-week period 
and were given the task of making observations during 
the campaign, pre-poll, polling, and counting periods. In 
total, observations were carried out at 148 polling stations. 
Observers also conducted citizen surveys during the pre-
poll and post-polling periods. In total, 2564 citizens were 
surveyed.

Election Monitoring Tools
A comprehensive observer journal remains the major 
observation tool. It is intended not merely to collect 
quantitative data but to assess the conduct of the election 
and citizen experiences of it through the campaign, on 
polling day and in the immediate aftermath of the election. 

Local observers were trained to use the journal in late 
October 2014 and were deployed to their respective 
constituencies soon thereafter. They undertook detailed 
observations from 10–21 November. For the first time ever, 
electronic tablets were used to record citizen responses to 
two surveys carried out pre- and post-polling periods. This 
reduced data-entry errors and the time needed for data 
analysis. 

The journal is divided into 12 sections, with particular 
attention given to: the new Biometric Voter Registration (BVR) 
System introduced by the Solomon Islands Government for 
this election, the performance of key electoral personnel, 
the nature of campaigning, the influence of political parties, 
the influence of ‘money politics’, vote buying and political 
gifting, the conduct of polling, voting irregularities, and 
the impact of mobile phones on the election. Importantly, 
observations and reflections are triangulated against citizen 
experiences, with individual topics explored in a number of 
ways.

2014 Solomon Islands  Election Observation
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2014 Solomon Islands  Election Observation
Key Findings

 > A key success was the new electoral roll compiled with 
the use of BVR. It was well received, enjoys popular 
support, raised confidence in the integrity of the electoral 
process and makes it difficult for voters to double vote. 
Procedural inconsistencies and some instances of 
electoral fraud were identified on polling day, although 
these did not appear to be widespread nor significant 
enough to undermine the overall integrity of the process.

 > The Political Parties Integrity Act introduced in 2014 
did not deliver the stronger parties that reformers had 
envisioned. Less than half (46%) of all candidates 
were party endorsed, and two-thirds (68%) of those 
elected ran as independents. The incumbent return 
rate in this election was significantly higher than in 
previous elections, with two-thirds (66%) of sitting MPs 
returned. Many observers attributed this to increases in 
Constituency Development Funds and a proliferation of 
money politics.

 > Mobile phones were used to great effect to deliver 
information about the election and the voter registration 
process. Observers also noted that mobile phones were 
used to share information about the election; to contact 
polling officials; to source information about the time and 
location of campaign events; and, in Honiara, to confirm 
voter registration details. On the other hand, observers 
also noted the use of mobile phones to influence voters, 
to intimidate voters, to facilitate gifting and vote buying, 
to mobilise support, to distract poll- ing officials, to 
spread misinformation about particular candidates, to 
report back to candidates, and to co-ordinate post-
voting festivities.

 > Major shifts in political culture, including the nature of 
campaigning and the influence of money politics, were 
also observed. The evidence about money politics in 
Solomon Islands elections was hitherto anecdotal. 
Through the observation, we obtained concrete data 
with respect to political gifting, vote buying and the 
sale of voter ID cards, made possible through the 
introduction of BVR. Across the country, supporters 
gathered in makeshift camps, where they enjoyed the 
hospitality of candidates. These were central to the 
distribution of cash and gifts.

 > Our work in PNG has shown beyond a doubt that men 
and women experience and participate in elections 
differently (Haley and Zubrinich 2013), and this also 
appears to be the case in Solomon Islands. Across 
the country, observers noted that women tended to 
play mainly support roles during the campaign period. 
As voters, a significant proportion of women (13%–
45% depending on constituency) self-reported having 
experienced intimidation when voting.  

 > Just as voting experiences are gendered, so too is 
money politics. In Solomon Islands, men typically receive 
cash and gifts more often than women, and in larger 
amounts. Nearly two-thirds (64%) of those who elicited 
cash from candidates were men. In addition, men 
reported receiving 20% more than women in exchange 
for their vote, while fewer men reported experiencing 
intimidation.

 > Another key success was the performance of the 
security personnel. The Royal Solomon Islands Police 
Force and Correctional Services worked well together, 
ensuring the election ran smoothly and was largely 
event free. Although procedural inconsistencies and 
some instances of electoral fraud were identified on 
polling day, they did not appear to be widespread nor 
significant enough to undermine the overall integrity of 
the process.

The full observation report is currently being finalised for 
presentation to the Solomon Islands Chief Electoral Officer, 
and will form the basis of a series of publications in the 
coming months.

Source: SSGM election observers
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2. Contemporary Leadership in Melanesia & 
the Broader Pacific
SSGM continues to undertake research on developmental 
leadership, exploring how Pacific leaders and elites, 
representing different groups, interests and organisations, 
mobilise to undertake collective action to achieve significant 
policy reform. This work engages with the findings and 
research undertaken by the UK-based Developmental 
Leadership Program (DLP) and draws upon the analytical 
framework and developmental leadership scans Julien 
Barbara and Nicole Haley developed for the Suva-based 
Pacific Leadership Program (PLP) in mid-2014.

In 2014/15 SSGM formalised a research partnership with 
PLP to progress collaborative research on development 
issues. This saw Julien Barbara undertake a research 
project analysing the role of the private sector in Tonga. 
In June Julien Barbara and Hannah McMahon then 
commenced a four-country study of youth employment 
and the degree to which youth organisations in Solomon 
Islands, Samoa, Tonga and Vanuatu, and at the regional 
level, are able to engage with employment policy issues 
in support of improved employment outcomes and 
opportunities for young people.

Kerryn Baker, who submitted her doctoral thesis in late 
2014, joined SSGM as a Pacific Politics research fellow 
in May 2015. Throughout the year she continued her 
research on women’s political leadership across the region. 
This included detailed observation of women’s political 
leadership during the Bougainville elections campaign and 
similar research in Solomon Islands during the national 
elections. This work is of direct relevance to donors 
and regional governments seeking to support women 
candidates to win electoral contests.

Julien Barbara, John Cox and Michael Leach of 
Swinburne University progressed research on the emerging 
middle class in the Pacific and its influence on politics and 
development. This work included the development of an 
analytical framework which used key categories such 
as education, employment, income and urbanisation to 
identify the emerging middle class. 

In 2015/16 we will use this analytical framework to conduct 
detailed country-level analysis of the emerging middle 
class in PNG, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste. SSGM 
also plans to partner with PLP to support a Suva-based 
colloquium on developmental leadership, bringing together 
researchers, policy makers and donors to consider effective 
ways to support developmental leadership across the 
region.

Gender Quotas in the Pacific
Kerryn’s PhD thesis examined how actors involved in 
parliamentary gender quota campaigns in the Pacific 
Islands region make sense of the success or failure 
of the campaigns. Using a qualitative-interpretive 
research method, this research drew on interviews 
with participants and archival data in four case studies 
– Samoa, PNG, Bougainville and the French Pacific 
territories.  The research showed how the meaning of 
success in quota campaigns, and related notions of 
gender and representation, are interpreted by actors 
through drawing on different traditions. These actors 
are not restricted by these traditions but are instead 
renegotiating and redefining them according to their 
goals, pressures from both cultural and international 
feminist contexts, and in answer to dilemmas that are 
presented. Each actor involved in a quota campaign 
potentially has a different, or multiple different, 
interpretations of what constitutes success in terms of 
quota adoption. 

As the under-representation of women in politics is an 
ongoing issue for countries in the Pacific Islands region, 
this research provides a potential background resource 
for researchers and policy-makers in its comparison 
of four gender quota campaigns. Furthermore, it 
contributes to a more comprehensive understanding 
of how gender quota campaigns are conducted, why 
gender quotas are adopted or not adopted, and the 
criteria by which gender quotas that are adopted will 
be evaluated.

Since submitting her PhD, in addition to her work 
on legislative measures to increase women’s 
representation, Kerryn has conducted research on the 
campaign strategies of women candidates in elections.
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3. Improving Women’s Participation & 
Political Representation
Despite some notable election victories by women 
candidates in Solomon Islands and Bougainville, women 
continue to be grossly underrepresented in parliaments 
in the region and finding ways to better support women 
to perform well in Pacific elections remains a major policy 
challenge. This is a major research priority for SSGM, which 
undertook a range of research projects to fill significant 
empirical gaps on women’s political leadership and what 
makes for more effective electoral participation on the part 
of women throughout 2014/15.

In 2014/15, Nicole Haley and Kerry Zubrinich continued 
their major, cluster-wide research project Improving 
Women’s Leadership, Political Participation and Decision 
Making in the Pacific funded by DFAT’s Pacific Women 
Shaping Pacific Development (PWSPD) Program. Key 
activities undertaken over the past year have included 
analytical work concerning women’s participation in the PNG 
public sector, election observations in Solomon Islands and 
Bougainville, work on women’s representation in Tonga, 
and research with nominated women’s representatives 
sitting in PNG’s provincial assemblies.

SSGM’s research concerning women’s participation in the 
PNG public sector showed that the gender profile of the 
service is remarkably complex, with some agencies and 
regions performing considerably better than others. For 
instance, although women are well represented in central 
government agencies they are severely underrepresented 
in senior positions at the sub-national level where services 
are delivered. Work is now needed to improve the gender 
profile of line agencies and of provincial and district 
administrations.

As part of the same PWSPD-funded project, Kerryn Baker 
progressed research on women’s under-representation 
and the role of gender-based parliamentary quotas. This 
included an analysis of the potential role of temporary 
special measures in the Tongan parliament as a means 
of improving women’s representation. Kerryn Baker 
and Priya Chattier also undertook research on women 
candidates in the 2014 Solomon Islands elections, while 
Kerryn Baker and Thiago Oppermann undertook 
research on women’s political participation in the 2015 
Autonomous Bougainville Government elections.

In 2015/16 Nicole Haley, Kerry Zubrinich and Kerryn 
Baker will continue their research on women’s leadership 
and political participation in the Pacific, exploring in 
particular more effective forms of support for women 
candidates. Together with Roannie Ng Shiu they plan to 
observe the Samoan elections and study the operation of 
the special measures adopted in 2014.

In the coming year SSGM doctoral candidate, Almah 
Tararia, will commence her doctoral fieldwork exploring 
women’s political participation and decision making at the 
local level in PNG’s New Ireland Province.

Source: Kerryn Baker - Rita Pearson, 2015 election candidate in Taonita Teop, Autonomous Region of Bougainville, with some of her campaign team.
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Important Lessons Learnt from SSGM’s Women’s Leadership Research
Over the past two years SSGM scholars have, with PWSPD support, generated a sizeable corpus of new research 
concerning women’s leadership and political participation across the region. This research not only lays the foundations 
for a more nuanced analysis of women’s political participation in Melanesia and the Pacific more broadly, but has 
important policy and program development implications.

What does the research tell us?

 > There is growing evidence that the social capital of urban elites (male and female alike) does not translate into 
votes at the ballot box in Melanesia or the broader Pacific. Instead women who perform well at the polls are either 
community-based or have deep connections to their electorates; have strong males backers; are from high profile 
families; have often built good reputations as a local representative; have a constituency support base; have 
significant involvement in the church; and are recognised as serving the community or delivering benefits locally. 

 > Few women who have contested recent national elections in PNG, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu fit this description, 
and this goes a long way towards explaining why women candidates continue to perform so poorly. 

 > Notwithstanding the above, our research with women nominated to sit on PNG’s provincial assemblies has shown 
that many of these women were amongst the better performing unsuccessful candidates in the 2012 national 
elections. Credibly contesting national level elections and finishing amongst the top-ranked losing candidates is 
clearly one of the pathways to local and provincial (sub-national) leadership.

 > The experiences of this particular group of women differ from those of Local Level Government nominees who 
report numerous barriers to active participation – consistent with the findings from our Tuvalu research concerning 
women on the Island councils.

 > Our work in PNG and Solomon Islands shows that men and women experience and participate in elections 
differently. Specifically women report experiencing intimidation more frequently than their male counterparts, while 
men report receiving cash and gifts more often than women and in larger amounts. Regardless of sex, the majority 
of men and women who receive cash and gifts feel bound to honour their voting commitments, despite the fact 
that men are far more likely to have personally elicited cash or gifts in return for their vote.

Why is this important? What are the policy and programming implications?

 > Selection processes that prioritise the characteristics common to women who have performed well in past elections 
should be applied to future training courses for women intending to contest forthcoming elections. Put simply, 
women selected to receive women’s candidate training and support need to be drawn from a different pool. 

 > The emerging consensus that existing initiatives focused on political representation at the national level will not 
achieve a critical mass of women in leadership positions across all levels of decision making is somewhat flawed, 
as demonstrated by the those women who have parlayed their national election losses into positions of influence 
at the sub-national level.

 > The success or otherwise of initiatives such as women’s candidate training need to be assessed in broader terms – 
not just in terms of the number of women elected to parliament – and must recognise the inter-relationship between 
different forms and levels of political participation.

 > Increasing violence and intimidation in the context of elections, coupled with the gendered nature of money politics, 
means that women in PNG, Solomon Islands and possibly elsewhere in Melanesia, are not participating in elections 
as equal citizens. Their experience of elections is that they are neither free, fair, safe, nor inclusive. If maximum 
voter franchise is to be achieved, attempts to improve women’s political participation in Melanesia must give due 
regard to the gendered nature of political gifting and money politics, and to the intimidation women voters report 
experiencing on polling day, otherwise they are unlikely to be effective.
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4. Politics of Service Delivery
SSGM scholars continued research on the politics of 
service delivery and the political economy of sub-national 
governance. This research seeks to better understand 
district and local-level governance and the politics of 
devolved funding, including what increased district-
level funding means for evolving political settlements in 
Melanesia.

In 2014/15 Colin Wiltshire, working in collaboration with 
researchers at PNG’s National Research Institute and 
the Development Policy Centre, launched a major report 
based on representative data collected through public 
expenditure tracking entitled ‘A lost decade? Service 
delivery and reform in Papua New Guinea 2002 – 2012’. 
Follow-up case studies will be conducted in 2015/16 to 
assess expenditure reforms in selected districts to inform 
policy recommendations. 

Colin Wiltshire also worked on a major World Bank health 
survey that investigated financial and expenditure practices 
of PNG’s hospitals and large health facilities. This research 
was conducted in collaboration with PNG’s Institute for 
Medical Research, the Nossal Institute at the University of 
Melbourne and the University of Southern Carolina.

Richard Eves, Colin Wiltshire and Almah Tararia 
undertook a district assessment and political context 
analysis of the remote Obura Wonenara District in PNG’s 
Eastern Highlands Province. This research, commissioned 
by CARE, was undertaken to help shape and inform formal 

agreements for collaboration between CARE’s Integrated 
Community Development Program (ICDP) and the district 
administration, including the recently established District 
Development Authority (DDA), from early 2016 onwards.

In addition to these PNG projects, Julien Barbara and 
Lucas Walsh of Monash University progressed research on 
the politics of higher education with an investigation of the 
establishment of the Solomon Islands National University.

In 2015/16, Anthony Regan and Colin Wiltshire 
will progress a collaboration with PNG’s DFAT-funded 
Provincial and Local Governments Program to support the 
development of a decentralisation and district engagement 
strategy for the Australian Aid Program. In the first instance 
this will involve the development of background papers on 
the history and current state of decentralisation in PNG and 
an assessment of implications of DDAs on service delivery 
in PNG.

In 2015/16 James Batley, Colin Wiltshire and Julien 
Barbara will initiate a long-term comparative project on 
constituency funding in Melanesia, which will compare 
constituency funding models in PNG, Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu. The project will analyse differences in 
constituency funding models across the region, implications 
of constituency funding for politics and development, 
and options for donors to engage constructively with 
constituency funding regimes. 

Photo source: Richard Eves
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5. Sub-National Nationhood, Self 
Determination & the New Geo-Politics of 
the Pacific
2014/15 has seen renewed interest in Pacific regionalism 
following endorsement of the Framework for Pacific 
Regionalism by Pacific Islands Forum Leaders in July 2014.  
After three years in the role as SSGM’s Program Manager, 
Joel Nilon left the ANU to take a position with the Pacific 
Islands Forum Secretariat working on the implementation 
of the new framework. 

SSGM scholars continue to undertake research that 
explores the politics of regionalism, the new geo-politics 
of the Pacific and the politics of identity and ethnicity. 
Graeme Smith is leading a diverse team of researchers 
investigating China’s Engagement in the Pacific. In 2014/15 
he presented a report commissioned by UNDP China, 
entitled The Development Needs of Pacific Countries, which 
drew upon the skills of Pacific and Chinese researchers. 
It was the first study of its kind to involve the Chinese 
Academy of International Trade and Economic Cooperation 
(the think tank affiliated with China’s Ministry of Commerce) 
in international research collaboration. SSGM students 
Almah Tararia and George Carter were responsible for 
the PNG and Samoa sections of the report, which made 
recommendations for how China can effectively target its 
development assistance in the Pacific and engage in aid 
cooperation with traditional donors such as Australia. 

SSGM’s doctoral researchers investigating China’s 
engagement in the Pacific include: Denghua Zhang, a 
former Chinese diplomat and international relations scholar, 
who is examining China’s motivations for engaging in 
trilateral aid cooperation with case studies in Timor-Leste, 
PNG and Cambodia; Shaun Gessler, an anthropologist 

who is researching interactions between landowners 
and the Ramu Nickel project in Madang province, PNG; 
and Colonel Pete Connolly, a serving Australian army 
officer and strategic studies specialist, who is examining 
China-Australia relations and military cooperation in PNG, 
East Timor and Fiji. In 2015 chapters by Connolly, Zhang 
and Smith will appear in China’s Blue Book on Oceania, 
the official reference work for Chinese policymakers and 
academics.

In 2014/15 SSGM also hosted leading Pacific researchers 
from Chinese universities, including Professor Changsen Yu 
from Sun Yat Sen University’s Centre for Oceanian Studies 
and Mona He from Tsinghua University.

During the past year Stewart Firth continued to pursue 
research on security in the region and investigate new 
developments in Pacific islands international relations. He 
supervises two doctoral researchers in this area. In 2014/15 
SSGM PhD scholar Suzanne O’Neill spent several months 
in Samoa and Fiji examining ‘country ownership’ in the 
way Pacific countries respond to aid policy, while George 
Carter tracked Pacific initiatives in the global negotiations 
over climate change. George joined Stewart in presenting 
a paper on ‘The Post-RAMSI Mood in Melanesia’ at the 
Asia Pacific Security from the Ground Up workshop, to be 
published in Asia and the Pacific Security Studies in 2016.  

In 2015/16 Suzanne and George will continue their fieldwork 
in the region, as will Scott Robertson whose doctoral 
research explores the role of competing conceptions 
of citizenship and belonging in the broader debate on 
independence in New Caledonia.  Scott has recently 
returned from his first period of fieldwork in Noumea and will 
commence another in mid-September. Whilst undertaking 
his fieldwork he will be based at the University of New 
Caledonia. 

Photo taken during fieldwork for the preparation of the Development Needs of Pacific Countries Report 



Annual Report 2014/2015 11

This inter-disciplinary cluster is comprised of socio-
legal scholars, sociologists, anthropologists, 
human geographers and political scientists.  
Our research focuses broadly on the institutions 
of justice and security, livelihood strategies, 
extractive industries, land and other resources, 
and processes of state-making and peace-
building in Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the Pacific 
more broadly.

1. Institutions of Justice & Security
Institutions of justice and security are fundamental to 
promoting safety and security, to mediating and preventing 
violence and to promoting stability.  We are deepening 
knowledge about how these diverse institutions respond 
to the changing nature of conflicts and disputes and which 
institutions are effectively enabling access to justice and 
promoting security.

In 2014/2015 work progressed under Legal Innovation in 
PNG, a project led by Melissa Demian and funded by the 
UK Economic and Social Research Council.  It explores 
transformations in PNG’s village courts system since their 
inception nearly 40 years ago, as well as the relationship 
between this system and extra-legal dispute management 
forums.

Miranda Forsyth continued her work on Sorcery and 
Witchcraft Practices and Beliefs in Melanesia, aiming to 
deepen understanding about both the negative social 
impacts of these beliefs and practices, particularly sorcery 
accusation related violence, and also the debates and 
interventions involved in addressing them.  Working as 
part of the Committee against Sorcery Accusation Related 
Violence, Miranda assisted in finalising a Draft National 
Action Plan to address sorcery accusation related violence 
that was presented to and passed by the PNG National 
Executive Council in July 2015.

Sinclair Dinnen and Kylie McKenna commenced a 
new project, Innovation in the Redress of Wrongs and 
Enhancement of Security?  Barrick’s Responses to Security 
and Human Rights Issues at the Porgera Mine in Enga 
Province.  In contrast to more familiar narratives, which 
link business to conflict, this research explores the way 
in which extractive companies such as Barrick have been 
responsible for a number of innovations in areas such as 
security, public-private partnerships and alternative dispute 
resolution mechanisms.  To date two periods of fieldwork in 
Porgera and Port Moresby have been conducted and initial 
findings distilled in an In Brief and informal seminar.

Miranda Forsyth completed her ARC-funded project 
on Intellectual Property and its Impact on Development 
in Pacific Island Countries.  Based on multiple periods 
of fieldwork in five Pacific island countries, the project 
investigated both global intellectual property rights and 
also traditional knowledge related rights in relation to a 
range of development related issues in the region, including 
food security, cultural industries, access to medicine and 
educational materials.  Some of the case studies from the 
project are presented in a co-authored monograph due to 
be published in August 2015.  As part of this work Miranda 
co-authored a report on Pacific Trade and Human Rights 
2014 for UNDP and in 2015 was appointed the External 
Advisor on Intellectual Property and Research Policy to 
the PNG Science and Technology Secretariat.  In this role 
she also assisted in the development of PNG’s National 
Research Agenda which is in the process of being finalised.

The cluster has also convened and participated in a number 
of events under the theme of Opportunities and Challenges 
for Legal Pluralism in Pacific Island Countries, an ongoing 
enquiry into the plural nature of conflict management and 
dispute resolution in Melanesia.

Legal Innovation in PNG
Village courts are arguably one of PNG’s institutional success stories in the post-independence era, but have 
received little in the way of sustained critical attention. Since 2012, Melissa Demian and four other team members 
from the Legal Innovation in PNG project have been documenting the activities of village courts and more informal 
dispute management forums in six sample areas around the country. The project, which concludes in 2015, provides 
a rigorous assessment of how the courts have changed since their inception, how they have adapted to local social 
conditions in the areas where they operate, and crucially, how they can best be supported to continue their work at 
the front lines of justice provision in PNG.

Key amongst the project’s findings is that it has become clear that village courts, while dealing with localised 
conflicts as they were in fact envisioned to do, are also actively addressing questions of national significance. They 
regularly hear cases that deal with increasing pressure on land use, with the changing nature of marriage in PNG, and 
on the fraught issue of sorcery accusations. As such, these courts are ideally placed to ‘take the temperature’ of how 
grassroots Papua New Guineans think about and engage with problems that affect every level of the country’s legal 
system.

Melissa has presented findings from the Legal Innovation in PNG project in a series of In Briefs that have addressed a 
range of issues, including the current functions of village courts in dispute resolution, the impact of legislative changes 
upon their operation and policy implications for the future of the courts. 

R E S O U R C E S ,  C O N F L I C T  &  J U S T I C E



12 State, Society & Governanve in Melanesia

Another project developed by the cluster during this 
period was an investigation of Judicial Independence in 
Melanesia, which aims to highlight the factors that influence 
judicial independence in Melanesia, both positively and 
negatively.  This project, designed in collaboration with 
the Crawford School’s Bjoern Dressel, is part of a larger 
project on Informal Networks in Non-Western Judiciaries: 
Comparative Perspectives.

Sinclair Dinnen and Gordon Peake continued their 
Policing Melanesia research project, which investigates the 
potential of hybrid policing models, such as ‘community 
officers’ in Solomon Islands and ‘community auxiliary 
officers’ in Bougainville.  They organised an international 
panel on plural policing at the 2015 Australasian Aid 
Conference and continue to work closely with the Australian 
Federal Police and other regional police services and 
organisations engaged in police reform.

In 2015/2016 we plan to continue each of the above-
mentioned research projects. Miranda Forsyth has 
prepared a large, multi-year, collaborative research project 
to monitor the impact of the Sorcery National Action Plan 
and other ongoing interventions.  It is expected that this 
project will get underway in late 2015.

The cluster is also actively developing a Memorandum 
of Understanding with the PNG Constitutional and Law 
Reform Commission that would enable greater research 
collaboration with SSGM.  An initial component of this 
collaboration is a planned two week intensive training course 
in research design and methodologies to be conducted in 
Port Moresby in August 2015.

Melanesia’s Violent Environments: extractive industries, agrarian change and violence in Island 
Melanesia
Matthew Allen has continued work on his ARC Discovery Early Career Research Award (DECRA) project, Melanesia’s 
Violent Environments: extractive industries, agrarian change and violence in Island Melanesia. Inspired by the work 
of UC Berkeley Professor Michael Watts on oil and political change in Nigeria, the project is investigating the political 
ecology of large-scale mining on large islands in the Western Pacific with a particular focus on Bougainville and 
Solomon Islands. At a conceptual level, the project seeks to bring empirical case studies from Island Melanesia into 
closer conversation with both the “island studies” literature and theoretical work in political and economic geography. 
A working hypothesis is that the political and economic geography of islands, combined with key dimensions of 
Melanesian sociality, renders Melanesia’s large islands especially, perhaps exceptionally, potent arenas for the 
contentious politics that can accompany extractive resource industries. 

A more robust understanding of the interactions between large-scale mining and political economic change in Island 
Melanesia is anticipated to support the management of impacts of the region’s anticipated mining boom. It is hoped 
that the research findings will feed into the mining policy development processes that are currently in train in both 
Solomon Islands and Bougainville.

Matthew is about half way through the fieldwork phase of the project having carried out three and half months of 
fieldwork on Bougainville and in Solomon Islands since mid-2014. The research will form the foundation for a scholarly 
book and a series of discussion papers and journal articles, and is progressing Matthew’s longstanding interests in the 
Melanesian version of the “resource curse” and its implications for state formation in the Western Pacific. 

Matt Allen: photo taken during DECRA fieldwork 
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2. Rural & Urban Livelihoods
Rural and urban livelihood strategies are shaped by diverse 
and changing social, economic and environmental factors. 
Understanding these challenges and the opportunities 
people face in producing and accessing food, as well as 
in attaining money, is central to addressing food insecurity, 
poverty and inequality throughout the region. Collectively, 
we examine the livelihood strategies of people in urban, 
peri-urban and rural areas, and the movement of people 
and goods between these spaces. We also explore the 
tensions, negotiations and innovations that surround 
making a living in Melanesia. Our research is guided by 
our long-term observations that a deeper understanding of 
local social and cultural context is critical, rather than a sole 
focus on institutional, regulatory, or agronomic solutions.

In 2014/2015 we worked in the three key areas of urban 
livelihoods, marketplaces and food security under the rural 
and urban livelihoods theme.  Michelle Rooney continued 
her doctoral research on an exploration of the dialectic 
relationships between space and value systems that 
influence the political economy of urban informal settlement 
livelihoods in Port Moresby.  Her findings to date have been 
presented in a series of In Briefs.

Tim Sharp has continued his research on the social 
dimensions of economic activity in Melanesia, with a focus 
on marketplaces and the informal economy. This research 
builds upon his doctoral research concerning the marketing 
of betel nut.  

Visiting Fellow Bryant Allen continues to collaborate with 
Mike Bourke to conduct research on food security in PNG. 
They are working to consolidate and synthesise, as well 
as update, several decades of research into food security 
issues in PNG.   Bryant Allen has also written a Year 11 
Geography text for PNG secondary school curriculum and 
plans to write the Year 12 one later this year.

In 2015/2016 the cluster intends to develop closer 
collaborations with PNG’s National Agricultural Research 
Institute and provide training for their staff to enable them 
to update and manage the statistics in Food & Agriculture 
and to begin to monitor selected sites for signs of land 
degradation and food production problems. 

The publication of two books, Food Security in Papua 
New Guinea, and Agricultural Systems of Papua New 
Guinea, are planned for late 2015/2016, which will make 
the information contained in the 20 Working Papers from 
the finalised Mapping Agriculture System in PNG project 
more accessible, especially to colleagues and practitioners 
in PNG.

Source: Melissa Demian - photo taken during fieldwork in Milne Bay



14 State, Society & Governanve in Melanesia

3. Land Tenure, Extractive Industries, 
Resources 
Extractive industries and contests over land and resources 
are both keys to the development of parts of the region and 
also a source of potential and actual violent conflict.  Enclave 
resource developments have the potential to exacerbate 
existing spatial inequalities, create new divisions, and 
intensify tensions between groups.  Our work in this thematic 
area studies the broad social, cultural, environmental and 
economic impacts of resource and land developments and 
the complex local and global dynamics that surround them.  
We have a particular interest in exploring how the ‘natural 
resource curse’ might be transformed into a ‘resource 
blessing.’

In 2014/2015 we worked in two main areas: land and 
extractive industries.

In relation to land, Siobhan McDonnell, Matthew Allen, 
Julien Barbara and Joseph Foukona began work on 
Land Reform in Solomon Islands and produced an initial 
report on pathways to land reform in Solomon Islands that 
draws on experience from other Melanesian countries. 
This builds on the 2014 For Sale: Land and Exclusion in 
Melanesia workshop.

PhD Scholar Meabh Cryan commenced the fieldwork 
component of her doctoral research Discourses of Land 
and Life: Contested Land Access in Timor-Leste.  This 
research seeks to better understand the processes of 
state formation and legitimisation that are taking place in 
Timor-Leste, through understanding the politics and actors 
involved in the ongoing struggle to conceptualise land 
rights at local, national and international levels.

Issues associated with extractive industries were explored 
from a number of different perspectives.  Matthew Allen 
continued work on his ARC DECRA project, Melanesia’s 
Violent Environments: extractive industries, agrarian change 
and violence in Island Melanesia, which investigates the 
political ecology of large-scale mining on large islands in the 
Western Pacific.  To this end, he undertook several months 
of fieldwork in Bougainville and Solomon Islands in the first 
half of 2015. 

Kylie McKenna consolidated her previous research on 
corporate social responsibility, natural resource conflict 
and peace-building, finalising a monograph on the subject.  
This research proposes a new model of Corporate Social 
Responsibility (CSR). Reconceptualised as ‘Interdependent 
Engagement’, the model transforms existing approaches 
to CSR to engage with key sources of resource conflict in 
Bougainville and West Papua.   In June 2015, PhD Scholar 
Shaun Gessler commenced the fieldwork component of 
his doctoral research investigating the social impacts of the 
Ramu Nickel mine, PNG. 

Anthony Regan continued his collaborative research 
with Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh (Griffith University) on an 
Australian Development Research Award (ADRA) funded 
project on Small-scale and Illegal Mining in Bougainville.  
Anita Togolo commenced the fieldwork component of her 
doctoral research, Understanding and Regulating Access 
to Minerals by Small Scale Miners in Customary Land in 
Predominantly Matrilineal Post-Conflict Bougainville.  This 
project aims to better understand the main avenues of 
access by small-scale miners to minerals in customary 
land in Bougainville, and explore evidence-based options 
for policy to regulate access in ways that ensure people 
can maximise benefits whilst also addressing the negative 
impact of the industry.

Coral Bell School Horizon Seminar Series: Interrogating ‘Hybridity’: History, Power and Scale
Working in collaboration with colleagues from across the Coral Bell School, SSGM scholars have convened a monthly 
seminar series, Critically Interrogating Hybridity. This seminar series, and the collaborations and work that flow from it, 
aim to interrogate, expand and develop the concept of “hybridity” that has acquired increasing prominence across a 
range of social science disciplines and policy discourses (Richmond 2009; 2010; 2011).  Through the series, scholars 
have engaged in a prolonged cross-disciplinary conversation about hybridity with the intention of deepening the 
current academic and policy debates.  By drawing on colleagues from across the Coral Bell School, College of Asia 
and the Pacific and external speakers, the series has supported the development of a research network that can 
expand the debate on hybridity beyond its current focus on individual case studies to encourage conversations 
and comparisons across cases from Asia and the Pacific, as well as across disciplinary boundaries. The series will 
culminate in a workshop in late 2015 involving Oliver Richmond from the University of Manchester and is expected to 
result in a number of scholarly publications. 
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4. State Formation, State-Building & 
Peace-Building
Understanding state formation, state-building and peace-
building processes is key to identifying the factors that 
contribute to peace, conflict and instability in the region. 
Scholars in this group examine the issues surrounding state 
formation and transitions out of destructive conflict and 
fragility in states with recent histories of violence, such as 
Timor-Leste, Bougainville and Solomon Islands.  

In 2014/2015 Anthony Regan continued his research on 
Bougainville, while Matthew Allen and Sinclair Dinnen 
continued their project looking at Solomon Islands in 
transition which takes the draw-down of RAMSI as a point 
of departure, and brings together research on a range 
of topics pertaining to contemporary Solomon Islands.  
Sinclair Dinnen presented a keynote address at a Conflict 
Prevention Workshop organised by the Pacific Islands 
Forum Regional Security Committee in Suva, Fiji, in May 
2015.

Susan Dixon has also focussed on state-building in 
Solomon Islands. She currently has two projects on the go.  
The first, Understanding Violent Conflict as well as Conflict 
Management and Resolution in the South-Western Pacific, 
investigates Australian foreign policy concerning Melanesia, 
in particular the ways in which crisis discourse such as 
failed states, arc of instability, and ethnic violence are used 
to deflect attention from deeper problems.  The second, 
Investigating the Regional Assistance Mission to Solomon 
Islands (RAMSI) Intervention and its Aftermath, focusses on 
the impacts of RAMSI in terms of its effects on the lives of 
Solomon Islanders.

As a cluster we have a keen interest in the political 
settlements that are involved in the context of state 
formation and building, and how these relate to questions 
of long-term stability.  These issues are being explored 
actively by doctoral candidate Sue Ingram in her project 
entitled Post-Conflict Political Settlements and the Quest 
for Stability: Timor-Leste and Bougainville Compared, 
due for completion in 2016. Sue has conducted several 
briefings for the Office of National Assessments and DFAT 
over the past year, as well as disseminating her findings 
through In Briefs and a Discussion Paper.

Working together with colleagues in other parts of the Bell 
School, Lia Kent, Miranda Forsyth, Sinclair Dinnen 
and Melissa Demian have organised a monthly seminar 
series, Critically Interrogating Hybridity that is aimed at 
interrogating the concept of ‘hybridity’ as currently used 
across a range of academic disciplines and areas of policy 
discourse.

Our scholars also examined specific mechanisms and 
processes that may help or hinder transitions out of 
destructive conflict, for instance peace agreements, 
transitional justice mechanisms, reconciliation processes, 
private sector engagement and memorialisation initiatives.  

Together with Joanne Wallace and Renee Jeffery, Lia 
Kent continued work on a collaborative project, Political 
Reconciliation in the Asia Pacific, which is funded by an 
ARC Discovery Grant.  The project examines the impact 
of political reconciliation processes and practices in Timor-
Leste, Solomon Islands and Bougainville.  A related project 
of Lia’s examines the long-term impact of Timor-Leste’s 
truth commission report, Chega!. This project, which 
involves interviews with key sectors of Timorese society, 
will result in a report aimed at policymakers. 

The issue of reconciliation is also the focus of Claire 
Cronin’s ongoing PhD research into local processes of 
reconciliation in the aftermath of ‘the tensions period’ in 
Solomon Islands.

Issues regarding the impact of the past on the present 
are also being explored by SSGM PhD Scholar David 
Oakeshott in his investigation of how ‘the tensions period’ 
past is reflected in the development of peace education in 
the secondary curriculum in Solomon Islands.

Source: Kylie McKenna - photo taken during fieldwork at Porgera Mine site



16 State, Society & Governanve in MelanesiaSource: Richard Eves – photo taken during fieldwork for Do No Harm research project



Annual Report 2014/2015 17

1. The Changing Nature of Gender, 
Sexuality & Marriage
The nature of marriage, sexuality and gender have changed 
significantly in the Pacific. As commentators have noted, 
the commodification of bride-price and the growth of 
polygamy are contributing to gender inequality, violence 
against women and the transmission of HIV. Many other 
changes with ramifications for gender equality and women’s 
empowerment are also occurring: new notions of marrying 
for love; cross-cultural marriage; changing expectations of 
marriage partners; evolving Christian notions of marriage; a 
clash between traditional roles and expectations and those 
of working women; new forms of sexual networking; new 
sexual practices and new forms of sexual identity. 

SSGM’s ongoing research into the changing nature of 
gender, sexuality and marriage in Pacific is contributing to 
deeper understanding of these transitions, their implications 
for gender equality and women’s economic empowerment 
and what this means for different stakeholders working to 
address inequalities.  

In 2014/15 Jenny Munro analysed and consolidated her 
research on alcohol, gender and violence, producing a 
book chapter entitled Gender Struggles of Educated Men 
in the Papuan Highlands. The chapter will be published as 
part of a volume on Gender in the Pacific, which arises from 
the 2014 State of the Pacific. The chapter concludes that 
innovative attempts to practice equality in gender relations 
may be challenged by broader conditions that make 
violence, hierarchy, multiple marriages, early pregnancies, 
and lack of support for female education the paths of least 
resistance. The research highlights that our understanding 
of gender inequalities can be improved through a deeper 
understanding of men’s struggles with gender values, and 
by considering the ways in which gender equalities may be 
inhibited before they gain traction. 

Over the past year SSGM scholars, led by Richard Eves, 
continued to develop the body of work on the changes that 
are occurring in forms of masculinity. A key component of 
this work has been Stephanie Lusby’s doctoral research 
on Masculinity and HIV/AIDS Prevention in New Britain, 
PNG, now nearing completion. Stephanie’s research 
has explored how men have engaged with public health 
interventions aimed at preventing and raising awareness of 
HIV (and other sexually transmitted infections) and gender-
based violence in East New Britain, PNG. Her research will 
contribute to an evidence base to inform the development 
of effective prevention and advocacy programs. 

SSGM Research Fellow Priya Chattier initiated new 
research on Gender Equality and Political Party Systems 
and Processes in Fiji. Fiji is the only Pacific island country 
selected to be part of the Asia Pacific Regional Study 
on Gender Equality in the Political Party Systems and 
Processes. This study is a joint collaboration between UN 
Women Regional Office for Asia, International Institute for 
Democracy and Electoral Assistance (IDEA) and UNDP 
(Asia Pacific Office). Drawing on research that informed the 
2012 World Development Report on Gender Equality and 
Development, Priya has also been working with PhD Scholar 
Almah Tararia to produce SSGM In Briefs comparing Fiji 
and PNG data on gender norms and economic agency.

John Cox continued to work on changing attitudes to 
gender equality in Melanesia through his work as a research 
mentor during the November 2014 Solomon Islands 
Election Observation when he supported a team of local 
researchers in North Vella Lavella constituency. Based on 
these field experiences, he has written a chapter on Gender 
Transformations in Rural Solomon Islands, to be published 
shortly in a volume on Gender in the Pacific, edited by 
Ceridwen Spark and Martha Macintyre.  

Roannie Ng Shiu continued her research on Politics and 
Leadership in Samoa with Terence Wood, Jack Corbett 
and Kerryn Baker. In December 2014 Jack and Roannie 
published an article in Pacific Affairs on Samoan Politicians’ 
Perceptions of Corruption and Political Succession. She is 
completing a research project for Leadership Samoa that 
investigates the impact that its programming has had on 
alumni and their employers.

In 2015/16 Priya Chattier will continue her research on 
Gender Equality and Political Party Systems and Processes 
in Fiji. Nicole Haley and Roannie Ng Shiu will progress 
discussions with the National University of Samoa Fui 
Leapai Professor Asofou So’o and the Leadership Samoa 
Secretariat on a proposed collaboration to observe the 2016 
Samoan election. This research activity will build on the 
election observation activities that SSGM has conducted 
in Solomon Islands and PNG. With the implementation of 
Samoa’s gender quota – the first such quota in the Pacific 
– these observations will focus on the women candidates, 
their campaigning during the elections and the impact of 
the quota on election results and Parliament. 

G E N D E R ,  H E A L T H ,  S O C I A L 
D E V E L O P M E N T  &  M I G R A T I O N 
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2. Gender, Mobility & Migration
In recognition of the importance of labour migration for 
development in the region, SSGM made two strategic 
appointments to work on seasonal worker programs in the 
region. The issues of mobility and migration increasingly 
demand research attention. Men and women are relocating 
in order to work and gain access to resources – money or 
services.

In 2014/15 Rochelle Ball joined SSGM as a Fellow and 
labour mobility specialist.  Rochelle has over 20 years’ 
research policy experience in Asia Pacific labour mobility. 
She has been actively engaged in strategic research and 
outreach to strengthen Pacific labour mobility to Australia 
and has been involved in forwarding strategic discussions 
on building migration pathways from the Pacific to Australia 
for both unskilled and skilled workers. This is an issue of 
great interest to Pacific island countries and forms part 
of PACER Plus discussions. As part of a Pacific skills and 
labour mobility project, she examined future employment 
possibilities in Australia for Pacific Islanders and conducted 
labour market analysis of Australia to identify labour export 
opportunities for Pacific island countries. This work will be 
used by Pacific island countries to strategically develop 
future labour mobility plans to discuss with the Australian 
government and employers.

Rochelle Bailey also joined SSGM as a Research Fellow to 
work on labour migration issues. Rochelle has conducted 
8 years of ethnographic research on Pacific labour mobility 
while researching New Zealand’s Recognised Seasonal 
Employer Scheme (RSE). Since joining SSGM, Rochelle 
has continued her research with her New Zealand and ni-
Vanuatu participants and has published three SSGM In Briefs 
highlighting her research. These examine development 
outcomes from participation in labour mobility schemes 
for employers, Pacific seasonal workers and communities 
in host and sending regions. A key finding of her research 
is that seasonal worker labour mobility programs deliver 
positive outcomes that encourage economic development, 
not only for workers, their families and communities, 
but also for host communities and employers of Pacific 
seasonal labour. 

Rochelle Bailey and Roannie Ng Shiu have collaborated 
to examine the ways in which seasonal labour mobility 
can contribute to recovery from natural disasters through 
remittances derived from participation in labour schemes. 
Using the case of Cyclone Pam, they have documented 
the ways in which employers and communities hosting 
seasonal workers have responded to the disaster with 
assistance that aids recovery. 

SSGM’s labour mobility research agenda 
In 2014/15 SSGM scholars commenced a program of research on labour mobility, with a particular focus on seasonal 
worker programs in the region.  Labour mobility in the region as a key facilitator of regional integration and economic 
growth. It provides participating countries with the opportunity to significantly improve national income and financial 
flows to poor households through lowering the barriers to the movement of people across the region. Seasonal 
worker schemes in Australia and New Zealand have expanded work opportunities for Pacific Islanders.  Since the 
establishment of Australia’s Seasonal Worker Program and New Zealand’s Recognised Seasonal Employer Scheme a 
significant number of evaluations and studies have shown overall positive effects for Pacific families and communities 
participating in the schemes.  Evidence has shown that incomes from seasonal labour mobility have provided 
capital for the establishment of micro businesses in the Pacific, built community resilience, and enabled 
new employment opportunities for those who do not participate in labour mobility.

To date, SSGM’s labour mobility research has been published and presented in a range of academic and policy-
focussed fora. It has focussed on building and communicating the evidence regarding the opportunities and potential 
impacts of regional labour mobility, impediments to participation in seasonal worker programs, and how remittances 
from labour schemes are spent. Over the next year, SSGM will continue to build this evidence base, and work with a 
range of stakeholders to identify and address knowledge and policy gaps on labour mobility in the region. 
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Roannie Ng Shiu continued her research on Pasifika 
sports diplomacy and leadership and on the political 
participation of women in Samoa. Her research in sports 
diplomacy focuses on rugby league and the National Rugby 
League’s (NRL) Pasifika cultural engagement programs. 
The NRL is in a unique position to assist with the social 
development of Pacific communities both in Australia and 
in the region whilst also transforming the perceptions of 
Pacific communities in Australia.

Over the last two years Roannie has been part of a team, 
led by the LeVa Group in New Zealand, to develop a tool to 
support young men who are relocating for opportunities in 
the NRL. The tool helps to identify potential risks for players 
relocating and to formulate strategies to minimise mental 
health and well-being problems. Originally conceptualised 
for Pasifika players, the tool has now been expanded to 
include all players relocating and must be completed 
before the NRL agrees to accept player contracts. Roannie 
and the team from the LeVa Group are currently working 
to document the development and role of the relocation 
tool as part of the NRL’s broader well-being strategy in a 
special issue of the Journal of Sports in Society on research 
methodologies and sports scholarship.

Roannie has also worked with DFAT advising them on 
working with the NRL to help improve health and education 
outcomes in Pacific countries. A key component of DFAT’s 
investment in this area is the capacity and capability building 
of Pasifika players, something on which Roannie has been 
working with the NRL Welfare and Education department 
for the last three years. As part of this work, in September 
2014 Roannie organised and delivered the second NRL 
Pasifika Cultural Leadership camp in Sydney.

A key objective of Australia’s Labour Mobility Initiative is 
to increase women’s participation. In 2015/16 Rochelle 
Bailey and Rochelle Ball will progress research that 
addresses gaps in the labour migration field, with a strong 
emphasis on gendered participation and increasing access 
for low participating Pacific island states. 

Rochelle Bailey will also conduct further research in Vanuatu 
on the long-term development impacts of the seasonal 
labour program, examining the ways in which migrants and 
their families establish small scale enterprises. In July 2015 
she will speak at New Zealand’s RSE conference in Samoa, 
presenting research on the development outcomes and 
impacts of relationships between employers, workers and 
communities through labour mobility in the Pacific.

Priya Chattier will undertake research under the World 
Bank’s Impact Evaluation of Australia’s Seasonal Worker 
Program. Specifically, Priya will lead the qualitative 
component of this study in Tonga and Vanuatu, and will be 
responsible for writing the gender report for this component 
of the evaluation.

Roannie Ng Shiu will commence an action research 
project in collaboration with the Secretariat for the Pacific 
Community (SPC) in Noumea. This project expands on 
DFAT’s existing investment in the NRL Pacific Outreach 
Strategy in Pacific islands communities and will investigate 
whether Pasifika NRL ambassadors are equipped to deliver 
programming. As part of the project, SPC will host and 
facilitate a Pacific leadership and development training 
workshop for NRL Pasifika athletes and staff to improve 
their leadership skills and broaden their knowledge base on 
Pacific development issues.

Source: Roannie Ng Shiu – photo taken at UCLA with the inaugural winners of the NRL UCLA Pasifika Academic Excellence Award 
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Do No Harm: Understanding the Relationship 
between Women’s Economic Empowerment 
and Violence against Women in Melanesia
The Solomon Islands in-country data collection 
component of the ‘Do No Harm’ research commenced 
in July and August 2014 under the leadership of 
Richard Eves and Stephanie Lusby who mentored 
local Solomon Islander researchers, Mary-Fay Maeni, 
Thompson Araia and Rose Martin. The research is 
guided by the following overarching questions: (1) What 
are the effects of women’s economic empowerment 
activities on gender and power relationships in the 
family? (2) What is the relationship between women’s 
economic empowerment and their experience of family 
violence? (3) What lessons can we draw from the 
research in order to maximise the potential for positive 
gender equality outcomes? 

During the fieldwork, over 150 individual interviews with 
women, men and key informants were conducted in 
two provinces, Makira and Malaita, and in the capital, 
Honiara. In Makira, the research focused on a number 
of women’s savings groups established by the NGO, 
Live and Learn. In Malaita, the research focused on 
the women’s savings group WARA (West Are Are 
Rotekanikeni Association). In Honiara, the research 
focused on women making a living both in the formal 
and informal sectors. While we are at a very preliminary 
stage in the analysis of the data, the research in 
Solomon Islands suggests that women’s economic 
empowerment initiatives do not lead to increased 
violence against women. Significantly, the research 
thus far also points to the importance of offering gender 
training to men. This is a key component to be included 
when planning initiatives to promote women’s great 
involvement in the economy. 

Source: Richard Eves – photo taken during 
fieldwork for Do No Harm research project

3. Women’s Economic Empowerment
Poor development outcomes for many women in the 
region, and their high levels of economic exclusion, highlight 
the need to understand the factors that contribute to this 
situation. The broader development literature shows that 
the economic empowerment of women can have both 
positive and negative outcomes, including increases and 
decreases in levels of violence in particular circumstances. 
Few studies have addressed this issue for the Pacific, and 
what is reported is mostly anecdotal. Our scholars are 
currently undertaking research on the design of economic 
empowerment initiatives in order to minimise possible harm 
and to maximise positive gender equality outcomes.

In 2014/15 scholars in the cluster progressed a key part 
of the cluster’s research on this important issue is the 
project, Do No Harm: Understanding the Relationship 
between Women’s Economic Empowerment and Violence 
against Women in Melanesia. The project, funded by DFAT, 
is a collaboration between SSGM and the International 
Women’s Development Agency (IWDA). By examining 
a wide range of contexts in which women are becoming 
empowered economically, the research seeks to identify 
any positive changes in social norms, values, practices, 
and attitudes towards gender equality and women’s 
agency and factors that have facilitated this. Through an 
examination of household decision-making, the research 
aims to improve understanding of the factors that give 
rise to domestic violence, with a view to informing the 
development of economic inclusion initiatives that are more 
likely to mitigate against violence.
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The Individual Deprivation Measure
The Individual Deprivation Measure 
(IDM) is a new  gender-sensitive 
approach to assessing the poverty 
of individuals, rather than 
households and takes into account 
the different ways that women and 
men experience poverty – including 
within the household. The IDM was 

developed as part of a research collaboration involving 
the International Women’s Development Agency and 
academics. The project included participatory research 
with thousands of poor women and men across six 
countries in Asia, Africa and the Pacific (including Fiji). 
The IDM assesses 15 dimensions of life that poor 
women and men define as poverty – food, water, 
shelter, health, education, energy/fuel, sanitation, 
relationships, clothing, violence, family planning, 
environment, voice, time-use and work. The IDM was 
piloted in the Philippines in 2013 and revealed 
differences in individual levels of deprivation within the 
household. Fiji will be the first country in the Pacific to 
undertake a multi-topic individual and household survey 
using the IDM in 2015.

The IDM was launched in October 2014 at the Australian 
Council for International Development Chairs’ & CEOs’ 
Dinner in Canberra. The speaker at the launch was Dr 
Jeni Klugman, formerly a Senior Gender Adviser at the 
World Bank and now with the women and public policy 
program at Harvard University. There is strong interest 
in the IDM internationally and it was discussed at a side 
event at this year’s 59th Commission on the Status of 
Women in New York.

Source: Richard Eves – photo taken during fieldwork in Goroka, PNG

As a result of discussions with CARE in 2013, Richard Eves 
and Asha Titus have undertaken research concerning 
CARE PNG’s Women and Coffee program as part of the 
Do No Harm research.  

As well as running a research methods workshop for CARE 
staff, Richard and Asha worked closely with members of 
their Coffee Industry Support Project to design a research 
project to examine household relationships and women’s 
economic empowerment in the coffee industry. The study, 
which utilises quantitative and qualitative methods, will 
involve fieldwork in four communities in the Goroka and 
Okapa Districts of Eastern Highlands Province. 

Another key component of the cluster’s research on 
women’s economic empowerment is a project led by 
Fellow Priya Chattier on the measurement of poverty in Fiji 
from a gendered perspective. The research, which utilises 
the Individual Deprivation Measure, is being undertaken in 
collabroation with IWDA and the Fiji Bureau of Statistics 
(FBOS). 

Earlier in the year, Priya conducted a comprehensive 
mapping assessment of the constraints faced by women 
operating small and medium registered businesses in 
Fiji. The mapping was part of a six country study in the 
Pacific (PNG, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands, Tonga, Samoa 
and Fiji) designed to inform the future work of the Asian 
Development Bank’s Pacific Private Sector Development 
Initiative.

She was also part of a national research team which 
conducted qualitative interviews with beneficiaries of the 
Fiji Department of Social Welfare’s Care and Protection 
Allowance. This study, funded by UNICEF, revealed that 
women are the main managers of family poverty, acting 
as ‘shock-absorbers’ in trying to shield their children from 
poverty’s worst effects. 

In 2015/16 Richard Eves will continue his Do No Harm 
research, working with the Bougainville Women’s Federation 
researchers he trained in 2014.  Following the research in 
Bougainville, research will be undertaken in the Highlands 
in Jiwaka and Hela Provinces. 

Priya Chattier will progress work with IWDA and FBOS 
on measuring poverty in Fiji from a gendered perspective. 
This research is funded under the Pacific Women Shaping 
Pacific Development’s Fiji country plan.
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Tanah Papua-wide HIV/AIDS Workshop
In November 2014 62 workshop participants came from Papua and West Papua provinces representing NGOs, traditional 
councils, religious organisations, academic researchers, health practitioners, and local-level AIDS commissions (KPA). 
Participants were grateful for the opportunity to come together and discuss how to address HIV prevalence among 
Papuans, an emotional and politically-charged issue which they confront in their everyday work but which has not 
yet been a focus of the HIV response. All the participants and organisers agreed that something significant had been 
initiated by the process, but that more integrated, ‘big picture’ strategies, cross-sector collaborations, and skilful 
engagement with local communities are critical to overcoming HIV in Papuan communities.

Preliminary recommendations reflected fears that HIV is the critical threat to Papuan survival. Workshop contributions 
highlighted that aid agencies can support Papuan leadership and use their influence to challenge problematic state 
agendas, especially those that underpin inequalities between Papuans and Indonesian migrants in Tanah Papua. An 
important insight from the workshop was that indigenous and religious leaders feel unprepared to respond to HIV in 
their communities, especially in remote areas where there are minimal or no government HIV services. 

4. Health & HIV
Research in this cluster addresses some of the complex 
issues in delivering culturally appropriate and effective 
strategies to address health and HIV in the region. Health 
issues are closely related to other themes in our cluster, 
including mobility, gender, sexuality and empowerment.

In 2014/15 Jenny Munro led an international team in the 
first ever Tanah Papua-wide HIV/AIDS Workshop on the 
development of a Papuan-led HIV prevention and treatment 
strategy, and published a paper on improving services for 
pregnant HIV-positive Papuan women. She also embarked 
on a new, cross-institutional collaboration to examine 
social, economic and health vulnerabilities in Indonesia. 
This project will identify vulnerable groups and the factors 
contributing to their vulnerability in multiple field sites 
across Indonesia, using a common framework of the life 
course. The team will investigate the effectiveness of social 
networks and welfare programs in reducing vulnerability, 
and pinpoint strategies for reducing vulnerabilities in the 
future.

Ellen Kulumbu, SSGM’s first Papua New Guinean 
PhD Scholar, completed the necessary milestones 
for candidature and commenced fieldwork in Central 
Province, PNG. Her PhD project, Determinants for Demand 
and Delivery of Health Services in PNG: Maternal and 
Child Health, examines why health indicators in PNG do 
not correlate with the country’s increasing public health 
expenditure and investment.

In 2015/16 Ellen will progress her PhD research by 
following up her research in Central Province with fieldwork 
in Gulf and Southern Highlands Provinces, while Jenny 
will pursue further research on Papuan health seeking 
behaviours related to family planning, antenatal care, and 
children’s immunisations. She will collaborate with Papuan 
leaders and Josina Waromi from the University of Papua 
on capacity-building activities for community-based HIV 
education and treatment in remote areas and will undertake 
qualitative research on HIV risk among Papuan workers in 
remote resource sites. 

Tanah Papua-wide HIV/AIDS Workshop participants
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5. Witchcraft & Sorcery Related Violence in 
Melanesia
Belief in sorcery and witchcraft is a cause of fear and 
insecurity in contemporary Melanesia, with significant 
effects on economic development. Though such beliefs are 
not new to the region, commentators believe that new forms 
of sorcery are proliferating along with attacks on alleged 
sorcerers and witches. Men, often young men, are almost 
invariably the perpetrators. Further investigation of these 
developments is of critical social and economic importance 
and is currently being undertaken by SSGM scholars. Our 
research is framed around four related activities: mapping 
sorcery and witchcraft beliefs; documenting sorcery and 
witchcraft related violence; exploring regulatory responses 
to sorcery and witchcraft allegations; and aiding the 
development of culturally appropriate interventions.

In 2014/15 Richard Eves continued to collaborate with 
Angela Kelly-Hanku (PNG Institute of Medical Research 
& School of Public Health & Community Medicine, 
UNSW) on the research project Sorcery and Witchcraft-
Related Accusations and Violence: Understanding the 
Perpetrators. This project commenced in November 2013 
when Richard completed a month’s fieldwork interviewing 
male perpetrators of attacks on alleged witches in the 
Eastern Highlands Province of PNG. This was followed by 
a further week’s fieldwork in May 2015. Richard and Angela 
are currently analysing a wealth of data gathered through 
this primary research and are currently working on a paper 
on the changing nature of witchcraft and the economy.

SSGM’s work on witchcraft and sorcery in PNG has built 
strong linkages and coherences across both the Gender, 
Health, Social Development and Migration Cluster, and the 
Resource, Conflict and Justice Clusters.  Both Richard 
Eves and Miranda Forsyth have continued to work on 
the issue of Witchcraft and Sorcery Related Violence in 
Melanesia, following their convening of the highly successful 
Sorcery and Witchcraft Related Killings: Culture, Law and 
Human Rights Perspectives conference at the ANU in June 
2013. The papers from that conference were published 
in the edited collection, Talking it Through: Responses to 
Sorcery and Witchcraft Beliefs and Practices in Melanesia, 
published by ANU Press in April 2015. 

As part of his exploration of the values of middle-class 
Papua New Guineans, John Cox has collaborated with 
Georgina Phillips— an Australian emergency physician 
active in medical training and capacity development across 
the Pacific region— to focus on the relationship between 
sorcery related violence, Christianity and declining medical 
services. Their research has been published as a chapter in 
the book edited by Miranda Forsyth and Richard Eves, 
entitled Sorcery and Witchcraft in Melanesia: Problems and 
Responses, published by ANU Press, 2015. 

In 2015/16 Richard will continue working on the project: 
Sorcery and Witchcraft-Related Accusations and Violence: 
Understanding the Perpetrators, writing up the research for 
publication. 

Source: Richard Eves - photo taken at the Sourcery Conference held in Goroka 2013
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6. Exploring Social & Cultural Change
This project explores the various ways in which social and 
cultural landscapes in Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the 
broader Pacific are being reconfigured: through new forms 
of Christianity, the spread of new technologies – such as 
mobile phones and social media – and by the efforts of 
donor agencies to build local capacity. 

In 2014/15 Roannie Ng Shiu delivered a keynote address 
at the Pacific Youth Research Symposium in Brisbane. 
Pacific communities comprise the fastest growing migrant 
communities in Brisbane and are currently facing significant 
social challenges. Pacific migrant youth have the second 
highest suicide rates in Brisbane and are overrepresented 
in the juvenile justice system and underrepresented in 
higher education. This symposium focused on ways that 
local government, researchers, community workers and 
educators can work together to help improve the education 
and well-being outcomes of Pacific youth in Brisbane.

Sarah Logan undertook research on the way social 
media influences the conduct of protests in PNG. Together 
with PhD scholar Asha Titus, she investigated how the 
2014 constitutional protests in PNG were discussed and 
organised on Facebook, using innovative online tools to 
analyse 1500 Facebook posts in a Facebook news group 
over four months in 2014. They found that traditional modes 
of organising via unions, churches and other community 
groups were still important, but that Facebook provided a 
useful avenue for discussion and for the sharing of various 
forms of media material on the protests. 

Sarah Logan also continued her research on mobile 
banking in PNG and its potential impact on poverty 
reduction. She assisted in organising an emerging 
partnership with Geoscience Australia in the use of mobile 
phones for citizen science in PNG.

In April 2015 Sarah and SSGM Visiting Fellow Amanda 
Watson, organised the first workshop on the political and 
social impact of information and communication technology 
in Melanesia. Attendees at the two-day workshop shared 
resources and discussed ways to move the study of ICT 
issues in Melanesia forward.

Jenny Munro co-edited and contributed to the book From 
‘Stone-Age’ to ‘Real-Time’: Exploring Papuan Temporalities, 
Mobilities and Religiosities, published by ANU Press in April 
2015. This is the first collection of social science research 
on Papua in 30 years, and examines contemporary issues 
such as mobility, religion, gender, identity, politics, and HIV/
AIDS. The chapters are highly ethnographic, based on in-
depth research conducted in diverse spaces within and 
beyond Papua.

John Cox continued his work on the developmental and 
political values of PNG’s emergent middle class and has 
worked together with Tim Sharp, Ceridwen Spark, 
Stephanie Lusby and Michelle Rooney to produce a 
collaborative SSGM Discussion Paper that illuminates the 
relationship between the formal and informal economies in 
urban PNG.  

In 2015/16 John Cox will commence fieldwork for the 
Emerging Middle Classes research in PNG and Solomon 
Islands, engaging with local research institutes and 
universities in each country.

Sarah Logan will commence research on the use of social 
media for political discussions in Fiji, investigating the 
role of social media in a controlled and very small media 
environment. She will also continue her new research on 
the use of mobile phones and the internet by young urban 
women in Port Moresby, seeking to understand the ways 
in which the technology both empowers and disempowers 
such women, and aiming to develop interventions that 
maximise its positive outcomes.

Emerging Middle Classes of PNG, Solomon Islands and Timor Leste
The international community, including leading development agencies and financial institutions, such as the World 
Bank, Asian Development Bank, African Development Bank and the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and 
Development, has become increasingly interested in the political and developmental significance of the emerging 
middle classes in developing countries. However, assumptions extrapolated from the recent experiences in Asia are 
not readily applicable to Melanesia and Timor-Leste, where the middle class is numerically small, economically shallow 
and precarious, but politically influential and socially modernising. 

Despite the importance of these issues, there has been little systematic study of the middle classes of the Pacific 
region. Responding to this gap in the academic and policy literature, SSGM’s Julien Barbara, John Cox and Michael 
Leach from Swinburne University have been working on a comparative project that will analyse the role of the middle 
classes in PNG, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste. Preliminary conceptual work has already been published in the 
SSGM Discussion Paper series. In 2015/16, Julien and John will commence fieldwork for the project in Solomon 
Islands and PNG. Their work aims to focus on key questions of middle class political mobilisation and participation 
as well as the place of the middle classes within the political economies of each of the study countries. The findings 
of their research will inform development policy and distil implications for refining existing developmental leadership 
approaches in the region.
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Since October 2013 CDI has been co-located with and 
operated by SSGM.  CDI delivers a range of democratic 
capacity building and institutional strengthening programs 
in the Pacific region. Since the SSGM-CDI program has 
been in place, CDI has drawn on SSGM’s long-term country 
expertise on politics and democracy in the region to develop 
engagement programs that respond to local contexts and 
demands for support. Partnering with SSGM researchers, 
CDI has put particular emphasis on political economy 
analysis to inform activity targeting and development, and a 
monitoring and evaluation program to enhance the impact 
of CDI activities.

CDI’s program of activity in 2014/15 has been affected 
by budget restraints and uncertainty surrounding future 
contractual arrangements. 

In 2014/15 CDI focused its efforts on working with other 
development partners and key democratic stakeholders 
to undertake analytical work to inform more responsive 
programming that responds to democratic challenges and 
opportunities, and to improve coordination of democratic 
program assistance in the region.

CDI has undertaken research on women’s leadership 
to inform Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development 
program designs; provided analytical support for the 
Australian aid program and its development of a new PNG 
electoral support strategy for 2015-2018; and supported 
the development of an analytical framework and strategic 
program recommendations for the PLP. In addition, CDI has 
supported a substantial body of work on money politics in 
Indonesia which has been used to support DFAT’s policy 
dialogue and democratic governance activities.  CDI 
has recast its parliamentary strengthening activities in 
partnership with Australian parliamentary institutions. This 
has built on international lessons learned from parliamentary 
assistance to allow for more predictable support and for 
long-term relationships to be developed.

Update on Fiji Parliamentary Strengthening 
In 2014/15 CDI led the coordination of Australia’s parliamentary assistance to Fiji, which helped to ensure the Parliament 
of Fiji was sufficiently supported following the 2014 election. CDI contributed to the strengthening of an effective 
partnership between Fiji’s Parliament, the Australian Parliament, Victorian Parliament and the UNDP to promote the 
effectiveness of assistance delivered to the Fijian Parliament and its alignment with the Parliament’s capacity needs. CDI 
subsequently supported the delivery of a substantial program of support to the Parliament of Fiji, including: procedural 
support to the Secretary General, training for Hansard staff, advice and training to the newly established parliamentary 
committees, community engagement attachments, assistance with the development of a human resources strategy, 
delivery of constituency relations workshops and an induction program for new parliamentarians.

PNG Parliamentary Program
CDI has taken a similar approach to its PNG parliamentary program and has worked closely with the Queensland 
Parliament, the new UNDP Parliamentary Strengthening Program and the Australian Parliament to deliver a targeted 
program of parliamentary assistance. The primary focus of this program was to improve the quality and function of 
parliamentary committees, with an emphasis on strengthening committee procedures and assisting Deputy Speakers 
carry out their roles and responsibilities. 

Asia Pacific Leadership Program in Indonesia
CDI has worked in partnership with the Institute for Peace and Democracy (IPD) since 2008. IPD was established by 
the Indonesian President in 2008 as the implementing agency of the Bali Democracy Forum.  The Bali Democracy 
Forum, initiated by Indonesia in 2008, is an inclusive intergovernmental forum for the development of democracy in 
the Asia Pacific region.  In July 2014 CDI supported IPD to deliver the Asia Pacific Leadership Program 2 Follow-Up 
Workshop, which coincided with the July 2014 Indonesian presidential election. The training program was designed 
to deepen participants’ understanding of the role of political parties in democracies, including their role in opposition.

C E N T R E  F O R  D E M O C R A T I C 
I N S T I T U T I O N S 
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SSGM publishes its work in a wide range of 
formats, aimed at academics, policymakers and 
development practitioners.

Our publication output in 2014/15 comprised 
publications produced in our own series and 
works produced in more traditional academic 
publications series. More information on our 
published work in 2014/15 is listed below. 

SSGM Discussion Paper 
series 

Our flagship publication, the SSGM Discussion 
Paper series, has been in existence since 1996 
with over 135 papers produced since then. 
Papers in the series provide commentary and 
analysis on social, political, and development 
issues in the region. All SSGM Discussion Papers 
are available online at http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/
ssgm/publications/recent-discussion-papers. In 
2014/15 SSGM added the following 15 Discussion 
Papers to the series:

DP 2014/3: Papua New Guinea’s Refugee Track 
Record and Its Obligations under the 2013 Regional 
Resettlement Arrangement with Australia 
Diana Glazebrook

PNG has a track record related to the assessment and 
resettlement of asylum seekers. The discussion paper 
begins with a brief outline of PNG policy responses to West 
Papuan asylum seekers from neighbouring Indonesian 
Papua. It focuses on the permissive residence system 
(part of a PNG ‘Limited Integration’ policy) offered to West 
Papuan refugees living at the former United Nations High 
Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) resettlement site at 
East Awin in Western Province since 1997.

DP 2014/4: Tjibaou’s Kanak: Ethnic Identity as New 
Caledonia Prepares its Future  
Denise Fisher

Given that politics in New Caledonia essentially have 
revolved around support for independence or for staying 
with France, with fragmentation in recent years within 
each camp, the author’s objective is to look, not as an 
anthropologist, but as a political analyst, at the progression 
of concepts of indigenous ethnic identity and nationalism in 
New Caledonia within the context of French colonisation, 
which is how such concepts crystallised and continue to 
evolve there. 

DP 2014/5: Political Settlements: The History of an 
Idea in Policy and Theory 
Sue Ingram

Over the past five years, several major international 
development policy statements and declarations have 
adopted ‘political settlement’ as a framing concept to guide 
statebuilding practice in fragile and conflict-affected states, 
and encouraged efforts towards achieving an inclusive, or 
inclusive enough, political settlement in order to underpin 
stability. Despite the policy enthusiasm, the concept itself 
remains elusive. This Discussion Paper explores how the 
concept ‘political settlement’ arose and where it came from, 
identifies its essential elements and the level of consensus 
around them and tests out some of its normative content. 
Finally it considers where the concept might go from here.
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DP 2014/6: Public Participation & Constitution-
Making in Fiji: A Critique of the 2012 Constitution-
Making Process 
Romitesh Kant, Eroni Rakuita

The aim of this Discussion Paper is to critically examine 
the 2012 constitution-making process in Fiji focusing on 
the principle of participation and how it was translated into 
practice. This was one of the central guiding principles of 
the commission and, more importantly, this principle is now 
judged as a universal tenet of constitution-making. While 
the literature clearly shows the possibilities of constitution 
making processes in transition from conflict and in post-
conflict societies, experience of the 2012 constitution-
making process in Fiji will highlight the inherent difficulties 
in such processes in situations of tightly controlled military 
regimes.

DP 2014/7: Papuan Perspectives on Family Planning, 
Fertility and Birth Control 
Jenny Munro

This Discussion Paper draws on extensive ethnographic 
research conducted in two sites in Tanah Papua – 
Manokwari, a coastal city, and Wamena, a highlands hub 
– to explore Papuans’ responses to family planning this 
time around. By discussing political, cultural, gendered, 
and religious facets of family planning, this paper corrects 
the notion that “access” to family planning in Papua 
can be primarily understood in terms of geography and 
infrastructure, and points to other factors that may shape 
Papuans’ uptake of family planning. 

DP 2014/8: Influences and Echoes of Indonesia in 
Timor-Leste 
Gordon Peake, Lia Kent

This Discussion Paper presents four brief case studies 
that highlight, in different ways, how the two countries 
and peoples remain intricately entwined at the social, 
political, cultural and personal levels. The cases explore 
the relationship across different scales ranging from the 
institutional to the level of individuals and families; they 
are written by four scholars who approach the issue from 
different disciplinary backgrounds. 

DP 2014/9: The Tongan Monarchy and the 
Constitution: Political Reform in a Traditional 
Context 
Guy Powles

The subjects of this Discussion Paper are the Kingdom of 
Tonga, its Monarchy, its Constitution, its traditional values 
and political reform. It is now well known that the government 
and Legislative Assembly of Tonga (the Assembly) made 
a momentous decision in 2010, when it amended the 
Constitution of Tonga to shift most of the executive powers 
of the state from the Monarch to a Cabinet of elected 
leaders. For the first time in Tonga’s history, the government 
was then elected. Four years later, on 27 November 2014, 
that government was called to account when Tongans 
went to the polls again to elect a second one.

DP 2014/10: Measuring Poverty As If Gender 
Matters: Perspectives from Fieldwork in Fiji 
Priya Chattier

This Discussion Paper presents empirical findings on one 
aspect of the work of a transnational feminist research 
project, based in Canberra, Australia, whose goal was to 
produce a better standard or metric for measuring poverty 
across the world. The author was a team member on this 
project for Fiji-based fieldwork from 2010 to 2012. The 
research project was aimed at synthesising and integrating 
various experiences and perspectives on poverty held 
both by poor women and men and by professional poverty 
experts.

DP 2015/1: Remembering the Past, Shaping the 
Future: Memory Frictions and Nation-Making in 
Timor-Leste 
Lia Kent

This Discussion Paper examines the politics of 
remembering the 24-year Indonesian occupation in post-
conflict Timor-Leste. Specifically, the author is interested 
in what memorialisation initiatives, and the debates that 
surround them, reveal about East Timorese experiences 
and ‘imaginings’ of the nation. Following a brief overview of 
recent literature on collective memory, the author describes 
how state-sponsored memorialisation and commemoration 
of the 24-year period of the Indonesian occupation is 
becoming increasingly visible. 

DP 2015/2: The Formal, the Informal, and the 
Precarious: Making a Living in Urban Papua New 
Guinea 
Tim Sharp, John Cox, Ceridwen Spark, Stephanie Lusby, 
Michelle Rooney

In this Discussion Paper, the authors consider the questions 
recently posed by Narotzky and Besnier (2014, s5): ‘How 
do ordinary people’s experiences shape the livelihood 
projects that they undertake?’ and ‘How do material, social 
and cultural realities constrain these projects?’ Our focus is 
on the urban experience of Melanesians — an experience 
often characterised by its precarity and insecurity. The 
authors examine the ideas and strategies that people draw 
upon to sustain themselves materially, and focus on how 
people acquire and recirculate money. They reveal the 
interconnections between a diverse range of economic 
activities, both formal and informal. 

DP 2015/3: Recapturing the Spirit of 1971: Towards a 
New Regional Political Settlement in the Pacific 
Greg Fry

This Discussion Paper develops the proposition that all 
parties to the Sydney conference of Forum Foreign Ministers  
need to recapture the spirit of cooperation and partnership 
that underpinned the regional political settlement of 1971. 
This is necessary if key opportunities and challenges in 
the current context are to be recognised and a productive 
dialogue leading to a mutually acceptable regional political 
settlement is to be achieved.
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DP 2015/4: The Emergent Middle Classes in Timor-
Leste and Melanesia: Conceptual Issues and 
Developmental Significance 
Julien Barbara, John Cox, Michael Leach

This Discussion Paper has three substantive sections. 
First, it considers contemporary discussions of class 
and development in Asia and other developing regions. 
Second, the paper develops a multidimensional framework 
for identifying an emergent middle class, drawing on a 
range of economic, political and social criteria. Finally, the 
paper uses these criteria to examine recent developments 
in each of three case study countries and then draws some 
conclusions on the developmental and political significance 
of an emergent middle class in the broader Pacific region 
with a view to establishing a longer term research agenda.

DP 2015/5: Chiefly Leadership in Fiji: Past, Present, 
and Future 
Stephanie Lawson, Elizabeth Hagan Lawson

This Discussion Paper provides an account of the rise 
and fall of chiefly leadership and the apparent ebbing of a 
longstanding ideology of traditionalism among indigenous 
Fijians in the context of national politics and of the claims 
made in the name of indigenous nationalism. The final 
sections examine the nature of chiefly involvement in national 
politics in the lead-up to the 2014 elections and prospects 
for the future of traditional chiefly political leadership.

DP 2015/6: Solomon Islands is Unprepared to 
Manage a Minerals-Based Economy 
Graham Baines

This Discussion Paper presents and discusses a range of 
factors that villagers face when deciding whether or not 
to allow access to minerals buried in land over which they 
hold customary tenure. Drawing mainly on local sources 
of information this paper addresses the weaknesses and 
uncertainty of national-level arrangements for handling 
foreign companies’ interest in the country’s minerals, some 
of the ways in which mining companies have manipulated 
the porous process of mineral development approval, and 
issues that villagers face regarding this option for economic 
development.

DP 2015/7: Developing Insecurity: Sorcery, 
Witchcraft and Melanesian Economic Development 
Richard Eves and Miranda Forsyth 

There are compelling reasons for development practitioners 
to see sorcery and witchcraft as a serious human rights 
issue, particularly when it leads to accusations, torture 
and killings. However, in this Discussion Paper the authors 
argue that development practitioners should also see 
sorcery and witchcraft as a serious development issue, for 
the culture of insecurity they create undermines the goals 
of poverty reduction and development through inhibiting 
entrepreneurial efforts. 

SSGM Working Paper 
Series 

SSGM’s Working Paper series allows for rapid 
dissemination of research and knowledge. Items 
in the series include conference proceedings, 
speaking notes, early research findings and work-
in-progress. All Working Papers are available 
online at http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/working-
papers. SSGM published the following 2 papers 
in this series in 2014/15:

Working Paper Series 2014/8: Reflections: 39 Years 
of Sovereign Statehood in Papua New Guinea 
Charles Lepani 

This working paper is drawn from a lecture delivered by 
HE Charles Lepani, PNG High Commissioner to Australia, 
on the occasion of the 39th Anniversary of Independence 
of PNG on 16 September 2014, at the Australian National 
University.

Working Paper Series 2014/7: Animal Health in 
Papua New Guinea – A Bibliography 
Emma Zalcman 

This is a bibliographic database of research conducted 
and documented on animal health in PNG. It provides a 
summary of the breadth of animal health research that 
has been conducted in PNG and offers some insights into 
the distribution of this research across species and issues 
related with its preservation.
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SSGM In Brief Series 

SSGM’s In Brief series was established in 2013 as 
part of our effort to make our research and analysis 
more accessible to non-academic audiences. 
Primarily an online publication, the series presents 
academic research, commentary and analysis in 
a concise two-page format, designed expressly 
for policy makers and development practitioners. 
SSGM’s In-Briefs are available at: http://ips.cap.
anu.edu.au/ssgm/publications/in-brief-series. 
SSGM produced the following 74 In Briefs in 
2014/15:

In Brief 2014/17: Women’s Representation and the 
Question of Temporary Special Measures in Tuvalu 
Asita Molotii, Kerryn Baker, Jack Corbett

In Brief 2014/18: New Draft National Action Plan to 
Address Sorcery Accusation–Related Violence in 
Papua New Guinea 
Miranda Forsyth

In Brief 2014/19: Presidential Elections in Papua: A 
Battle Between ‘New’ and ‘Old’? 
Jenny Munro

In Brief 2014/20: Gendered Priorities to Move out of 
Poverty Findings from Fiji: Part 2 
Priya Chattier

In Brief 2014/21: Emerging Women Leaders in 
Solomon Islands: The Aims and Activities of the 
Young Women’s Parliamentary Group 
Ceridwen Spark

In Brief 2014/22: Timor-Leste’s Revolving Door 
Parliament 
Sue Ingram

In Brief 2014/23: Growing Chinese Trilateral Aid 
Cooperation 
Denghua Zhang

In Brief 2014/24: Innovation in Papua New Guinea’s 
Village Courts: Exceeding Jurisdiction or Meeting 
Local Needs? Legal Innovation: Part 1 
Melissa Demian

In Brief 2014/25: Alternative Development Paradigms 
in Vanuatu and Beyond 
Miranda Forsyth

In Brief 2014/26: China’s Second White Paper on 
Foreign Aid 
Denghua Zhang

In Brief 2014/27: The Prevalence of Transnational 
Crimes in Papua New Guinea: By Design or By 
Default? 
Phillip Mitna

In Brief 2014/28: Developing Young Women’s 
Collective Action in Vanuatu 
Ceridwen Spark

In Brief 2014/29: The ‘Resource Curse’ in Timor-
Leste 
Charles Scheiner
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In Brief 2014/30: Gender Norms in Transition — 
Conversations on Ideal Images with Women and 
Men in Fiji 
Priya Chattier

In Brief 2014/31: Regionalism: The Experience of the 
Parties to the Nauru Agreement 
Josie Tamate

In Brief 2014/32: Elections Trends in Melanesia and 
Prospects for the 2014 Solomon Islands Elections 
Nicole Haley

In Brief 2014/33: New Bibliography on Animal Health 
Research in Papua New Guinea 
Emma Zalcman

In Brief 2014/34: Diverse Communities, Diverse 
Media: A Report on the OURMedia Conference, 
University of Goroka 21–25 July 2014 
John Cox

In Brief 2014/35: Transforming Workplace Norms in 
PNG: The Role of the Business Coalition for Women 
Amy Luinstra

In Brief 2014/36: Sustainable Sea Transport for the 
Pacific Islands: The Obvious Way Forward 
Peter Nuttall

In Brief 2014/37: The Road Map to Democracy and 
Fiji’s 2012 Constitution-Making Process 
Romitesh Kant

In Brief 2014/38: Greed and Grievance or Scales of 
Justice? 
Kylie McKenna

In Brief 2014/39: From Producer-Sellers to 
Middlemen: Changes in Melanesian Marketplaces 
Tim Sharp

In Brief 2014/40: Elections and Electoral Quality in 
Solomon Islands 
Terence Wood

In Brief 2014/41: Impact of Mobile Phone Usage in 
Papua New Guinea 
Joseph Kim Suwamaru

In Brief 2014/42: Mobile Phones and Development in 
Papua New Guinea: Guiding Principles 
Amanda Watson

In Brief 2014/43: ‘A Woman Should Be Beaten If She 
Deserves Punishment’: Conversations with Men and 
Women in Fiji and Papua New Guinea 
Priya Chattier

In Brief 2014/44: Papua New Guinea National Census 
2011: Rates of Population Change in Local Level 
Government Areas 
Bryant Allen

In Brief 2014/45: Police Development in Papua New 
Guinea: The Need for More Innovation 
Gordon Peake, Sinclair Dinnen

In Brief 2014/46: The Role of Community in an 
Alternative Mediation Forum in West New Britain 
Province, PNG: Legal Innovation: Part 2 
Eve Houghton

In Brief 2014/47: Democratisation and Electoral 
Trends in Samoa 
Terence Wood, Roannie Ng Shiu, Jack Corbett

In Brief 2014/48: Illicit Small Arms in the Pacific: 
Cause for Concern? 
Stephanie Koorey

In Brief 2014/49: Preventing Violence at Home, 
Allowing Violence in the Workplace: A Case Study of 
Security Guards in Papua New Guinea 
Stephanie Lusby

In Brief 2014/50: Securitisation and South Pacific 
Aviation 
Karina Guthrie

In Brief 2014/51: What Research Guides the HIV 
Response in Papua, Indonesia? 
Jenny Munro

In Brief 2014/52: Overcoming Operational 
Constraints in Papua New Guinea’s Remote Rural 
Village Courts: A Case Study Legal Innovation: Part 3 
Melissa Demian
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In Brief 2014/53: The Writing of Community By-Laws 
and Constitutions in Melanesia: Who? Why? Where? 
How? 
Miranda Forsyth

In Brief 2014/54: ‘What Is Mine Is Yours’: Women’s 
Asset Control and Decision-Making in Fiji and Papua 
New Guinea 
Priya Chattier, Almah Tararia

In Brief 2014/55: Research Permit Schemes in 
Pacific Island Countries 
Miranda Forsyth

In Brief 2014/56: Operationalising the United 
Nations’ ‘Protect, Respect and Remedy’ Framework 
at the Porgera Gold Mine, Papua New Guinea 
Kylie McKenna , Sinclair Dinnen

In Brief 2014/57: Emerging Middle Classes in Timor-
Leste and Melanesia: Implications for Development 
and Democracy 
Julien Barbara, John Cox, Michael Leach

In Brief 2014/58: Miners ‘Train’ Journalists 
Kevin Pamba

In Brief 2014/59: Brokering Linkages for Service 
Delivery and Market Access in Remote Papua New 
Guinea 
Jenny Clement

In Brief 2014/60: Influences and Echoes of Indonesia 
in Timor-Leste 
Gordon Peake, Lia Kent, Andrey Damaledo & Pyone Myat 
Thu

In Brief 2015/1: The Politics of Distribution in 
Solomon Islands: North Vella Lavella Constituency 
John Cox

In Brief 2015/2: China in the Pacific: Zombie Ideas 
Stalk On 
Graeme Smith

In Brief 2015/3: Should Donors Support the Solomon 
Islands National University 
Julien Barbara, Lucas Walsh

In Brief 2015/4: Pacific Labour Mobility & Australia’s 
Seasonal Worker Program: Opportunities, 
Impediments and Potential 
Rochelle Ball

In Brief 2015/5: ‘HIV is Our Problem Together’: 
Developing an Indigenous-Led Response to HIV in 
Tanah Papua 
Jenny Munro

In Brief 2015/6: Election Observations in Solomon 
Islands 
Nicole Haley, Kerry Zubrinich

In Brief 2015/7: Status Quo and Emerging 
Challenges in Information & Communication 
Technology for Papua New Guinea 
Joseph Kim Suwamaru

In Brief 2015/8: The Labour Force Behind New 
Zealand’s Increased Productivity in the Horticulture 
and Viticulture Sectors 
Rochelle Bailey

In Brief 2015/9: Assessing Poverty in Fiji Using the 
Individual Deprivation Measure 
Priya Chattier

In Brief 2015/10: China–United States–Timor-Leste 
Trilateral Aid Cooperation Project on Agriculture 
Denghua Zhang

In Brief 2015/11: The 2013 Survey on HIV in Tanah 
Papua: Gender, Ethnicity and ‘Casual Partners’ 
Jenny Munro

In Brief 2015/12: Appointing Governments in Timor-
Leste: Politics, the Constitution and the National 
Interest 
Sue Ingram

In Brief 2015/13: Big Men Drink Beer; Drunk Big Men 
Do Not Hit Women 
Michelle Nayahamui Rooney

In Brief 2015/14: China–Australia–Papua New Guinea 
Trilateral Aid Cooperation on Malaria Control 
Denghua Zhang
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In Brief 2015/15: Using Material Remittances 
from Labour Schemes for Social and Economic 
Development: Case Study Vanuatu 
Rochelle Bailey

In Brief 2015/16: Australia’s New Aid Paradigm and 
the Natural Resource Curse 
Kylie McKenna

In Brief 2015/17: Step-by-Step: Climbing the ‘Ladder 
of Freedom and Power’ in Fiji and Papua New 
Guinea 
Priya Chattier

In Brief 2015/18: Money and Values in Urban 
Settlement Households in Port Moresby Part 1: 
Money Is Important, So Are Children, Water and 
Firewood 
Michelle Nayahamui Rooney

In Brief 2015/19: Using Mobile Phones to Track Anti-
Witchcraft Violence in Papua New Guinea 
Sarah Logan, Philip Gibbs

In Brief 2015/20: Leadership Transition in Timor-
Leste: Lessons from Indonesia 
Edio Jose Maria Guterres

In Brief 2015/21: The Social Dimensions of Economic 
Activity in Melanesia 
Timothy Sharp

In Brief 2015/22: Putting Gender into the Equation: 
Impact Evaluation of Seasonal Worker Program 
Priya Chattier

In Brief 2015/23: Papua New Guinea at 40: Signs of a 
New Political Culture? 
Karl Claxton

In Brief 2015/24: Papua New Guinea’s National 
Research Agenda 
Miranda Forsyth

In Brief 2015/25: Land Politics under Timor-Leste’s 
New Government 
Meabh Cryan

In Brief 2015/26: Is Biometric Voter Registration the 
Way Forward for Melanesia? 
Nicole Haley, Kerry Zubrinich

In Brief 2015/27: Sorcery Cases in Papua New 
Guinea’s Village Courts: Legal Innovation Part IV 
Melissa Demian

In Brief 2015/28: Mobile Phones and the 2014 
Solomon Islands National Elections 
Nicole Haley, Kerry Zubrinich

In Brief 2015/29: Jokowi in Papua: Powerless or 
Duplicitous? 
Jenny Munro

In Brief 2015/30: Assessing the Shift to Limited 
Preferential Voting in Papua New Guinea: Money 
Politics 
Nicole Haley, Kerry Zubrinich
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Academic Publications 

In 2014/15 SSGM academic staff, PhD students, 
and visiting fellows published widely, including the 
following scholarly works: 

Books 
East Asia’s Demand for Energy, Minerals and Food: 
The International Politics of Resources 
Kate Barclay and Graeme Smith (eds) 
Routledge, 2014

China, Japan and South Korea’s international relations are 
shaped by the fact that all three countries are significant 
importers of resources. This book brings together work 
on specific aspects of the politics of resources for each 
of these countries, regionally and internationally. There are 
some similarities in the approaches taken by all these three. 
For example, their development assistance shares a focus 
on infrastructure building and reluctance to purposefully 
influence domestic politics. However, there are also 
significant differences due in large part to the individual 
nature of the states as international actors. China has 
significant domestic supplies of resources while Japan and 
Korea are net importers. China’s size also marks it out as 
different, as does its state socialist history and continuing 
authoritarian state. One of the key issues to understanding 
contemporary resource politics in Northeast Asia is that 
Western dominance of the world order is currently declining. 
In some cases Northeast Asian approaches to resources 
are seen as being mercantilist. In other cases Northeast 
Asian powers are seen as replacing Western powers in 
exploiting resource-rich developing countries. This book 
gives readers an informed view of this very important issue 
in contemporary international relations.

Explorations in Semantic Parallelism 
James J. Fox 
ANU Press, 2014

This collection of eighteen papers explores issues in the 
study of semantic parallelism — a world-wide tradition in 
the composition of oral poetry. It is concerned with both 
comparative issues and the intensive study of a single 
living poetic tradition of composition in strict canonical 
parallelism. The papers in the volume were written at 
intervals from 1971 to 2014 — a period of over forty years. 
They are a summation of a career-long research effort that 
continues to take shape. The concluding essay reflects on 
possible directions for future research.

Talking it Through: Responses to Sorcery and 
Witchcraft Beliefs and Practices in Melanesia 
Miranda Forsyth and Richard Eves (eds) 
ANU Press, 2015

Sorcery and witchcraft practices and beliefs are pervasive 
across Melanesia. They are in part created by, and give 
rise to, a wide variety of poor social and developmental 
outcomes. These include uneven economic development, 
low public health, lack of social cohesion, crime, fear and 
insecurity. A further very visible problem is the attacks on 
men and women who are accused of being practitioners 
of witchcraft or sorcery, which can lead to serious bodily 
harm, banishment and sometimes death. Today, many 
communities, individuals, church organisations and 
policymakers in Melanesia and internationally are exploring 
ways to overcome the negative social outcomes associated 
with witchcraft and sorcery practices and beliefs. This book 
brings together a collection of chapters written by a diverse 
range of authors, both Melanesian and non-Melanesian, 
providing crucial insights both into how these practices and 
beliefs are playing out in contemporary Melanesia, and also 
the types of interventions that are being trialled or debated 
to address the problems associated with them.

From ‘Stone-Age’ to ‘Real-Time’: Exploring Papuan 
Temporalities, Mobilities and Religiosities 
Martin Slama and Jenny Munro (eds) 
ANU Press, 2015

There are probably no other people on earth to whom the 
image of the ‘stone-age’ is so persistently attached than 
the inhabitants of the island of New Guinea, which is divided 
into independent PNG and the western part of the island, 
known today as Papua and West Papua. From ‘Stone-Age’ 
to ‘Real-Time’ examines the forms of agency, frictions and 
anxieties the current moment generates in West Papua, 
where the persistent ‘stone-age’ image meets the practices 
and ideologies of the ‘real-time’ – a popular expression 
referring to immediate digital communication. The volume 
is thus essentially occupied with discourses of time and 
space and how they inform questions of hierarchy and 
possibilities for equality. Papuans are increasingly mobile, 
and seeking to rework inherited ideas, institutions and 
technologies, while also coming up against palpable limits 
on what can be imagined or achieved, secured or defended. 
This volume investigates some of these trajectories for the 
cultural logics and social or political structures that shape 
them. The chapters are highly ethnographic, based on in-
depth research conducted in diverse spaces within and 
beyond Papua. These contributions explore topics ranging 
from hip hop to HIV/ AIDS to historicity, filling much-needed 
conceptual and ethnographic lacunae in the study of West 
Papua.
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Book Chapters
Is the ‘Bogeyman’ Real? Shifting Cultivation and the 
Forests, Papua New Guinea. 
Bryant Allen and Colin Filer 

Shifting Cultivation and Environmental Change: Indigenous 
People, Agriculture and Forest Conservation, Routledge, 
London, 2015

Remembering and Recreating Origins: The 
Transformation of a Traditions of Strict Canonical 
Parallelism among the Rotenese of Eastern 
Indonesia 
James Fox 

Parallelism in Verbal Art and Performance, Folkloristikan 
toimite 21, Helsinki Folklore Studies, University of Helsinki, 
Finland 2014

From the Papua New Guinea Research Institute to 
the National Research Institute  
Ron May

Ron Crocombe. E Toa!, USP Press, USP Cook Islands, 
2014

Fuqing Dreaming: ‘New’ Chinese Communities in 
Papua New Guinea 
Graeme Smith

Pacific-Asia Partnerships for Resource Development, 
DWU Press, Madang, PNG, 2014

The Effects of Political Recentralisation on Rural 
Livelihoods in Anhui, China 
Graeme Smith 

Rural Livelihoods in China: political economy in transition, 
Routledge, London, 2015

Understanding China through its Local Politics 
Graeme Smith 

A New Australia-China Agenda: Experts on the Australia-
China Relationship, Centre for China in the World, 
Canberra, 2014

Book Chapters in From ‘Stone-Age’ to ‘Real-
Time’ 
Exploring Papuan Temporalities, Mobilities and 
Religiosities (2015)
From ‘Stone-Age’ to ‘Real-Time’: Exploring Papuan 
Temporalities, Mobilities and Religiosities – An 
Introduction  
Martin Slama and Jenny Munro

From ‘Stone-Age’ to ‘Real-Time’: Exploring Papuan 
Temporalities, Mobilities and Religiosities, ANU Press, 
2015 

‘Now we know shame’: Malu and Stigma among 
Highlanders in the Papuan Diaspora 
Jenny Munro

From ‘Stone-Age’ to ‘Real-Time’: Exploring Papuan 
Temporalities, Mobilities and Religiosities, ANU Press, 
2015 

Chapters in Talking it Through: Responses to 
Sorcery and Witchcraft Beliefs and Practices in 
Melanesia
The Problems and Victims of Sorcery and Witchcraft 
Practices and Beliefs in Melanesia: An introduction  
Miranda Forsyth and Richard Eves 

Talking it Through: Responses to Sorcery and Witchcraft 
Beliefs and Practices in Melanesia, ANU Press, 2015 

Sorcery, Christianity and the Decline of Medical 
Services  
John Cox and Georgina Phillips

Talking it Through: Responses to Sorcery and Witchcraft 
Beliefs and Practices in Melanesia, ANU Press, 2015 

A Pluralist Response to the Regulation of Sorcery 
and Witchcraft in Melanesia  
Miranda Forsyth

Talking it Through: Responses to Sorcery and Witchcraft 
Beliefs and Practices in Melanesia, ANU Press, 2015 

Chapters in East Asia’s Demand for Energy, 
Minerals and Food: The International Politics of 
Resources
Introduction: The International Politics of Resources 
Kate Barclay and Graeme Smith

East Asia’s Demand for Energy, Minerals and Food: The 
International Politics of Resources, Routledge, 2014

Nupela Masta? Local and Expatriate Labour in a 
Chinese-Run Nickel Mine in Papua New Guinea 
Graeme Smith

East Asia’s Demand for Energy, Minerals and Food: The 
International Politics of Resources, Routledge, 2014
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Journal Articles 
Framing Food Security in the Pacific Islands: 
Empirical Evidence from an Island in the Western 
Pacific 
Matthew Allen, Regional Environmental Change, 28(2), 
2014

Land and Conflict in Papua New Guinea  
Matthew Allen and Rebecca Monson, Security Challenges 
Journal, 10(2), 2014

Quota Adoption and the Exogenous Track Model: 
the Parity Laws in the French Pacific Collectives  
Kerryn Baker, Representation, 50(3), 2014

An Antipodean History of Interpretation 
John Boswell and Jack Corbett, Australian Journal of 
Public Administration, 73(3), 2014

Assessing Development: Designing Better Indices of 
Poverty and Gender Equity in the Pacific 
Priya Chattier, Journal of Pacific Studies, 34(2), 2014

Women in the house of parliament in Fiji: what’s 
gender got to do with it? 
Priya Chattier, The Round Table: the Commonwealth 
Journal of International Affairs, Special Issue: Fiji Elections 
and the Future, 104(2), 2015

But Why Do We Need Politicians? A Critical Review 
Jack Corbett, Policy Studies, 35(5), 2014 

Leadership Succession and the High Drama of 
Political Conduct: Corruption Stories from Samoa 
Jack Corbett and Roannie Ng Shiu, Pacific Affairs, 87(4), 
2014

Embracing Impressionism: Revealing the Brush 
Strokes of Interpretive Research  
Jack Corbett and John Boswell, Critical Policy Studies, 
9(2), 2015

Christian Marriage, Money Scams and Melanesian 
Social Imaginaries  
John Cox and Martha MacIntyre, Oceania, 84(2), 2014

Fast Money Schemes Are Risky Business: Gamblers 
and Investors in a Papua New Guinean Ponzi 
Scheme 
John Cox, Oceania, Volume 84(3), 2014

Police Development in Papua New Guinea: the Need 
for Innovation  
Sinclair Dinnen and Gordon Peake, Security Challenges 
Journal, 10(2), 2014

RAMSI Ten Years On – From Post-Conflict 
Stabilisation to Development in Solomon Islands?  
Sinclair Dinnen, Journal of International Peacekeeping, 
18(3-4), 2014

Security in Papua New Guinea: The Military and the 
Diplomatic Dimensions 
Stewart Firth, Security Challenges Journal, 10(2), 2014

The Fiji Election of 2014: Rights, Representation and 
Legitimacy in Fiji’s Politics 
Stewart Firth, The Round Table: the Commonwealth 
Journal of International Affairs, 104(2), 2015. 

Cultural Economics and Intellectual Property: 
Tensions and Challenges for the Region,  
Miranda Forsyth, Asia and the Pacific Policy Studies, 2(2), 
2015

The False Friends Problem for Foreign Norm 
Transplantation in Developing Countries  
Miranda Forsyth and Blayne Haggart, Journal on the Rule 
of Law, 6(2), 2014

Melanesia in Review: Issues and Events, 2013: Fiji 
Jon Fraenkel, The Contemporary Pacific, 26(2), 2014

Book review of Leviathans at the Gold Mine: creating 
indigenous and corporate actors in Papua New 
Guinea 
Shaun Gessler, Journal of Pacific History, 49(4), 2014

The Military in Papua New Guinea: A ‘Culture of 
Instability’ But No Coup 
Nicole Haley and Ron May, Security Challenges, 10(2), 
2014

Gains and Losses: African Australian Women and 
Higher Education  
Anne Harris, Ceridwen Spark, and Mimmie Ngun Chi 
Watts, Journal of Sociology, 51(20), 2015

A Luta Kontinua (The Struggle Continues)  
Lia Kent and Naomi Kinsella, International Feminist Journal 
of Politics, 3(3), 2014
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An Intersectionality Analysis of Gender, Indigeneity 
and Food Insecurity Among Ultrapoor Garo Women 
in Bangladesh  
Jenny Munro, Barbara Parker, Lynn McIntyre, International 
Journal of Indigenous Health, 10(1), 2014 

Reinventing the Governance of Public Finances in 
Remote Indigenous Australia 
Doug Porter and Mark Moran, Australian Journal of Public 
Administration, 73(1), 2014 

Bougainville: Large-scale Mining and Risks of 
Conflict Recurrence  
Anthony Regan, Security Challenges Jounral, 10(2), 2014

Getting Ahead in Rural China: the elite-cadre divide 
and its implications for rural governance 
Graeme Smith, Journal of Contemporary China, 24(94), 
2015

“We Only Get the Daylight Hours”: Gender, Fear and 
‘Freedom’ in Urban Papua New Guinea 
Ceridwen Spark, Security Challenges Journal, 10(2), 2014

Working out what to wear’: the politics of fashion in 
Stella 
Ceridwen Spark, The Contemporary Pacific, 27(1), 2015

An Oceanic revolution? Stella and the construction 
of new femininities in Papua New Guinea and the 
Pacific 
Ceridwen Spark, The Australian Journal of Anthropology, 
25(1), 2014

Australians in PNG: 1960-1975 
Ceridwen Spark, Seumas Spark, and Christina Twomey 
(eds), Oceana, Special Issue: Gender and Person in 
Oceania, 85(1), 2015

Emerging Dimensions of Networked Energy 
Citizenship: the case of Coal Seam Gas Exploration 
in Australia 
Asha Titus and Declan Kuch, Communication, Politics and 
Culture Journal, 47(2), 2014

Other Publications
Pacific Trade and Human Rights  
Lloyd Lipsett, Miranda Forsyth, Selim Raihan and Wesley 
Morgan

The United Nations Development Program, The United 
Nations Office of the High Commission on Human Rights, 
and the World Health Organisation, 2014 
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SSGM continues to undertake research and 
analysis that contribute to the deepening of an 
evidence base to inform policy and program 
development regarding a range of issues in the 
region. Building on SSGM’s policy engagement 
in 2013/14, in 2014/15 we continued to produce 
commissioned research for DFAT and to initiate, 
host and participate in numerous briefings, 
workshops, and seminars for members of the 
policy community. We continued to disseminate 
the findings of our research in ways that were 
accessible to the policy community, and to 
respond effectively to requests for research and 
analysis. 

Along with the events and publications already detailed, the 
following pages highlight examples of policy engagment 
and policy activities conducted by SSGM in 2014/15. 

DFAT Seminars

SSGM conducts regular in-house seminars for DFAT 
audiences. These seminars enable SSGM to disseminate 
emerging research findings and analysis, and they allow for 
open discussion on issues of mutual interest and for the 
development of valuable working relationships. Seminars 
are generally presented for a specific area within DFAT’s 
Pacific Division; however they often attract participants 
from across the Division and, where possible, are joined by 
officers at country posts, who join the discussion via video 
or teleconference.In 2014/15, SSGM hosted the following 
seminars for DFAT: 

 > Aid policy in Melanesia – Stewart Firth; 
 > How Land Works in Melansia – Matt Allen, Colin Filer 

and Siobhan McDonnell; 
 > Small-scale Mining in Bougainville, Ciaran 

O’Faircheallaigh and Anthony Regan;
 > The Political Economy of PNG Decentralisation Policy, 

1960s to 2014 - Anthony Regan; 
 > The system of local level government in Bougainville – 

Anthony Regan 
 > PNG Decentralisation Policy and the Establishment of 

District Development Authorities – Anthony Regan; 
 > Pacific labour mobility to Australia and New Zealand: 

Potential Development Impacts – Rochelle Bailey and 
Rochelle Ball;

 > Australia’s links to the Melanesian Spearhead Group – 
James Batley;

 > Health Phone Services in PNG – Amanda Watson; and
 > Solomon Islands Election - Nicole Haley and Julien 

Barbara.

Briefings

We have continued to deliver an extensive program of 
policy advisory briefings over the last year. These briefings 
have proven to be a highly effective means of disseminating 
research findings and analysis, particularly to the policy 
community. They have allowed for more direct transfer of 
knowledge; discussion and exchange of ideas, and the 
development of long-term working relationships with policy 
stakeholders. 
In the last 12 months, we have conducted briefings with 
DFAT, the Office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, the 
Office of National Assessments, the Attorney General’s 
Department, the Department of Employment, the Australian 
Civilian Corps, the New Zealand Ministry for Foreign Affairs 
and Trade, UNDP, United Nations Department of Political 
Affairs, members of the European Community, the Australian 
Institute for International Affairs, the Government of PNG, 
the Government of Solomon Islands, the Autonomous 
Bougainville Government, the World Bank, the Lowy 
Institute, the Australian Federal Police, the Department of 
Defence, the Department of Immigration, CARE Australia, 
ACFID, the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, the 
Developmental Leadership Program, the Pacific Leadership 
Program, and many others.

Such briefings are in addition to the regular policy and 
programming advice we provide to DFAT and other 
stakeholders on a daily basis.

ANU’s Vice-Chancellor’s Award for Public 
Policy and Outreach
In November 2014, in recognition of her outstanding 
contributions to, and influence in, public policy and 
debate, SSGM Convenor Nicole Haley was awarded 
the ANU Vice-Chancellor’s Award for Public Policy and 
Outreach. Associate Professor Haley was commended 
for her six-year leadership of SSGM, which under 
her tenure has become a leading international centre 
for multidisciplinary research on contemporary 
Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the broader Pacific. She 
has demonstrated substantial influence with regard 
to the Australian aid program, particularly in the areas 
of women’s empowerment and political participation, 
election monitoring, and electoral reform and promotion 
of democracy.

P O L I C Y  E N G A G E M E N T
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Pathways to Land Reform in Solomon 
Islands
SSGM Senior Policy Fellow Julien Barbara led a team 
of researchers, including Siobhan McDonnell and Joseph 
Foukona, PhD candidates in the ANU’s School of Culture, 
History and Language, in a program of research that seeks 
to present pathways for land reform in Solomon Islands. The 
research considered current models for identifying custom 
land owners and for resolving land disputes in Solomon 
Islands, and drew upon lessons learned from regional 
case studies.  The research was informed by in-country 
consultations and workshops with key stakeholders in 
land management including Solomon Islands Government 
officials, provincial government officials, donor and 
business community representatives, NGOs and land 
owners. The findings of the research are presented in a 
report that documents lessons from land reform initiatives 
in Solomon Islands, Fiji, Vanuatu and PNG and, based upon 
these lessons, identifies pathways to reform that might be 
followed in Solomon Islands.  It is anticipated that the final 
research report will be presented at a lands conference 
with key stakeholders in August 2015, which will involve 
participation from stakeholders in land management from 
PNG, Vanuatu and Fiji.

Engagment with Members of Parliament
Senator Brett Mason: 9 July 2014
Senator Brett Mason, then Parliamentary Secretary to 
the Minister for Froeign Affairs, joined SSGM for a policy 
roundtable chaired by Professor Michael Wesley, Coral 
Bell School Director on 9 July 2014. Among the topics of 
discussion were the role of the Pacific in Australia’s foreign 
policy, threats posed to Pacific nations by transnational 
crime and the role of the New Colombo Plan in the Pacific.

The Hon Steve Ciobo MP: 24 March 2015
James Batley and Rochelle Ball participated in a 
roundtable discussion on PACER Plus hosted for the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Foreign Affairs 
by Vice Chancellor Ian Young at the ANU. 

The Hon Tanya Plibersek MP: 3 June 2015
The Hon Tanya Plibersek, Shadow Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, joined a number of SSGM staff for a policy roundtable, 
chaired by Professor Michael Wesley, in early June 
2015.  Among the topics for discussion were migration and 
labour mobility; women’s economic empowerment; issues 
of governance; and issues of aid effectiveness across the 
region. 

Development of PNG’s National Research Agenda
The development of PNG’s National Research Agenda (NRA), an initiative of the Secretariat of Research, Science and 
Technology (The Secretariat), follows a decision by the PNG National Executive Council in 2013 to develop a Strategic 
Plan that supports the realignment of the country’s research agencies and prioritisation of its research needs. Drafting 
of the NRA commenced at a workshop in 2013, and was progressed following consultations with key stakeholders in 
2014 and 2015. Miranda Forsyth participated in a workshop to finalise the drafting of the NRA held in Port Moresby 
on 5-7 May 2015 following a request from the Secretariat of Research, Science and Technology. 

The NRA, as it is currently drafted, reflects the seven pillars of the 2009 Vision 2050 plan, and is also informed by the 
PNG National Strategy for Responsible and Sustainable Development 2014.  It is intended that a range of supporting 
policies and implementation mechanisms will accompany the NRA, including:

 > A National Code of Conduct for Ethical Research;
 > A Research Infrastructure and Investment Plan;
 > A National Research Grant Scheme; and
 > A National Policy on Research and Intellectual Property on Indigenous Knowledge.
 > It is envisaged that the Secretariat will become a central repository for research findings and reports. The Secretariat 

is also intended to support the dissemination of research findings and uptake of findings by key stakeholders and 
government.

National Research Agenda drafting workshop participants
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PNG Electoral Engagement Strategy
In November 2014 SSGM scholars Julien Barbara and 
Nicole Haley developed a strategy to guide DFAT’s 
engagement with electoral processes ahead of the 
2017 national general elections and 2018 Local Level 
Government elections in PNG. The strategy outlines 
components of, and a schedule for, a program of effective 
support for the election. Drawing on lessons learned 
from previous election cycles and elections, as well as 
the current political and legislative contexts, the strategy 
highlights key requirements, opportunities and constraints 
for consideration by a range of actors that are anticipated 
to be involved in supporting the elections. 

PNG Draft National Action Plan to address 
sorcery accusation related violence
During 2014/15 SSGM Fellow Miranda Forsyth, working as 
a member of the Committee against Sorcery Accusation 
Related Violence, assisted in finalising the Draft National 
Action Plan to address sorcery accusation violence in PNG. 
The plan has five core areas: legal and protection, health, 
advocacy and communication, care and counselling, and 
research. Each area contains key recommendations and 
sets out concrete activities to be taken in both the short 
and medium term to implement the recommendations. 
The action plan also allocates specific responsibilities to 
particular departments and organisations, establishes 
time frames, and highlights the resources (human and 
financial) that are necessary or available to implement 
them. The Draft National Action Plan has been endorsed 
by the PNG Central Agencies Coordinating Committee and 
is anticipated to be submitted for the National Executive 
Council for consideration in the coming months.

Workshop series: Asia Pacific Security from 
the Ground Up
SSGM scholars Matthew Allen, Julien Barbara, James 
Batley, George Carter, Sinclair Dinnen and Stewart 
Firth participated in a workshop series convened by Coral 
Bell School scholars Michael Wesley, Hugh White, Amy 
King and Nicholas Farrelly investigating Asia Pacific 
security issues across the Solomon Islands and the Pacific, 
Myanmar, Indonesia and China. Discussions at these 
workshops will form the basis of a special edition of Asia 
& the Pacific Policy Studies (APPS) to be published in early 
2016.  Participants from the Australian Government, ANU 
staff and students were involved in the workshop series, 
the aim of which was to generate discussion about security 
challenges at local, regional and global levels.

DFAT’s Papua Health Strengthening 
Program Design
Jenny Munro served as an external reviewer on the design 
of DFAT’s Papua Health Strengthening Program.

Analytical Support for the Pacific 
Leadership Program
PLP is a regional governance initiative funded by DFAT that 
recognises the critical role of leadership in development. 
The program builds, applies and shares knowledge 
on developmental leadership, i.e. leadership involving 
collective action towards locally owned, inclusive policy 
and institutional change for the public good. It works with 
influential individuals, organisations and coalitions to learn 
from and support them in the exercise of developmental 
leadership.  In 2014/2015 Julien Barbara applied PLP’s 
developmental leadership analytical framework, developed 
by himself and Nicole Haley in FY2013/14, to identify the 
conditions that constrain private sector development in 
Tonga and identify areas of opportunity to support collective 
action for significant development change. 

Julien also conducted research to inform a regional scan 
on youth employment issues for PLP. Again applying the 
program’s analytical framework, the research is informly a 
review of policy challenges regarding youth employment 
in PLP’s partner countries, assessment of how youth 
organisations and development partners are responding 
to youth employment issues, and identification of potential 
opportunities for PLP to support engaged organisations 
progress youth employment reform initiatives through the 
exercise of developmental leadership.

Participation in the Pacific Regional 
Consultation for the World Humanitarian 
Summit 30 June – 2 July 2015
Roannie Ng Shiu and Bryant Allen participated in the 
Pacific Regional Consultations for the World Humanitarian 
Summit which will be held in May 2016, in Istanbul, to 
improve global humanitarian action and better meet 
the needs of millions of people affected by conflicts and 
disasters. The Pacific Regional Consultations in Auckland 
were co-hosted by Australia, New Zealand and the United 
Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs. 
They were an opportunity for representatives from Member 
States, civil society, the private sector, academia, and 
regional and international organisations to discuss the key 
findings of a pre-consultation report regarding humanitarian 
action in the region. The consultations provided Roannie 
and Bryant an opportunity to contribute findings from their 
research regarding responses to humanitarian response 
in the Pacific and new ideas that will feed into the Pacific 
perspectives to be presented and discussed at the World 
Humanitarian Summit.
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In 2014/15 SSGM held several major events. 
We conducted a series of major workshops 
or conferences, research capacity building 
workshops, 36 seminars and public lectures, 
and film screenings. Our events were attended 
by academics, members of policy and diplomatic 
communities, development practitioners, and 
most importantly, by participants from across the 
region. As part of a broader strategy to ensure 
more effective dissemination of our research 
to audiences in the Pacific, we will continue to 
conduct more conferences, workshops, and 
public lectures in the region in the next year. 

More information on the major events convened by SSGM 
in 2014/15 is listed below.

Working with Legal Pluralism in the 
Francophone & Anglophone Pacific Islands 
25 September 2014
Legal pluralism, by which we mean the simultaneous 
existence of several different legal orders in the same 
territory, is a reality in Pacific island countries now widely 
acknowledged by both scholars and development 
practitioners, although there is little consensus on how to 
engage with it in a practical sense.   Pluralism raises both 
problems and opportunities for a range of different issues, 
such as access to justice, security and peacebuilding, 
respecting and promoting human rights and the maintenance 
of cultural values and ontologies.  It is also a very important 
issue for some Francophone countries in the region, as it 
raises questions of decolonisation, multiculturalism and 
political cohesiveness.  Understandably, there is a vast 
range of responses to these issues in the region. This 
symposium, organised by SSGM and L’École des Hautes 
Études en Sciences Sociales (EHESS@ANU), with the 
support of the French “Fonds Pacifique”, provided an 
opportunity to present and debate some of the competing 
approaches from both the French and English speaking 
Pacific island countries. 

Contributors to the symposium drew on case studies from 
different parts of the region and interrogated the range of 
ways that states can interact with non-state forms of social 
ordering, the advantages and disadvantages of the various 
approaches, and the sorts of agency that non-state orders 
have to influence policy in this field.

Symposium sessions included: 

 > Setting the Scene: A Typology of Legal Pluralism - 
Miranda Forsyth

 > Engaging Locally: Community Policing Innovations in 
Bougainville & Solomon Islands – Sinclair Dinnen 

 > The Trajectory of Pluralism in the Evolution of PNG’s 
Village Courts - Michael Goddard

 > Legal pluralism in land dealings; moving beyond the 
romanticism of chiefs - Siobhan McDonnell

 > Custom, Law, Society: A sociological and anthropological 
point of view - Patrice Godin and Jone Passa

 > A Round table discussion on New Caledonian Citizenship 
and current discussions – introduced by Patrice Godin 
and Jone Passa

 > The ‘Conseil municipal’ (local council) of Ouvea (New 
Caledonia): The Emergence of an autonomous political 
arena - Melissa Nayral

 > The customary law in Wallis and Futuna, between 
tradition and modernity - Allison Lotti

 > Legal pluralism in French Polynesia: contemporary 
determinants - Tamatoa Bambridge

Fiji: Return to Democracy 
5 November 2014
In September, Fiji held its first election in eight years, the 
first under the 2013 constitution, and the first using a 
common roll of electors with proportional representation. In 
the new parliament of 50 seats, the coup leader of 2006, 
Frank Bainimarama, emerged triumphant. His Fiji First party 
won 32 seats, with SODELPA, a successor party to earlier 
indigenous Fijian parties, winning 15 and the National 
Federation Party three. The election of the new parliament 
marked the end of Fiji’s longest period under a military 
government since independence. 

This Workshop, convened by Stewart Firth, sought to 
explore key questions raised by Fiji’s return to democracy. 
How were the elections conducted? Were they free from 
fraud and manipulation? How did the new system of 
proportional representation operate and how were the 
votes counted? What will the impact of the elections be on 
key institutions such as the Methodist Church? How will 
women fare under the new dispensation and what role did 
they play in the elections? What are the prospects for the Fiji 
economy under an elected government? What will be the 
impact on Fiji’s relations with Australia, the Pacific Islands 
and the world beyond? What will the role of the military be 
in this militarised democracy? And, most important of all, 
how should we judge the significance of these elections in 
the context of Fiji’s turbulent history since independence? 
Is the full reconstruction of Fijian democracy possible under 
the present government? 

Speakers from academics from ANU, Victoria University 
of Wellington and UNSW; Australian Government officials 
from the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade and the 
Australian Electoral Commission; and a representative from 
Fiji’s National Federation Party addressed these issues and 
more in their presentations. 

E V E N T S
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Women’s Leadership & Political 
Participation in PNG Workshop  
12 March 2015
On 12 March 2015 at the request of UNDP and the US 
Embassy in PNG, Nicole Haley, Kerry Zubrinich, Kerryn 
Baker and Theresa Meki conducted a workshop on 
Women’s Leadership and Political Participation in Port 
Moresby. The workshop followed on from the PNG 
Women’s Forum, sponsored by the U.S. Embassy in Port 
Moresby, held 9-11 March.  The workshop was attended 
by the recently elected executives of the PNG National 
Council of Women, presidents of the Provincial Council of 
Women, Provincial Assembly nominees, women intending 
to contest the 2017 national elections and their campaign 
managers. A number of those present had in fact contested 
the 2012 elections polling well, finishing amongst the top-
ranked losing candidates. 

Fortuitously the workshop provided the SSGM scholars with 
an opportunity to interview and document the experiences 
of these women, as well as those in local government, 
particularly those nominated women’s representatives 
appointed, for example, to Local Level Governments 
(LLG’s) or to Joint District Planning and Budget Priorities 
Committees (JDB&BPC) – now District Authorities – and 
those appointed to Provincial Assemblies. Unexpectedly 
the scholars found that the majority of those appointed to 
Provincial Assemblies were amongst the better performing 
unsuccessful candidates in the 2012 national elections. 
Credibly contesting national level elections is clearly 
one of the pathways to local and provincial leadership. 
These women have parlayed their national election 
losses into positions of influence at the sub-national level. 
Their experiences differ from those of the Local Level 
Government nominees who report numerous barriers 
to active participation – consistent with the findings from 
Haley and Zubrinich’s Tuvalu research concerning women 
on the Island councils.

For the purposes of the workshop the SSGM team 
developed and administered a survey which provided data 
concerning the age, education, social and professional 
ties of this cohort. Focus groups conducted as part of 
the workshop explored the issue of campaign financing 
and the distribution of funding for women’s development 
initiatives. The survey and focus group discussion results 
are contributing to Haley and Zubrinich’s broader research 
on Women’s Leadership and Political Participation 
supported by the Australian Government funded Pacific 
Women Shaping Pacific Development. 

Legal Innovation in PNG Workshop 
15 April 2015
This workshop was held at the ANU and funded by the 
UK Economic and Social Research Council, as part of 
the end-of-project dissemination activities of a three-
year research project, Legal Innovation in PNG. It fell one 
week after a parallel workshop held in Port Moresby at 
PNG’s National Research Institute, with some of the same 
participants. This project has entailed the examination of 
developments in the usage of the country’s village courts 
system in selected locations in six provinces: West New 
Britain, Milne Bay, Western, Madang, Western Highlands, 
and the National Capital District. While the Port Moresby 
workshop focused on formal and structural aspects of 
the courts’ role in the legal lives of Papua New Guineans, 
the ANU workshop focused on the way the village courts 
system has permeated the way Papua New Guineans think 
about law and disputing more generally, that is to say, their 
‘legal consciousness’.

This workshop featured presentations by four members of 
the project team (based in the UK, Australia, and PNG), 
with feedback then provided by our discussants: John 
Braithwaite (RegNet), Miranda Forsyth (SSGM), and 
Michael Goddard (Macquarie University). Presentations 
delved into the diversity and specificity of village court usage 
in some of our sample locations, while also endeavouring 
to show where patterns seem to be emerging across the 
country, such as the way the courts are used to manage 
the complexity of cosmopolitan settings like Port Moresby 
and the oil palm ‘suburbs’ of West New Britain. Forty years 
on from their initiation, the village courts appear to be 
doing more or less exactly what they were meant to do: 
flexibly accommodating the diversity of people’s dispute 
management needs in PNG. This flexibility, however, 
sometimes entails the dovetailing of the village courts 
with other institutions (notably churches and Local Level 
Governments), the involvement of magistrates in extra-
court disputes, and pragmatic excesses of jurisdiction.

Some of the other preliminary findings discussed at the 
workshop included:

 > Village courts are not only used by grassroots Papua 
New Guineans, but members of the middle class and 
elites participate as well, depending on what kind of 
outcome they wish to achieve from their dispute.

 > Women appear to be using village courts overwhelmingly 
to clarify their marital status or to bring errant husbands 
into line, largely by means of cases that ostensibly have 
adultery as their focus but that also may become forums 
for the discussion of domestic violence, neglect, and 
other evidence that women’s expectations of marriage 
were different from those of their husbands.

 > In very sensitive cases, such as those involving sorcery 
accusations, magistrates may make the executive 
decision of striking the dispute from the court records 
and holding a ‘non-court’ that nonetheless hinges on 
their authority as magistrates and the structure of a 
court sitting.
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 > Land disputes continue to find a ‘back door’ entry to 
village court hearings, despite being excluded from the 
jurisdiction of the village courts; but because land issues 
are some of the most pressing problems facing people 
in PNG, they emerge as the background of most if not 
all major conflicts in the courts.

 > Local institutions such as schools and businesses may 
also become embroiled in village court disputes, either 
as parties to the disputes themselves or as contributors 
to large compensation payments.

Information & Communication Technologies 
in Melanesia: Building a Research Community 
20-21 April 2015
Striking statistics and anecdotes aside, we know little 
about the political and social impacts of new information 
and communication technologies in Melanesia. We know, 
for example, that PNG’s mobile phone penetration has 
increased from approximately 2% to over 35% in under 
ten years. We know that in Vanuatu, Solomon Islands and 
Fiji social media is an important political campaigning tool. 
We know about increasing use of mobile banking and 
of the increasing use of M4D approaches in the region, 
and we know that concerns about new ICTs as a threat 
to traditional values are shared across Melanesia. These 
occurrences suggest substantial changes in the region and 
offer a tantalising glimpse of opportunities for research.

The two-day, inaugural workshop  hosted by SSGM provided 
a forum for presenters, including Robert Foster (University 
of Rochester) (Heather Horst (RMIT), Gerard Goggin 
(University of Sydney), Amanda Watson (SSGM Visiting 
Fellow) and Deborah Lupton (University of Canberra), to 
consider existing debates regarding the impacts of ICT, 
and relevant research methods across their disciplines, 
from anthropology to sociology and communications.  The 
workshop also featured a presentation from ANU’s Rob 
Ackland, who is contributing to the next World Bank World 
Development Report on social media for development.   

Day two of the workshop was devoted to discussion of 
diverse existing and completed research projects. Heather 
and Robert presented on their ARC project on the moral 
and cultural economy of mobile phones in the Pacific, while 
Amanda presented on recently conducted research on the 
use of mobile phones for anti-corruption initiatives in PNG’s 
Department of Finance. 

Presentations also included: 

 > Tim Sharp’s (SSGM) observations on the use of mobile 
phones in the PNG betel nut trade; 

 > John Cox (SSGM) on questions about how to do 
research in the shadows of the internet, raised by his 
research on the fast money scheme U-Vistract; 

 > Jenny Munro (SSGM) on the need to explore notions of 
reachability and visibility in relation to health services and 
mobile phone technology, prompted by her research in 
West Papua;

 > Tait Brimacombe (La Trobe) on a proposed research 
project that aims to explore the online experiences 
of young women in the Pacific and the benefits and 
limitations of their participation in online platforms; 

 > Kerry Zubrinich (SSGM) on the role of mobile phones 
in the 2014 Solomon Islands elections, drawing on 
extensive survey work conducted during the elections; 
and

 > Sarah Logan (SSGM) on the role of Facebook in 
organising, documenting and discussing protests in 
PNG, drawing on research conducted during the 2014 
constitutional crisis in PNG. 

The workshop served as a basis for the establishment 
of a cross-disciplinary community of practice concerning 
the political and social impacts of new ICT in Melanesia. 
The community of practice is intended to be a forum for 
continued engagement with the diverse issues stemming 
from the increasing presence, and new forms, of ICT in 
Melanesia. 

Ombudsman Commission of PNG 
Consultation  
27 April 2015
On Monday 27 April 2015 the Ombudsman Commission 
of PNG, in cooperation with SSGM, held a Consultation 
in relation to the legislative framework under which 
the Commission operates.  The Consultation, led by 
Ombudsman Phoebe Sangetari, and attended by 
staff from the Ombudsman Commission of PNG, PNG 
students in Canberra, representatives from the Australian 
Ombudsman’s Office, and ANU academics was one in a 
series of public consultations held as part of a review of the 
PNG Ombudsman Commission’s enabling legislation. 

The legislative review is a key priority for the Commission, 
following the adoption of recommendations it made to 
government for a legislative review focussing on improving 
the efficiency and effectiveness of the Commission’s work in 
the Alotau Accord. The review focuses on the Constitutional 
provisions and the two Organic Laws that underpin the 
primary roles of the Ombudsman Commission.

The Organic Law on the Ombudsman Commission (OLOC) 
provides for the internal governance of the Commission 
and also its traditional Ombudsman role. The Organic Law 
on the Duties and Responsibilities of Leadership (OLDRL) 
governs the Commission’s role in enforcing the Leadership 
Code contained in Part III Division 2 of the Constitution.

Participants in the Consultation at the ANU provided input 
on a range of issues raised in a Discussion Paper developed 
as a part of the review that is intended to inform further policy 
development and legislative reforms aimed at improving the 
ability of the Commission to fulfil its responsibilities.



44 State, Society & Governanve in Melanesia

The SSGM seminar series showcases new and 
emerging research findings from Melanesia, 
Timor-Leste, the broader Pacific and comparative 
research from across from outside the region.  
The seminar series continues to be an effective 
means of communicating current research, 
commentary and analysis in a timely manner to 
academics, students, members of the policy and 
diplomatic communities, and interested members 
of the public.  The audience for these seminars 
are a mix of government and diplomatic officials, 
researchers and students, which provides a great 
basis for discussing these topical issues.  As part 
of our seminar series for 2014/15 we hosted a 
total of 36 seminars and public lectures.

In addition to our seminars, SSGM held PhD 
Colloquiums in December 2014 and March 
2015.  37 seminars were delivered across the 
two colloquiums, which provided an opportunity 
for SSGM PhD Scholars to present their thesis 
proposal seminars, mid-term review seminars 
and pre-submission seminars.  

SSGM Seminars
Fighting Corruption or Pursuing Personal 
Aspirations? Student Boycotts at the University of 
Goroka in the PNG Highlands 
Ivo Soeren Syndicus, PhD Scholar, National University of 
Ireland Maynooth, 15 July 2014 

Historic Injustice as an Impediment to Good 
Governance in East Timor 
Jill Joliffe, Freelance Journalist, 22 July 2014 

Chinese Economic Diplomacy towards the Oceania 
Island States in the 21st Century 
Professor Yu Chang Sen, National Center for Oceania 
Studies, Sun Yatsen University, 29 July 2014

The Preservation and Cultivation of Moralities in a 
Fijian Village 
He Wenzhen (Mona), PhD Scholar, Anthropology 
Department of Tsinghua University, 5 August 2014 

Some Thoughts about International Climate Change 
Mitigation and Adaptation Funding: The view from 
New Ireland Province 
John Aini and Paige West, President of the New Hanover 
Local Level Government and Professor of Anthropology at 
Barnard College and Columbia University respectively, 7 
August 2014 

Power and the Construction of Analytical 
Categories: Governance and Co-habitation across 
Timor-Leste 
Damien Grenfell, Director of the Globalism Research 
Centre, 12 August 2014

Power from People, Power Over Land: the Problem 
of Traditional Authority in Buka, Autonomous Region 
of Bougainville 
Thiago Oppermann, Research Fellow, SSGM, 26 August 
2014 

Bainimarama and the Methodist Churches 
Christine Weir, Lecturer, School of Social Sciences, ANU, 
2 September 2014 

Reflections: 39 Years of Sovereign Statehood in PNG 
Charles Lepani, PNG High Commissioner to Australia, 16 
September 2014 

Tep Tok, Reading Between Our Lines 
Julia Gray, Film maker and choreographer, 17 September 
2014 

Timor-Leste After Xanana Gusmão: Challenges for 
Succession 
Cillian Nolan, Deputy Director, Institute for Policy Analysis 
of Conflict (IPAC) in Jakarta, 18 September 2014 

The Monarchy and the Constitution: Tonga’s 
Achievements in Political Reform 
 Guy Powles, Senior Research Fellow, Law Faculty, 
Monash University, 23 September 2014 

The Winds of Change: Evolution and Flux in 
Intellectual Property Rights Models at Global and 
Local Levels 
Miranda Forsyth, Research Fellow, SSGM, 30 September 
2014 

The Fallacies of ‘State-Building’ in Solomon Islands 
Jon Fraenkel, Professor, School of History, Philosophy, 
Political Science & International Relations, Victoria 
University of Wellington, 7 October 2014 

Recalling the War: the PNG in WWII Oral History 
project 
Jonathan Ritchie, Senior Research Fellow, Alfred Deakin 
Research Institute, Deakin University, 14 October 2014

Access and Exclusion in the Betel Nut Market, PNG 
Tim Sharp, Research Fellow, SSGM, 21 October 2014 

Militarised Democracy and Fiji’s 2014 Election 
Scott MacWilliam, Visiting Fellow, SSGM, 28 October 
2014

PNG: Where From? Where To? Learning from the 
Julian Moti Affair 
Sumasy Singin, PNG’s Consul General in Sydney, 3 
November 2014 

Informality and “the Idea of the Town” in Hubert 
Murray’s Papua 
John Conroy, Visiting Fellow, ANU Crawford School, 11 
November 2014 

S S G M  S E M I N A R  S E R I E S 
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Promoting the Human Rights of People with HIV, 
Men Who Have Sex with Men, and Transgenders in 
PNG 
Tim Leach, PhD Scholar, School of Culture, History and 
Language, ANU, 18 November 2014 

The More Things Change? What was Different about 
he 2014 Elections in Solomon Islands and What it 
Means for Development 
Terence Wood, Research Fellow, Development Policy 
Centre, 8 December 2014 

Emerging Challenges for ICTs in PNG 
Joseph Kim Suwamaru, Senior Lecturer, Divine Word 
University, 12 February 2015 

The 2014 Solomon Islands Parliamentary Elections 
Nicole Haley, Convenor, SSGM, 16 February 2015

Seeing Like a State-Owned Enterprise: Eliciting 
Landownership at the Ramu Nico Mine 
Shaun Gessler, PhD Scholar, SSGM, 23 February 2015 

The Corruption Allegations against PNG’s Prime 
Minister - A Case Review 
Bal Kama, PhD Scholar, College of Law, ANU, 2 March 
2015

Bougainville General Elections 2015: Contesting 
Leadership for Decision-making on the Big Issues 
Anthony Regan, Fellow, SSGM, 16 March 2015 

Identifying the Bainimarama Government in Fiji 
Scott MacWilliam, Visiting Fellow, SSGM, 23 March 2015 

Pacific Labour Mobility to Australia and New 
Zealand: Potential Development Impacts 
Rochelle Bailey and Rochelle Ball, Research Fellows, 
SSGM, 30 March 2015

Health Phone Services in PNG: Saving Lives or Just 
Wasting Money? 
Amanda Watson, Visiting Fellow, SSGM, 13 April 2015 

The Consequences of Precolonial Institutions and 
Ethnic Fractionalisation in the South Pacific 
Shaun Larcom, Lecturer, University of London, 20 April 
2015 

Analysing the Results of the 2014 Tonga General 
Election 
Henry Ivarature, Senior Programme Officer, International 
Institute for Democracy and Electoral Assistance, 4 May 
2015 

The Bougainville Mining Act 2015: Process, 
Substance and Controversies 
Anthony Regan, Fellow, SSGM, with comments by 
Kearnneth Nanei, Principal Legal Adviser, Autonomous 
Bougainville Government, and Amanda Masono, Legal 
Officer, 14 May 2015 

The Magic of the Court: Local Courts in PNG 
Melissa Demian, Research Fellow, SSGM, 18 May 2015 

Power of Mo’olelo: Pacific Islanders, Higher 
Education and Sport in the United States 
Keali‘i Troy Kukahiko, PhD Scholar, UCLA and Pacific 
Research Fellow, SSGM, 25 May 2015

Towards a People Centred Early Warning and 
Disaster Response System in Samoa: The use of ICT 
by Samoans during disaster 
Ioana Chan Mow, Dean, Faculty of Science, National 
University of Samoa, 15 June 2015 

Interrogating the Role of ICT in Marketisation 
Asha Titus, PhD Scholar, SSGM, 22 June 2015 

Seminars Delivered in the Coral Bell School 
Horizon Seminar Series
Introduction to the Concept of Hybridity: Why is it 
Worth Interrogating? 
Miranda Forsyth, Fellow, SSGM; Sinclair Dinnen, Senior 
Fellow, SSGM; and Anne Brown, Senior Research Fellow, 
School of Political Science & International Studies, 
University of Queensland, 6 March 2015 

Hybridity in History: Churches and Colonialism 
Victor Igreja, Associate Lecturer, School of Social 
Sciences, University of Queensland; Anna-Karina 
Hermkens, Postdoctoral Research Fellow, College of Asia 
Pacific, ANU, 27 March 2015 

Hybrid Peacebuilding and Reconciliation 
Lia Kent, Research Fellow, SSGM; James Scambary, PhD 
Scholar, SSGM; and Talia Avrahamzon, Research Scholar, 
Centre for Aboriginal Economic Policy Research, ANU, 24 
April 2015 

Sovereignty and Hybrid State-Building or State 
Formation? 
Shahar Hameiri, Senior Lecturer in International Politics 
and Fellow of the Asia Research Centre, Murdoch 
University; Joanne Wallis, Senior Lecturer, Strategic and 
Defence Studies Centre, ANU; and Sarah Phillips, Lecturer 
in international security and development, The University 
of Sydney, 29 May 2015 

What Role Can Hybridity Play in Security? 
Imelda Deinla, Postdoctoral Fellow at the Regulatory 
Institutions Network, ANU and Fellow at the ANU Centre 
for European Studies (ANUCES); Volker Boege, Research 
Fellow, School of Political Science and International 
Studies, The University of Queensland; Gavin Mount, 
Lecturer, UNSW, Canberra, 26 June 2015 
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One of our core objectives is to train and nurture 
the current and next generation of researchers 
from across the region. SSGM is uniquely 
positioned to do this as we have one of the 
largest concentrations of researchers conducting 
multi-disciplinary research on contemporary 
Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the broader Pacific 
anywhere in the world. In 2014/15, we carried out 
a number of major activities in this area, hosting 
our Pacific Research Colloquium, commencing 
the development of a tailored Pacific Research 
Colloquium to be delivered in PNG in 2015, funding 
three researchers from the Pacific to carry out 
research work at ANU under our Pacific Visiting 
Fellows Program, providing teaching support to 
the University of PNG’s School of Humanities 
and Social Sciences, and delivering a range of 
other tailored research methodology training in 
the region. More information on these and other 
research capacity building activities carried out by 
SSGM in 2014/15 is listed below.

The 2015 Pacific Research Colloquium 
(PRC): 26 January - 6 February 2015
The annual PRC is SSGM’s most significant contribution to 
building research capacity in Pacific states and territories. 
Over the past few years we have developed the PRC into 
a unique, intensive and highly interactive ten day program 
on building skills and competencies for conducting social 
science research in the Pacific. We have always conducted 
the PRC in Canberra, but have been exploring ways of 
bringing the program to the Pacific. We now hope to do 
that for the first time in the second half of 2015.

The 2015 PRC was held from 26 January to 6 February, 
and involved 21 participants from the region, as well as 
two SSGM PhD students and two ANU Honours students. 
Of the participants from the region, 11 were from PNG, 
2 from Papua (Indonesia), 3 from Timor-Leste, 4 from 
Solomon Islands and 1 from Fiji.  Many were postgraduate 
researchers but several were already engaged in research 
collaborations with ANU scholars; a few were based in civil 
society organisations working on social development issues. 
All participants had some level of research experience but 
many had no formal training in research methodology.

Selected from 200 applicants, 17 participants attended 
under scholarships funded by SSGM. The other four were 
research officers from the PNG Constitutional and Law 
Reform Commission (CLRC), and their attendance was 
funded by the CLRC as part of its efforts to enhance the 
skills of its research staff. This is the first time an institution 
from the region has funded some of its staff to attend the 
PRC, demonstrating a demand in the region for social 
science research skills training.

Developing the skills of PRC participants begins from the 
time they are selected to attend, usually five or six months 
before the PRC. Participants are required to write a 6000 
word paper concerning the research in which they are 
involved, and SSGM then assigns at least two academic 
mentors to provide detailed advice and guidance on 
developing the paper. Each applicant is then required to 
revise their paper, taking account of mentors’ comments, in 
advance of in the 10 day program in Canberra. Participants 
meet their mentors during the first week of the PRC with 
the goal of further improving their paper, in advance of 
presenting it in the second week of the PRC. 

In the first week of the 2015 PRC, participants took part 
in intensive sessions on research skills. They included 
sessions on defining research problems, choice of research 
methodology, quantitative and qualitative approaches, and 
designing and undertaking interviews. Towards the end of 
the week, the sessions moved to planning and management 
of research projects, the conduct of fieldwork, analysing 
data, development of writing skills, and disseminating 
research.

Week two was led by participants as they presented their 
own papers and acted as discussants for fellow participants’ 
presentations. This required the participants to think deeply 
and critically about both their own work and that of their 
peers. The 2015 PRC participants all took the mentoring 
process very seriously, and the improvement in the quality 
of their material by the time they made their presentations 
was dramatic. Several SSGM researchers in attendance 
remarked that the papers were of such high calibre that they 
could have been presented at any academic conference.

The 2015 PRC wasn’t all work; participants were also 
treated to a range of social events, including a welcome 
function opened by the Ambassador from Timor-Leste and 
the Deputy High Commissioner from PNG, a visit to the 
Canberra Zoo and Aquarium, a visit to the Tent Embassy 
at Old Parliament House, and a farewell dinner. But the 
highlight was a tour of Parliament House, and especially 
the roundtable discussion and photo-opportunity with the 
Hon. Julie Bishop, Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs.

A prize-giving ceremony held at dinner on the final night saw 
participants receive a range of prizes, from books to ANU 
merchandise. The top prize was awarded to Els Tieneke 
Rieke, from Indonesia, for delivery of the best paper in 
2015. She was awarded a fellowship to return to Canberra 
to present at the 2015 State of the Pacific conference. 

Participants offered positive reviews of the 2015 PRC, most 
evaluating it as “very useful”. They particularly appreciated 
the interactive sessions, and those directed at enhancing 
practical skills. Each year we have seen a growing network 
of PRC alumni building ongoing collaborations with each 
other and with ANU scholars and students, and sharing 
SSGM’s reputation for high calibre applied research in the 
Pacific.

R E S E A R C H  C A P A C I T Y  B U I L D I N G  & 
T E A C H I N G
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The full list of 2015 participants, including their country of 
origin and research topic is below.

Participant: Benjamin Barcson 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Challenges to implementation of 
development plans at the Local Government level in PNG

Participant: Alex Botu 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Conflict Resolution Approach to the 
problem of sorcery and witchcraft related violence in PNG: 
preliminary analysis

Participant: Mary Fairio 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Issues involved in data collection and 
analysis when conducting the study of drugs and alcohol 
abuse in PNG

Participant: Aaron Inamara

Country: PNG

Research Topic: Using creative media to communicate 
climate change adaptation measures drawn from 
indigenous knowledge

Participant: Dennis Kikira 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Small scale mining and internal migration 
in Bougainville

Participant: Susanne Maezama 
Country: Solomon Islands

Research Topic: Leading from the backyard; a case study 
of women leaders’ leadership beliefs in Santa Isabel, 
Solomon Islands

Participant: Gaylyn Puairana 
Country: Solomon Islands

Research Topic: Markets for Change: a survey of Honiara 
Central and Kukum Markets

Participant: Els Rieke 
Country: Papua (Indonesia)

Research Topic: Gender, sexual culture, and HIV/AIDS 
among indigenous heterosexual married couples in West 
Papua

Participant: Acacio Sarmento 
Country: Timor-Leste

Research Topic: Men’s Health Program, Timor-Leste. 
Paper research survey

Participant: Augusto da Silva 
Country: Timor-Leste

Research Topic: Climate change and food security in 
Timor-Leste: Scientific discourses, local experience and 
government policies

Participant: Grayham Tahu 
Country: Solomon Islands

Research Topic: Changing languages and social change in 
small Malaita

Participant: Vini Talai 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Political ecology of hazards – a case 
study of the Manam internally displaced persons

Participant: Jope Tarai 
Country: Fiji

Research Topic: Political social media campaigning in Fiji’s 
2014 elections
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Participant: Ivonia Pinto Tsia 
Country: Timor-Leste

Research Topic: Women’s access to land and property 
rights in plural justice systems in Timor-Leste

Participant: Jennifer Baing Waiko 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Improving diets of the Adzera people of 
Markham District through participatory action research

Participant: Benjamin Wate 
Country: Solomon Islands

Research Topic: Negotiating a sacred place for women: 
A study of the dynamics of culture and Christian theology 
in the Anglican Church of Melanesia, among the Sa’a 
people, Solomon Islands

PNG Constitutional and Law Reform Commission
Participant: Elizabeth Chepon 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: A call to establish common custom for 
generations living in cities and towns of PNG

Participant: Lucy Mathew 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Discussion on the processes and 
methodology utilised by the Constitutional and Law 
Reform Commission to collect primary data on the review 
of the Informal Sector Development and Control Act 2004

Participant: Dorothy Mimiko-Kesenga 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Beyond repeal of the Sorcery Act 1971 – 
the need to regulate belief in sorcery

Participant: Nomison Napo 
Country: PNG

Research Topic: Relevance of the maxim ‘cujus est solum 
ejus est usque ad coelom et ad inferos’ and natural 
resource ownership in PNG

Taking the Pacific Research Colloquium to 
the region 
As a result of the positive assessment of their PRC 
experience by the PNG CLRC staff who attended, the 
CLRC has requested that SSGM present of a version of 
the PRC curriculum, customised to meet their particular 
needs, in PNG later in 2015. There is wider interest in the 
PNG public service and academic institutions in similar 
development of the PRC to support their efforts to build 
staff research skills.

PRC 2015 participants met with the Hon. Julie Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs
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PRC 2015
Photos from the Pacific Research Colloquium 2015

PRC 2015 participants and SSGM’s Jenny Munro with the Jacinta Warakai-Manual, 

PNG’s then Deputy High Commissioner to Australia 

PRC 2015 participants at Parliment House

PRC 2015 participants met with the Hon. Julie Bishop MP at Parliament House to 

discuss their research projects
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Support for the University of PNG’s School 
of Humanities & Social Sciences 
Since January 2015 SSGM has supported a full-time 
position in the UNPG Department of Political Science, 
School of Humanities and Social Sciences. Alan Robson 
commenced in the position at the beginning of the 
academic year. Alan previously lectured in the Department 
from 1990-97 and was later engaged under the DFAT-
funded G08 project from 2010-2013. He was responsible 
for re-establishing the honours program, for revising the 
teaching curriculum, for providing teaching assistance, 
and mentoring academic staff during his G08 posting. 
The School of Humanities and Social Sciences Dean, 
Professor Betty Lovai, invited Alan to return to UPNG 
in 2015 to provide academic leadership within the School, 
and support to the Department’s teaching program. Since 
January, Alan has played a critical role in developing and 
growing the Department’s teaching program and resourcing 
the curriculum. He has restarted the Department’s honours 
program and provided leadership and mentoring to early 
career academics. He has also provided support for SSGM 
activities in Port Moresby. 

Research Methodology Workshop for CARE 
PNG staff, April 2015 
In April 2015 Richard Eves and Asha Titus delivered a 
research methodology workshop for CARE PNG staff in 
Goroka. Richard and Asha worked closely with members 
of their Coffee Industry Support Project on designing a 
research project to examine household relationships and 
women’s economic empowerment in the industry. The study, 
which commenced in July 2015, will utilise quantitative and 
qualitative research methods discussed in the workshop. It 
will involve fieldwork in four communities in the Goroka and 
Okapa Districts of Eastern Highlands Province.

New Colombo Plan Proposal: Political 
Economy of PNG Field School
PNG’s political economy is changing rapidly with 
profound implications for service delivery and the rule of 
law. Resource revenues are driving the reconfiguration 
of national politics in highly contested ways, threatening 
democratic politics.  SSGM Convenor Nicole Haley 
recently submitted a proposal for funding under the 
New Colombo Plan for a study tour, to be undertaken 
in partnership with the UPNG, which would provide 
undergraduate students with direct experience of 
PNG’s changing political, social and economic context. 
The study tour would address key questions confronting 
PNG 40 years after Indepedence: Have decentralised 
governance arrangements improved service delivery 
and human development? Has electoral reform 
delivered more representative MPs? What is the role of 
money politics in PNG’s political economy? Will PNG’s 
ambitious and game changing institutional reform 
agenda exacerbate inequality? 

This study tour would provide students with the 
opportunity to visit and undertake field study in 
PNG along with leading ANU academics possessed 
with deep, long-term knowledge of the region. By 
harnessing the ANU’s long-standing and recently 
enhanced relationship with UPNG, students will have 
exclusive access to academics, government officials, 
politicians, business leaders, civil society activists and 
developmental leaders. Through meetings with these, 
other key officials and visits to PNG’s leading think-
tanks, namely the National Research Institute and 
Institute of National Affairs, students would gain first-
hand insights into the social, political and economic 
transformations underway in PNG, 40 years after 
Independence. Shared research activities with students 
in political science – UPNG’s largest undergraduate 
stream – would provide a unique opportunity for peer-
to-peer learning. The study tour would provide students 
with an unprecedented opportunity to acquire a more 
nuanced understanding of the development challenges 
facing PNG, not to mention key insights into how to 
think and work politically in our region.

Source: Richard Eves - CARE PNG research Methodology Workshop participants
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Research Training for Young Bougainville 
Women, September 2014 
Richard Eves visited the Autonomous Region of 
Bougainville in September 2014 to work with the 
Bougainville Women’s Federation (BWF). This was a follow-
up to an earlier trip in May 2014 when he trained a dozen 
young women in social science research methods for a 
research project examining young women’s leadership. The 
research had the following aims: 

to identify opportunities and barriers for young women’s 
participation in BWF; 

to provide a baseline of data to enable BWF and the IWDA 
to monitor and evaluate project impacts; 

to inform the development and implementation of BWF’s 
young women’s leadership program;

to develop young BWF members’ skills and experience in 
conducting research.

After the training, six two-woman teams undertook research 
in six districts, covering the three regions of Bougainville 
(North, Central and South).  After the data collection was 
finished, Richard returned to Bougainville to work with 
these researchers on the analysis. The report on the 
research, authored by Richard Eves and Isobel Koredong, 
is due to be launched at the State of the Pacific Conference 
in September 2015. Richard was accompanied by Tessa 
Walsh from IWDA, who has been working closely with the 
BWF to develop their organisational capacity. The research 
training is part of an ongoing collaboration between SSGM’s 
Gender, Health, Social Development and Migration cluster 
and the IWDA.

Source: Richard Eves - Research Training for the Bougainville Women’s Federation,  September 2014
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Pacific Visitors

SSGM’s Pacific Visitors program provides young 
researchers from Melanesia, the wider Pacific and 
Timor-Leste a short-term scholarship to conduct 
research and writing at the ANU. Pacific Visitors 
generally carry out a discrete piece of research 
or writing for publication under the guidance 
and supervision of senior SSGM staff members, 
sometimes an academic they have been 
collaborating with. Some Pacific Visitors have come 
to the ANU in advance of a conference, utilising 
their time at SSGM to refine their presentation 
and to present it internally to a SSGM audience in 
advance of the conference. Pacific Visitors are not 
necessarily from an academic institution and many 
previous Pacific Visitors have been based in civil 
society organisations or government. In 2014/15, 
SSGM hosted three Pacific Visitors: Joseph Kim 
Suwamaru, Troy Keal’ii Lau and Ioana Chan Mow. 

Joseph Kim Suwamaru  
January/February 2015
In 2013, Joseph Suwamaru 
received his PhD from Divine 
Word University (DWU), PNG.  
He now holds the position 
of Senior Lecturer, teaching 
in the Information Systems 
Department at DWU.  His 
PhD focused on the impact 
of mobile phones on socio-
economic development in 
PNG, collecting data from 
the Highlands, Coastal and 
Islands regions.  Prior to 
obtaining his PhD, Joseph 
worked in the PNG telecommunications industry for 23 
years.  He also served five years as Vice Chairman to 
the Asia Pacific Tele-community study groups based in 
Bangkok. 

Joseph’s research interests align closely with the research 
framework and priorities of the Gender, Health, Social 
Development and Migration cluster.  His work focuses 
on the impact of mobile phones on social and political 
development in PNG.  His research is unique in that it 
encompasses fieldwork across a variety of regions in 
PNG. His professional background provides a valuable 
basis for his perspectives on a range of issues regarding 
telecommunications in PNG, including telecommunications 
reforms, mobile phone usage and connectivity in PNG.

During his time at SSGM, Joseph delivered an SSGM 
Seminar and produced an SSGM Discussion Paper in 
collaboration with other SSGM scholars that considers 
approaches to mobile phone usage in PNG. He also 
produced an SSGM In Brief on the ‘Impact of mobile 
phone usage in PNG’ and secured a book contract with 
ANU Press in conjunction with SSGM’s Sarah Logan. 
This publication outlines the social and economic impact of 
mobile phones in PNG since deregulation of the market in 
2007. It situates these developments in the broader history 
of telecommunications and social change in PNG, drawing 
on Joseph’s extensive expertise in this area. Joseph and 
Sarah have also secured a contract to produce a chapter 
on the history of internet use and infrastructure in PNG for 
the Routledge Internet Histories Companion in 2016. Whilst 
at ANU Joseph also conducted an interview with Radio 
National concerning his research. 

Troy Keal’ii Lau 
April / May 2015
Troy Keali’i Lau is a PhD 
Scholar at the University of 
California, Los Angeles.  He 
is of Hawai’ian descent and 
his current thesis looks at 
the barriers and enablers to 
tertiary academic success 
for Pacific student athletes 
in California.  Troy’s research 
project aligns well with 
the sports mobility linkage 
project that Roannie Ng 
Shiu and Richard Eves, 
from the Gender, Health, Social Development and Migration 
Cluster, have recently submitted.  His thesis also supports 
the aims of Pasifika Australia, which seeks to understand 
factors impacting on Pasifika young peoples’ aspirations 
and participation in higher education.  Additionally, he is 
also a professional football coach and can provide much 
needed insight into coaches’ perspectives on athletes’ 
health and wellbeing. 

During his four weeks at SSGM, Troy produced a book 
chapter that compared and contrasted how the sports of 
football and rugby have developed between the United 
States and Australia and progressed work on his thesis 
literature review, which focused on indigenous critical 
theories and methodologies and colonisation in the Pacific. 
He also delivered an SSGM Seminar based on his work 
and on the collaboration between the ANU and the National 
Rugby League (NRL).
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Ioana Chan Mow  
May/June 2015
Ioana Chan Mow is the 
principal investigator for the 
National University of Samoa 
PaceNet plus team.  PaceNet 
is a regional consortium 
looking into climate change 
in the Pacific and is funded 
by the European Union.  She 
joined SSGM for a period of 
four weeks over May/June 
2015.

Ioana’s research complements 
research being done in two of SSGM’s clusters.  Her work 
on information and communication for development in the 
Pacific region (ICT4D) relates directly to the research being 
done in the digital technologies field of the Gender, Health 
and Social Development Cluster.  Notably, she is one of the 
few Pacific academics in the region working in the area of 
ICT4D.  Ioana’s work on e-government in the Pacific nicely 
intersects with work being done by the academics in the 
Politics, Elections, Leadership and Governance Cluster.  

During her time at SSGM, Ioana worked to complete a 
number of publications focusing on (ICT4D), including 
a book chapter on e-government in the Pacific.  The 
book chapter was based on a survey study conducted 
in collaboration with the School of Government, Victoria 
University of Wellington.  This will be part of an edited 
collection led by AP Graham Hassall from the School of 
Government.

Ioana also completed a discussion paper, which outlined 
a research agenda on ICT4D utilising a mixed methods 
approach.  This qualitative research will work towards 
filling the noted gap in Pacific-focused articles with relevant 
contextual background.  Ioana presented her work in an 
SSGM Seminar: Towards a People centered Early Warning 
and Disaster Response System in Samoa: The use of ICT 
by Samoans during disaster.

Visiting Fellow
Amanda Watson
Amanda Watson joined 
SSGM as a Visiting Fellow 
from October 2014. Since 
this time, she has published 
her research in SSGM’s 
publications series and other 
academic mediums.   She 
is employed by Coffey and 
based in Port Moresby, PNG 
and works as a researcher 
on the use of mobile phones 
in development and rural 
service delivery, providing 
research findings and advice to both the Government of 
PNG and the Government of Australia. 

Commencing with her doctoral research on mobile phones 
in rural areas of PNG, Amanda has been able to track the 
changes taking place in the sector since competition was 
introduced in July 2007. Through research grants from the 
Australian Government and in partnership with relevant 
local authorities, Amanda has led research teams to trial the 
strategic use of mobile phone services in various sectors 
(health, education, justice and governance). Through her 
continued association with SSGM, she has been able to 
keep abreast of and contribute towards the literature in this 
field. 

During a visit to SSGM in April 2015, she delivered a 
seminar in which she introduced two different health 
phone services that she had helped to establish: a 
maternal health hotline for the exclusive use of rural health 
workers in Milne Bay Province, and a health call centre for 
citizens of Western Highlands Province. She presented 
research findings from the former project, and discussed 
early indications and lessons learnt through the process 
of establishing the latter project. During her concluding 
remarks, she explained that research had indicated that the 
maternal health hotline for the exclusive use of rural health 
workers in Milne Bay Province had saved lives of women 
who experienced childbirth complications. She said that 
more research was needed regarding the health call centre 
model, which is a more expensive approach, due to the 
need to hire registered nurses to work on rostered shifts in 
the call centre. Careful analysis will need to be undertaken 
to ascertain the sustainability of such an approach in PNG.
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Pacific Research 
Fellowship 
From 2014 Pacific Research Fellow to Research 
Fellow in Gender

‘For me, Pacific Research Fellowship not only offered 
me the space to think and write, but also a collegial 
environment working alongside some of the world’s 

leading scholars of Melanesia’.

After joining SSGM in April 2014 as a Pacific Research 
Fellow, Priya Chattier won the position of SSGM’s Gender 
Research Fellow and commenced in this position in April 
2015. 

SSGM’s Pacific Research Fellowships are offered through 
a competitive process to academic researchers from 
Melanesia, the wider Pacific and Timor-Leste for a period 
of 12-18 months to conduct a program of research and 
writing at the ANU. The Fellowships are designed to provide 
established academics with the time and space to write 
away from busy teaching and administrative schedules at 
their home institution. As well as being expected to publish 
their research in academic forums and SSGM publication 
series, Pacific Research Fellows are required to present their 
research to academic and policy audiences in Canberra 
through seminars, conference presentations and briefings.

Before joining SSGM, Priya was the Gender Studies 
Coordinator at the University of the South Pacific (USP) 
from April 2010 to March 2014.  In this role, she pioneered, 
coordinated and taught the first ever gender studies 
course for the University.  Priya was also involved in various 
research projects including an Australian Research Council 
research grant for Fiji-based fieldwork on Assessing 
Development: Designing Better Indices for Poverty and 
Gender Equity and was also a lead researcher for the World 
Bank’s qualitative rapid assessment in Fiji informing the 
World Development Report 2012 on Gender Equality and 
Development.  However, heavy teaching and administrative 
duties meant that Priya had little time to finalise publications 
emanating from these research projects.  Securing a Pacific 
Research Fellowship provided Priya with time to further her 
research, which focuses on the capability approach and 
gender-sensitive measures of poverty, gender norms, and 
women’s economic agency and empowerment in Fiji and 
on Gender and Hinduism in Fiji, and to publishing outputs 
from that research.

Priya made an active and valuable contribution to SSGM 
during her time as Pacific Research Fellow, giving 
presentations in the SSGM seminar series and at the 
2014 State of the Pacific Conference, and making several 
contributions to SSGM’s publications series. Priya delivered 
several guest lectures, and served as an active member of 
the 2015 Pacific Research Colloquium Committee. She also 
provided valuable connections to stakeholders in the region 
that have served as a basis for establishing collaborative 
research projects. Further to this, Priya participated in 
SSGM’s observation of the 2014 Solomon Islands election 
as a mentor for the team observing the election in Maringe-
Kokota constituency in Isabel Province. 

It is this strong background of academic performance and 
service that Priya brings with her to the position of SSGM’s 
Gender Research Fellow. In this position, Priya hopes to 
build and strengthen both her policy-relevant and academic 
publication record, and to work on collaborative research 
projects with cluster team members as well as across 
clusters.  She will continue to profile gender and poverty 
measurement research findings from Fiji to inform policy 
and attract donor funds for similar studies in the region.  
SSGM would like to congratulate Priya on her new role.
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This course presents students with an in-depth understanding of the theory and practice of conflict management and 
resolution. Drawing on case studies from across Asia and the Pacific, in particular Bougainville, Papua (Indonesia) and 
Timor-Leste, the course considers topics such as: understanding contemporary conflicts, conflict prevention, conflict 
containment and peacekeeping, peacemaking, constitution making, peace-building, post-conflict reconstruction and 
reconciliation and justice. Students also learn about the roles of local, national, regional, international and transnational 
organisations in peace-building and consider key issues and debates such as the impact and responsibilities of the 
international and business communities in peace-making and peace-building, and gender and peace-building. This 
course is part of the new undergraduate program in peace, conflict and war.

Conflict Management & Resolution 
  Kylie McKenna and Susan Dixon

Course Convenors:

Utilising an eclectic range of theoretical approaches drawn from the disciplines of anthropology, criminology, political 
science and conflict studies, Conflict and Development in the Pacific and Law, Order and Conflict in the Pacific aim 
to equip students with tools to develop their analytical skills and their insight into social order and development in 
the region. Using case studies from PNG, Solomon Islands, Vanuatu and Timor-Leste, the course explores a range 
of critical contemporary issues including: competing and changing notions of social order; the role of, and relation 
between, state and non-state processes of social control; patterns of conflict and conflict stresses; internal and 
external responses to problems of law and order in the Asia Pacific, and the dynamics of peace processes and post-
conflict reconstruction throughout the region.

Conflict & Development in the Pacific 
  Sinclair Dinnen and Nicole Haley

Course Convenors:

T e A C h i N G
in addition to training and nurturing the current and future researchers from across the region, 
SSGM staff are committed to ensuring that Pacific Studies remains front and centre as a study 
option for the next generation of researchers in Australia. As part of SSGM’s mandate to raise 
the profile of the Pacific and Australian policy in the region, SSGM has made a strategic move 
into the teaching of undergraduate and graduate courses in Pacific Studies over the past few 
years. Currently, SSGM staff convene the following courses:

The Pacific has long been a stage on which the ambitions of other countries, whether Britain, France, Japan, the 
United States and now China, have been played out. The impacts of this legacy – colonialism, decolonisation and 
secessionism – continue to reverberate throughout the region and affect the way that politics unfolds. Academic 
interpretations of contemporary Pacific politics are as varied as its countries are diverse. Some commentators see 
perpetual crisis and forecast instability and unrest. They point to coups, electoral malpractice and corruption and 
seek remedies via state-building and other forms of institutional engineering. In contrast, others see persistence 
and resilience. They highlight the enviable record of democratic elections (around 200 since independence) and the 
vibrancy of local political activism. In either case, when you add chiefs and other forms of “traditional” politics, and 
a backdrop of transferred institutions and globalization, the Pacific provides endlessly interesting case studies for 
timeless questions about power and its practical uses.

This is the only course dedicated to Pacific politics in Australia. Throughout the course, students have access to 
some of the ANU’s leading experts on politics in the region and the most recent research, both from within SSGM 
and other parts of the College of Asia and the Pacific.

Pacific Politics 
  Stewart Firth

Course Convenor:
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This course examines the contemporary relationships between environment, development and conflict in the cultural 
area known as ‘Melanesia’, with a particular focus on the independent nations of PNG, Solomon Islands and Vanuatu. 
Using the disciplinary lenses of geography, anthropology and, to a lesser extent, political science, the course leads 
students to a much greater understanding of some of the pressing issues impacting on our near neighbours. Teaching 
and learning in this course are partly organized around three case studies in which groups of students take the lead 
in directing the inquiry. The broad topics of the case studies are land and development, conflict, and Australia’s 
engagements with Melanesia.

Environment, Conflict & Development in the  
Western Pacific
  Tim Sharp

Course Convenor:

This course aims to impart introductory knowledge on gender as related to the environment and development, 
with attention to mainstreaming gender in both environment/natural resource management and in participatory 
development fields. It deals with the contemporary issues and challenges of making sustainable development 
gender equitable.

This course introduces the key elements of the evolution, the current debates of, and analytical approaches to, 
gender and development (GAD). It provides an overview of the contemporary approaches to gender empowerment 
and gender mainstreaming. This is done through a balance of regional and case studies from different cultural 
contexts including South Asia, Southeast Asia, and the Pacific, as well as in key sectoral themes, such as climate 
change and gender, and forest and water resources management. A key question that is addressed through the 
course is why despite the sophistication of scholarly understanding of gender and inequality, is it still difficult to fully 
address gender issues in environment management and in development projects?

Gender, Nature & Development
  Susan Dixon and Jenny Munro

Course Convenors:

Navigating Pacific Studies is an online course providing an opportunity for students to understand how the Pacific 
and its peoples have been conceptualised and represented. The course is structured around three learning modules 
– past, present and future. The first explores the voyages that brought the original inhabitants to the region and 
examines the stories people told about these journeys. This module examines the impact that colonialism had on 
the Pacific and its peoples. The second explores the more recent voyages that Pacific people have taken to places 
like Australia, New Zealand and the United States and examines how people move within these new boundaries and 
how Pacific cultures and identities have evolved over time and place. The third draws together these two modules to 
examine how the past and the present can help us imagine and prepare for the future.

Navigating Pacific Studies (online)
  Roannie Ng Shiu and Rochelle Bailey

Course Convenors:
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SSGM’s PhD program is a vibrant community of researchers pursuing some of the most important 
long-term research questions relevant to Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the broader Pacific. The PhD 
program began in 2008 and as of mid-2015 it comprises a diverse group of 30 candidates including 
former senior policymakers, Pacific island researchers, Pacific development practitioners, senior ADF 
personnel, and graduate students that bring a range of experiences and expertise to their studies. 

The following SSGM PhD scholar profiles highlight the diverse academic and 
professional backgrounds of our scholars.

Public Expenditure Tracking in PNG: The Politics of 
Service Delivery
Colin Wiltshire is a research fellow in the politics of service delivery at SSGM. Colin’s PhD 
research focuses on the political economy of service delivery in PNG.  He has conducted 
extensive fieldwork in PNG and focuses on applied policy-relevant research. Colin has 
spent the majority of the last seven years living in PNG, including working in Provincial 
Administrations as part of the PNG–Australia Sub-National Strategy. He completed his 
Honours degree at the National Centre for Epidemiology and Population Health at the ANU 
in 2005 where he initially focused on China and Indonesia.  He then worked for AusAID 
where he was first posted to Timor-Leste and then PNG.

PNG decentralised service delivery powers and responsibilities to sub-national levels of 
government shortly after independence with the intention to make government more 
responsive to the demands of communities. However, decentralisation reforms, outlined 
through the establishment of organic laws in 1977 and 1995, have been poorly implemented 
and blamed for declines in service delivery. PNG has experienced a decade of strong 
economic growth from a boom in resource wealth. It has invested significant portions of its increased revenue into public 
expenditure reforms aimed at improving service delivery through decentralised governance arrangements. If PNG is to 
achieve its ambitious development goals, the need to effectively utilise increasing public expenditure is essential. It is a 
matter that requires a deep understanding of existing service delivery conditions, decentralised political and governance 
arrangements, and implementation processes. While more funds represent an opportunity to revitalise a poor service 
delivery system, the translation of increased expenditure into better services remains a significant challenge. 

Colin’s research responds to changes in political and financial arrangements for service delivery in PNG. It provides policy 
relevant and empirically grounded research on the state of health services and the politics of decentralisation reforms. 
He conducted extensive fieldwork across PNG, which involved completing one of the largest and most comprehensive 
independent health surveys in PNG, as well as case studies focused on tracking public health expenditure to frontline 
service providers.  His fieldwork sites included some of PNG’s most rural and remote locations. 

Colin’s research makes significant contributions to our understanding of health service delivery and the politics of 
decentralisation reforms in PNG.  It presents new findings on the status of PNG’s health clinics, how they receive funding, 
raise revenue and deliver services. These findings are used as a basis for analysing the major health expenditure reforms 
that will determine if health services improve, or whether they continue to stagnate and decline. The thesis identifies 
widespread inequalities in the delivery of primary health care in PNG and argues that local politics, rather than national 
policies, drive improvements in the effective utilisation and delivery of health services. His research also provides a 
contemporary understanding of the changing political economy of service delivery in PNG. PNG politicians, particularly the 
Open Electorate Members of Parliament (Open MPs), are channelling much more funding to their own electorates, and are 
progressing legislative reforms that give them greater control over allocation and delivery arrangements. These changing 
conditions will have significant implications for the health sector, which may struggle to support holistic, broad-based 
improvements into delivering improved health services.

S S G M  P H D  P R O G R A M
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Political Economy of Public Policy on Youth Employment
Pacific island countries face challenges in creating employment and economic opportunities 
for growing youth populations.  In Solomon Islands there are 7,000 to 10,000 new labour 
force entrants each year but only 400-500 new formal jobs available. A range of economic, 
political, social and cultural factors affect the transition from school to work for Pacific 
islands youth.  Pacific countries place a high value on investment in education and training, 
but these investments are uneven in leading to employment for the majority of youth, with 
many remaining locked out of formal employment. 

Stephen Close’s PhD research seeks to complement existing economic labour market 
analysis, research on labour mobility and Pacific youth consultations by building an  
understanding of the different public policy and institutional responses to youth’s entry into 
the labour force in different Pacific countries.  His research will look in depth at relevant 
institutions in four Pacific island states, examining their policies and programs including 
overseas tertiary scholarships, labour market information, employment services and 
preparation for labour mobility.  Knowledge of these institutions will include their linkages to their broader social, political 
and economic context, as well as the effect of international linkages with development partner roles and cross-border 
labour mobility. By achieving this broader understanding the research seeks to identify  institutional factors affecting young 
people’s entry to the labour force.

Stephen has been an external PhD candidate with SSGM since April 2014, and is also currently an Education Specialist in 
the World Bank’s Pacific Islands Country Office in Sydney.  Stephen has an academic background in international relations, 
languages, public policy and program evaluation, having completed his Masters degree in Public Policy at ANU in 2007.  
His professional background is in international development in AusAID from 2001 to 2008 and in the World Bank since 
2008. Stephen’s professional focus has been on education systems management and public expenditure, second-chance 
education and youth employment programs in PNG, Solomon Islands, Timor-Leste and other Pacific Island countries.  In 
2012 he prepared the World Bank report Skills for Solomon Islands: Opening New Opportunities and in 2014 co-authored 
the Solomon Islands Workforce Development Assessment.

Post-Conflict Political Settlements and the Quest for 
Stability: Timor-Leste and Bougainville Compared
Sue Ingram joined SSGM as a PhD student after a long career in public policy, peacebuilding 
and governance. Her research topic – post-conflict political settlements and the quest for 
stability: Timor-Leste and Bougainville compared – draws on that professional experience 
and the reflections it prompted on evidence-based policy and grounded international 
development practice. Her research aims to expand our understanding of how and why 
some countries and territories find a path to stability after the settlement of a prolonged 
conflict while others remain unstable or return to violence after the original conflict is brought 
to an end. It tests a hypothesis underpinning recent international development policies on 
post-conflict state-building that an inclusive political settlement is conducive to stability.

Sue selected her two case studies, Timor-Leste and Bougainville, because of the similarities 
in their interrupted transition from colony to statehood but their seemingly divergent patterns 
of post-conflict stability. Her research examines the interests at work and the institutions 
they shape over the period from peace agreement to new constitution in order to assess 
the character of the political settlement. It then identifies and analyses manifestations of 
serious instability over the years since the transition to the new political order and the way that the exercise of executive 
power – as a proxy for the political settlement – contributes to instability or the maintenance of, or return to, stability. 

Sue has a long-term interest in both research and Timor-Leste going back to the 1970s when, as a postgraduate student 
in anthropology, she undertook fieldwork in what was then Portuguese Timor. Her fieldwork came to an abrupt end in 
late 1975 with the political crisis in Timor and subsequent military occupation of the territory by Indonesia. Sue joined 
the Australian Public Service on the rebound, working in several departments and holding a number of senior executive 
service positions.

In 2000, Sue returned to join the UN Transitional Administration in Timor-Leste, working first as a district administrator and 
later as director of transition planning in the lead-up to independence. She moved into the post-independence UN mission 
as Chief of Staff. Later appointments included senior policy fellow with the George Institute of International Health, head 
of the machinery of government pillar of the Regional Assistance Mission in Solomon Islands and Principal Governance 
Advisor in AusAID. Sue then took up consulting, focusing on governance and state-building in fragile and conflict-affected 
states for AusAID, the World Bank, UNDP and OECD. In 2013 she switched to full-time PhD research.
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China’s Interests in Melanesia, and the Strategic 
Implications of These for Australia
Pete Connolly started his part-time PhD with SSGM in June 2014, while studying on 
a different course at the Centre for Defence and Strategic Studies (CDSS) at Weston 
Creek. Pete’s thesis is an investigation into China’s interests in Melanesia, and the 
strategic implications of these for Australia. He intends to research at least two case 
studies in PNG and Fiji, and may expand to a third. 

As part of his course at CDSS he travelled to China and PNG, and conducted scoping 
research through discussions with officials, military and academics. In PNG he visited 
examples of Chinese interests in the vicinity of Port Moresby and Lae, and had 
discussions with Commander PNG Defence Force and the Secretary for Defence.

In October 2014 Pete was sent to the People’s Liberation Army’s 17th International 
Symposium on Security in the Asia Pacific as the representative for Australia’s 
Department of Defence, along with 47 military representatives from other countries. Apart 
from presenting a paper to an international audience and engaging in debate with the 
PLA on international security issues, this gave him an opportunity to expand his research on Chinese perceptions of 
strategic interests in Oceania.

Pete was then invited to the National Center for Oceania Studies at Sun Yat Sen University in Guangzhou to present a 
paper and take part in discussions with Chinese academics who are studying Australia and the South Pacific. At the end 
of this visit Pete was invited to contribute a chapter to the ‘Blue Book on Oceania 2015-16.’ 

The chapter for the Blue Book has been submitted and translated into Mandarin under the title Engaging China’s New 
Foreign Policy. It argues that little focus has been given to the impact of competition between America and a rising China 
on the peripheral zones of Chinese foreign policy. In Melanesia a small influence from a Chinese perspective can have 
a significant impact on small Pacific Island Countries. Such unintended consequences of Chinese interests have the 
potential to develop accidental friction, which could be mitigated by cooperation.

Pete is the Director for International Engagement for the Australian Army. As part of this role he is involved in work with 
the Republic of Fiji Military Forces, the PNG Defence Force and the People’s Liberation Army. He has served as an 
Infantry Officer in Somalia, Timor-Leste and Afghanistan.

Chinese Trilateral Foreign Aid Cooperation with 
Traditional Donors in Asia-Pacific
Denghua Zhang started his PhD research at SSGM in January 2014. His research 
focuses on Chinese trilateral foreign aid cooperation with traditional donors in the Asia-
Pacific. It aims to explore the main factors driving Chinese trilateral aid cooperation and the 
perceptions of this new partnership from China, traditional donors and recipient countries. 

Denghua’s interest in foreign aid cooperation traces back to his previous decade long 
career as a civil servant in China, including working in the Pacific region for five years. Most 
island countries in the Pacific lack natural resources and their rich maritime resources are 
yet to be tapped. Though receiving substantial amounts of foreign assistance for decades, 
economic and social development in these countries remains an arduous task. Aid 
effectiveness remains a challenge. More and more donors, traditional and emerging, have 
come to the region, scaling up financial resources for the islands countries. At the same 
time, aid duplication and some other new problems have arisen. Denghua is interested in 
exploring solutions to these problems. 

Equally important, he is interested in Chinese trilateral aid cooperation as a new phenomenon. China, as an emerging 
donor, has attracted growing attention and interest globally and regionally including in the Pacific. Chinese foreign aid, 
both in terms of norms and practice, has distinctive features compared with traditional donors. For instance, China boasts 
that its aid has no political strings attached, and focuses on equality and mutual benefits. It shows more interest in aiding 
“hardware” projects, infrastructure in particular. 

However, more recently China is conducting an increasing number of trilateral aid cooperation projects with traditional 
donors and multilateral institutions, covering diverse areas such as agriculture, environmental protection and technical 
training. In the Pacific, China and Australia are conducting a trilateral cooperation project in PNG on malaria control and 
research. China is also piloting a trilateral aid project with New Zealand on water improvement in Rarotonga, Cook Islands. 

Denghua is currently studying four trilateral aid cooperation projects as follows: China-Australia-PNG project on malaria; 
China-U.S.-Timor-Leste project on agriculture; China-UNDP-Cambodia project on cassava; China-New Zealand-Cook 
Islands project on water improvement.
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Exploration of the Dialectic Relationships between Space 
and Value Systems that influence the political economy of 
urban informal settlement livelihoods in Port Moresby
Michelle Rooney continued her doctoral research on an Exploration of the dialectic 
relationships between space and value systems that influence the political economy of 
urban informal settlement livelihoods in Port Moresby.  This project examines, through the 
lens of urban housing, land, services and livelihoods, settlements as sites where migrants 
living in Moresby redress the imbalances they encounter in the urban centre. Here, different 
value regimes – neo liberalised market and local relational – of space and exchange come 
into dialectic relations with each other. In a setting of high population growth, high costs 
of housing, low incomes and inequality, many residents are moving into informal housing 
arrangements in the city’s settlements. Rather than seen only as marginal spaces of 
poverty and crime, settlements today offer increasing numbers of Moresby residents an 
alternative path for urban life. For many people the settlement is a place of ‘transit’ – a 
middle ground between the city and the village. 

Michelle blends formal fieldwork data and long-term experience to examine what social 
practices reveal about the interplay between value, space and kinship. She has presented her key findings to date in a 
series of In Briefs and through her participation in international conferences and roundtables.

Prior to migrating to Australia, Michelle was a long-term resident of Port Moresby, which is her city of birth. She lived, as 
an increasing number of PNGns do, between the city and the provinces she identifies with through her kin. She worked 
at senior levels in the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) country office reaching the level of Assistant Resident 
Representative in 2007. She also worked briefly in the UNDP Regional Bureau for Asia and the Pacific in New York in 2005 
and 2006. In 2009 she joined the World Bank as an Operations Officer where her interest in issues related to livelihoods 
and social protection grew and led her to pursue her PhD when she migrated. She was motivated by conundrums 
she faced in reconciling her Masters research, which used econometric methods to model migrant remittances in rural 
Bangladesh; the emerging social protection agenda in PNG which included instruments such as conditional cash transfers; 
and her experiences in PNG in which social relationships and gift exchange are a part of daily life. Starting by asking more 
theoretical questions about how social protection discourse intersects with social practice in contemporary PNG, her 
research has evolved towards an ethnography of life in Moresby that explores social practices that are often posed by 
policy makers interested in social protection.
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Stephen Blair, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Civil-military relations in PNG; 
Australia’s relationship with the Pacific, particularly with 
PNG.
Country Experience: PNG.
Disciplinary Background: international relations.
Email: stephen.blair@anu.edu.au

George Joseph Carter, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Pacific international relations; 
diplomacy, regionalism; sub-regionalism politics; 
leadership; climate change politics; development aid; geo-
politics.
Country Experience: Pacific regionalism; sub-
regionalism (Melanesia and Polynesia); Samoa; American 
Samoa; Tonga; Solomon Islands; PNG; New Zealand; 
China; United States of America.
Disciplinary Background: international relations; political 
science; diplomatic studies; Pacific studies.
Email: george.carter@anu.edu.au

Stephen Close, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: aid and development; the school-
to-work transition; the interaction of education and training 
supply and labour markets in Pacific island countries; 
education sector expenditure; systems development and 
support for service delivery; non-formal and second-
chance education and employment programs. 
Country Experience: Niue; Timor-Leste; Solomon 
Islands. 
Disciplinary Background: international relations; public 
policy.
Email: stephen.close@anu.edu.au

Pete Connolly, PhD Candidate
Research Interests:  Chinese strategic interests in 
Melanesia; Chinese strategy; Chinese non-combatant 
evacuation operations; military to military engagement with 
PLA; trilateral aid cooperation programs involving China; 
diplomatic engagement with China; Chinese access and 
influence in PNG, Fiji and Timor Leste.
Country Experience: China; PNG; Fiji; Timor-Leste.
Disciplinary Background: international relations; 
strategic studies.
Email: peteconnolly@rocketmail.com

Claire Cronin, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: legal anthropology; transitional 
justice; the representation of suffering and atrocity; 
anthropology of human rights; restorative justice; narrative 
research and construction of historical narrative; truth 
commissions; colonialism in the Pacific and Solomon 
Islands in particular; gender; political economy.
Country Experience: Solomon Islands; Kiribati; Fiji; 
Vanuatu; India; Bosnia-Herzegovina.
Disciplinary Background: human rights; genocide 
studies; transitional justice; English and American 
literature; theology.
Email: claire.cronin@anu.edu.au

Meabh Cryan, PhD Candidate  
Research Interests: Politics, politics of land, land and 
property rights.
Country Experience: Timor-Leste.
Disciplinary Background: anthropology, development 
studies.
Email: Meabh.Cryan@anu.edu.au 

Daniel Evans, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Solomon Islands; urbanisation; 
contemporary urban youth culture; youth policy and 
programming; urban conflict.
Disciplinary Background: law; legal sociology; 
international development.
Country Experience: Vanuatu; PNG (New Guinea 
Islands); Solomon Islands.
Email: daniel.evans@anu.edu.au

George Gavet, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: youth development (especially 
Pacific); Pacific education; sports and education.
Country Experience: Samoa, New Zealand.
Disciplinary Background: youth development and 
Pacific education (NZ context).
Email: George.Gavet@anu.edu.au 

Shaun Gessler, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Melanesian ethnography; political 
economy of extractive industries; kinship and land tenure 
systems in Melanesia; land politics; corporate social 
responsibility; the anthropology of development; disability-
inclusive development; war tourism in PNG.
Country Experience: PNG.
Disciplinary Background: anthropology.
Email: shaun.gessler@anu.edu.au

Cara Heaven, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: development; aid policy; state 
building. 
Disciplinary Background: international relations.
Email: cara.heaven@anu.edu.au

Sue Ingram, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: post-conflict statebuilding; 
constitutional design; parliaments; international/regional 
interventions in Timor-Leste, Solomon Islands and 
Bougainville. 
Country Experience: Timor-Leste; Solomon Islands; 
PNG (Bougainville); Indonesia; Sierra Leone; Liberia.
Disciplinary Background: anthropology; political science.
Email: sue.ingram@anu.edu.au

Ellen Kulumbu, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: governance and service 
delivery; law and order and development; conflict 
and development; capacity building and institutional 
strengthening; core issues in development (including 
gender, food security, population); monitoring and 
evaluation of development programs.
Country Experience: PNG.
Disciplinary Background: political economy; public 
policy and administration.
Email: ellen.kulumbu@anu.edu.au

F U L L  L I S T I N G  O F  S S G M ’ S  P H D  & 
M P H I L  S C H O L A R S
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Stephanie Lusby, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: gender (focusing on changing 
articulations of masculinities); public health communication; 
primary prevention of gendered violence; livelihoods; 
labour and urbanisation; land use; citizenship and social 
contracts; sexual health; and reproductive rights. 
Country Experience: PNG and Solomon Islands.
Disciplinary Background: applied anthropology.
Email: stephanie.lusby@anu.edu.au

Armindo Maia, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Timor-Leste local history; history 
of the resistance and independence; Timorese Culture. 
Country Experience: Timor-Leste.
Disciplinary Background: history.
Email: armindo.maia@anu.edu.au

Daniel McAvoy, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: state building; policing and security 
sector reform in Solomon Islands; Pacific colonial 
and post-colonial history and politics; international 
interventions in fragile states and humanitarian 
emergencies; humanitarian research, including assessing 
the impact and effectiveness of humanitarian intervention. 
Country Experience: Solomon Islands; India; Indonesia; 
Uganda; Macedonia and Kosovo; Iraq.  
Disciplinary Background: geography; anthropology.
Email: daniel.mcavoy@anu.edu.au

Theresa Meki, MPhil Candidate 
Research Interests: PNG politics; women’s participation 
in Melanesia’s electoral politics.  
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: political science.
Email: theresa.meki@anu.edu.au

Philip Mitna, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: politics; international relations; 
foreign policy; national security. 
Country Experience: military relations in PNG; public 
administration; national security; foreign policymaking. 
Disciplinary Background: public administration. 
Email: philip.mitna@anu.edu.au 

David Oakeshott, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: nation-building/making; peace 
building; transitional justice; restorative justice; education; 
indigenous education; post-conflict history curricula 
reform; anthropology; comparative politics.  
Country Experience: Solomon Islands.  
Disciplinary Background: Asia-Pacific studies.
Email: david.oakeshott@anu.edu.au

Lincy Pendeverana, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Relationships between social, 
political, economic and environmental change in 
Melanesia; resource management and conflict; 
urbanisation; agrarian change and rural development; 
state-society relations; rural livelihoods. 
Country Experience: Solomon Islands. 
Disciplinary Background: geography; political science; 
history; development studies; anthropology.
Email: Lincy.Pende@anu.edu.au

Scott Robertson, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: citizenship; identity politics in former 
colonies; decolonisation; non-self-governing territories; 
French nationalism; New Caledonia.  
Country Experience: New Caledonia.  
Disciplinary Background: politics.
Email: scott.robertson@anu.edu.au

Michelle Nayahamui Rooney, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: space, kinship and value in 
urban Melanesia; urban poverty and political economy 
of livelihoods in urban informal settlements; migration; 
gender, children and violence; kinship and exchange 
relations; land; international development.  
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: economics.
Email: michelle.rooney@anu.edu.au

Almah Tararia, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: women’s leadership; elections and 
electoral politics; gender and governance. 
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: environmental law, land and 
women’s human rights.
Email: almah.tararia@anu.edu.au

Asha Titus, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Digital sociology and new media 
studies; ICTs for development; political economy; 
economic sociology; science and technology studies; 
research methods.
Country Experience: PNG; Australia. 
Disciplinary Background:  sociology.
Email: Asha.Titus@anu.edu.au

Anita Togolo, PhD Candidate
Research Interests: Bougainville; artisanal mining; 
gender; matrilineal descent; community development. 
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: anthropology.
Email: anita.togolog@anu.edu.au

Kathleen Whimp, PhD Candidate
Country Experience: PNG, Vanuatu, East Timor, Kenya. 
Disciplinary Background: law. 
Email: kathleen.whimp@anu.edu.au

Denghua Zhang, PhD Candidate 
Research Interests: foreign aid; trilateral aid cooperation; 
Chinese trilateral aid cooperation in Asia-Pacific.  
Country Experience: Timor-Leste, PNG, Cambodia, 
Tonga.  
Disciplinary Background: political science, international 
relations.
Email: denghua.zhang@anu.edu.au
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SSGM maintains and continues to develop 
collaborative links with institutions from across 
the region and internationally. These links are 
important as they assist SSGM to achieve its core 
objectives of conducting credible research in the 
region; disseminating its research effectively; and 
supporting research skills development to support 
the next generation of Pacific researchers. 

International Women’s Development 
Agency
SSGM continued to collaborate with IWDA throughout 
2014/15, developing existing collaborative projects and 
commencing new collaborations. 

Do No Harm Research: Understanding the 
Relationship between Women’s Economic 
Empowerment and Violence Against Women in 
Melanesia project

Richard Eves continued research under the Do No 
Harm: Understanding the Relationship between Women’s 
Economic Empowerment and Violence Against Women in 
Melanesia project, a collaboration with IWDA. Richard and 
SSGM PhD Scholar Stephanie Lusby commenced the 
Solomon Islands data collection component of the project 
in July 2014, with Solomon Islander researchers Thompson 
Araia, Mary-Fay Maeni and Rose Martin. Richard will 
continue to lead SSGM’s collaboration with IWDA on the 
Do No Harm project over the next year, with fieldwork in 
multiple sites in PNG. This collaborative research project 
has also led to new collaborative research projects for 
SSGM, for example SSGM’s support for a research project 
regarding the CARE Coffee Industry Support Project, 
discussed below.

Gender-sensitive measurement of poverty in Fiji

Priya Chattier undertook research in collaboration with 
IWDA utilising a gender-sensitive approach to assessing 
the poverty of individuals in Fiji. The Individual Deprivation 
Measure, an approach that accounts for the gendered 
ways in which individuals experience poverty, was 
developed through an international research collaboration 
involving IWDA. IWDA and SSGM continue to progress this 
research project throughout the next year, with fieldwork in 
Fiji scheduled for early August.

Bougainville Women’s Federation

Richard Eves worked with members of the Bougainville 
Women’s Federation to continue a research project 
examining young women’s leadership in Bougainville. He 
worked with the BWF to analyse the research data, following 
an earlier training workshop on research methodologies and 
support to develop the research project, and co-authored 
the research report with the BWF’s Isobel Koredong. 

University of PNG (UPNG)

Partnership with the University of PNG’s 
Department of Humanities and Social Sciences

In 2014/15 SSGM has developed a partnership with 
the UPNG through support to the University’s School of 
Humanities and Social Sciences teaching program.  Alan 
Robson, who is serving in a full-time position, funded by 
SSGM, at UPNG is supporting the development of the 
curriculum for the Department’s political science teaching 
program and the teaching of that program, as well as 
providing academic leadership to junior scholars in the 
Department. 

P A R T N E R S H I P S  &  L I N K A G E S
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CARE PNG

Coffee Industry Support Project

In 2014/15 Richard Eves and Asha Titus, as a part of 
the Do No Harm collaborative research project with IWDA, 
worked with members of CARE’s Coffee Industry Support 
Project to design a research project to examine household 
relationships and women’s economic empowerment in the 
coffee industry. In April 2015 they trained a cohort of CARE 
International staff in research methods and assisted them 
to develop specific research instruments to study women’s 
economic empowerment and violence among these coffee 
small-holders. In July-August 2015 they will spend five 
weeks in the Eastern Highlands Province (PNG) where 
they will work with CARE to research women’s economic 
empowerment among smallholder coffee producers. The 
team will complete surveys, qualitative interviews with 
selected female and male coffee farmers, and key informant 
interviews with members of the community, such as village 
leaders, village court officials and women’s group leaders. 

Obura Wonenara District Joint Assessment

Richard Eves, Colin Wiltshire and Almah Tararia 
commenced a joint district assessment and political context 
analysis of the remote Obura Wonenara District in the 
Eastern Highlands Province with CARE International. The 
research is intended to inform the next phase of CARE’s 
Integrated Community Development Program and to inform 
the program’s engagement with PNG’s recently introduced 
District Development Authorities (DDA).  The assessment 
considered the legally mandated roles and responsibilities 
of the DDA’s and how they operate in practice, based upon 
discussions with district administration officers, Local Level 
Government (LLG) officers and Presidents, selected LLG 
members and CARE staff and partners. The assessment 
also explored how the political context of the district 
impacts development outcomes. In 2015/16 SSGM and 
CARE will continue discussions regarding the possibility of 
conducting similar assessments in other districts. 

Source: Richard Eves - photo taken during fieldwork in Obura Wonenara, PNG
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Effective outreach remains a key priority for 
SSGM. In 2014/15 our staff, students and visitors 
have continued to contribute to public discourse 
and debate through publications, print, radio, 
television and blog commentary, public lectures, 
presentations and seminars.  In 2015/16 we aim 
to increase the impact of our research further, 
including through ongoing and new outreach 
activities. 

You can connect with us in the following ways: 

 > Email: ssgm@anu.edu.au

 > Web: ssgm.bellschool.anu.edu.au

 > Twitter: @ANUSSGM

 > Facebook: 
 StateSocietyandGovernanceinMelanesiaProgram

Pasifika Australia 2014/15
Pasifika Australia is an access and equity outreach 
program of the ANU supported by the Student Equity 
Office and SSGM, College of Asia and the Pacific, ANU. 
The aims of Pasifika Australia are to:

 > Encourage students from Pacific islands backgrounds in 
the ACT and NSW to aspire to higher education through 
Pacific-themed lectures and cultural workshops;

 > raise awareness about Pacific cultures and issues locally 
and nationally; 

 > enhance educational outcomes for Pasifika communities; 
and 

 > pursue research questions related to the educational 
status of Pasifika communities in Australia. 

Pasifika Australia delivers a number of outreach and in-
reach activities to help increase the aspirations of young 
Pasifika people into higher education and for those who 
are enrolled at the ANU, provide pastoral care assistance 
to ensure that students of Pacific heritage successfully 
complete their studies. Pasifika Australia is located at Farea 
Pasifika, a dedicated study and lounge space for students 
of Pacific heritage and students who are interested in 
Pacific Studies. The presence of Pasifika Australia has 
increased within ANU, the Canberra community and in 
Australia more generally. This is shown by the number of 
requests of Pasifika Australia to participate in various ANU, 
community and interstate events. In 2014 for example 
Pasifika Australia participated in the ANU Orientation Week, 
ACT Youth Limelight festival, ACT Multicultural Festival and 
the Pacific Career Expo in Melbourne. 

The following paragraphs highlight some examples of 
Pasifika Australia’s activities in 2014/15. 

ANU Nesia Festival (Previously Pacific Day)
Pacific Day is an annual on campus event for the wider 
ANU community to celebrate and promote awareness of 
the diversity of Pacific cultures. The event is organised by 
the Pasifika Student Society and supported by Pasifika 
Australia. The event showcases different Pacific cultures by 
ANU Pacific student groups and ACT Pacific community 
groups through dance, song and language. In 2014 the 
festival was held on October 23 and included an overnight 
camp with Pacific students from the University of Canberra. 
The purpose of this camp was to network and to discuss 
ways in which the two universities can work together to 
deliver language and culture classes. To date three cultural 
classes on Fiji, Tonga and Samoa have been completed.

Student Groups
Pasifika Australia supports the three major Pacific-based 
student groups at the ANU. These are the Pasifika Australia 
Student Society (PASS), Micronesia and Australia Friends 
Association (MAFA) and the Canberra PNG Student Society. 
In 2014 Pasifika Australia provided financial assistance for 
MAFA’s Micronesia in Focus Symposium and for the PASS’s 
climate change symposium with Pacific350.org.

Learning Pasifika
Given the growing demand for more Pacific Studies 
content for high schools in Canberra, Pasifika Australia runs 
Pacific Studies lectures and tutorials four times a year for 
high school students. Students are able to get credit for 
attendance from their schools if approved. 

This project is supported by the ACT government and this 
year involved a partnership with Hawker College, Belconnen 
High School, Kingsford Smith School and Pasifika Australia.

O U T R E A C H
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Nicole Haley

Convenor and Associate Professor

Research Interests: Melanesian ethnography; 
political economy; land politics; elections and 
electoral politics in PNG; social identity; conflict and 
armed violence; gender; and HIV/AIDS.  
Country Experience: PNG; Solomon Islands. 
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology.  
Email: nicole.haley@anu.edu.au

Research Interests: Government and politics of 
the Pacific; governance; development; peace and 
conflict; regional and international relations. 
Country Experience: the Pacific Islands; Fiji; PNG; 
Solomon Islands; Timor-Leste and Vanuatu.  
Disciplinary Background: International Relations 
Email: james.batley@anu.edu.au

James Batley

Distinguished Policy Fellow, Deputy 
Convenor and head of the SSGM Policy hub

P E O P L E
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Stewart Firth

Fellow

Research Interests: Politics of Fiji; Australian policy 
towards the Pacific Islands; international relations of 
the Pacific Islands; state building and intervention.  
Country Experience: Fiji; PNG; Cook Islands. 
Disciplinary Background: Pacific history; political 
science. 
Email: stewart.firth@anu.edu.au

Kerryn Baker

research Fellow

Research Interests: Political representation; gender, 
elections and electoral politics; electoral quotas.  
Country Experience: PNG (Bougainville); Samoa.  
Disciplinary Background: Political Science 
Email: kerryn.baker@anu.edu.au

Research Interests: Post-conflict state-building; 
service delivery in fragile contexts; elections and 
development; development relationships in the 
Pacific.  
Country Experience: Solomon Islands; Timor-
Leste.  
Disciplinary Background: Political Economy. 
Email: julien.barbara@anu.edu.au

Julien Barbara

Senior Policy Fellow and head of the Politics, 
elections, leadership and Governance 
research Cluster

Thiago Oppermann

research Fellow

Research Interests: Melanesian anthropology; 
Bougainville; political anthropology; ethnography of 
the state; Melanesian social movements; Austronesian 
social organization; kinship and land tenure systems 
in Melanesia; anthropology of development; political 
economy.   
Country Experience: PNG (Bougainville). 
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology. 
Email: thiago.oppermann@anu.edu.au

P O L I T I C S ,  E L E C T I O N S ,  L E A D E R S H I P
&  G O V E R N A N C E  R E S E A R C H  C L U S T E R
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Graeme Smith

Fellow

Research Interests: State-society interactions; rural 
politics in China; bureaucratic contestation; resource 
projects in PNG; mining in PNG; and agribusiness.  
Country Experience: China; PNG; Samoa; New 
Caledonia; Tonga.  
Disciplinary Background: Politics; rural sociology; 
development studies; China studies; international 
business; environmental chemistry. 
Email: graeme.smith@anu.edu.au

Colin Wiltshire

research Fellow

Research Interests:  Political economy of 
service delivery; public financial management 
and expenditure tracking; governance and 
decentralisation policy; health systems analysis.  
Country Experience: PNG; Timor-Leste; China.  
Disciplinary Background: Public policy; economic 
geography 
Email: colin.wiltshire@anu.edu.au

Kerry Zubrinich

research Fellow

Research Interests: Social organisations found 
in the Pacific and their internal and external 
ramifications for the indigenous populations; 
cosmologies as evident in everyday life and ritual; 
gender relations in the Pacific region (Australia 
included); policing of indigenous Australians.  
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology. 
Email: kerry.zubrinich@anu.edu.au



70 State, Society & Governanve in Melanesia

Melissa Demian

Fellow

Research Interests: Local courts and informal 
conflict resolution mechanisms; the constitutional 
status of customary law; legal pluralism; strategic 
claims to custom/culture/tradition such as “culture 
loss” and the “cultural defense”; property theory; 
cooperatives and mutualism.  
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology. 
Email: melissa.demian@anu.edu.au

Matthew Allen

Fellow

Research Interests: Political ecology and political 
economy of extractive resource industries and 
resource conflict in the Western Pacific; agrarian 
change and rural development; local-level 
governance; peace and conflict; and state-society 
relations and critical perspectives on state formation. 
Country Experience: Solomon Islands; PNG. 
Disciplinary Background: Human geography. 
Email: matthew.allen@anu.edu.au

Sinclair Dinnen

Associate Professor

Research Interests: Post-colonial state formation; 
plural policing; regulatory pluralism; law & justice 
reform; political ordering; development discourse 
and practice; crime; conflict; peacebuilding; 
nationbuilding.  
Country Experience: PNG; Solomon Islands.  
Disciplinary Background: Law. 
Email: sinclair.dinnen@anu.edu.au

R E S O U R C E S  C O N F L I C T  &  J U S T I C E 
R E S E A R C H  C L U S T E R

Research Interests: Law (criminal justice and 
intellectual property); non-state justice systems; 
legal pluralism; law and development; Pacific island 
countries’ legal orders.  
Country Experience: Vanuatu; PNG; Fiji; Samoa. 
Disciplinary Background: Law. 
Email: miranda.forsyth@anu.edu.au

Miranda Forsyth

Fellow and head of the resources, Conflict 
and Justice research cluster



Annual Report 2014/2015 71

Susan Dixon

research Fellow

Research Interests: Australia’s relations with 
Pacific Island countries,especially the Australian-
led intervention in Solomon Islands; conflict and 
peace processes; indigenous knowledge; critical 
geopolitics. 
Country Experience: Solomon Islands.  
Disciplinary Background: Geography. 
Email: susan.dixon@anu.edu.au

Kylie McKenna

research Fellow

Research Interests: Corporate social responsibility; 
resource conflict; business and peace, conflict and 
peace building; extractive industries; post-conflict 
reconstruction.  
Country Experience: PNG (Bougainville); Papua. 
Disciplinary Background: Sociology. 
Email: kylie.mckenna@anu.edu.au

Meg Keen

Associate Professor and Senior Policy Fellow

Research Interests:  Development and international 
relations of the Pacific islands; natural resource 
management; urbanisation; state building and 
economic development; regionalism. 
Country Experience: PNG, Solomon Islands, Fiji. 
Disciplinary Background: Human Geography; 
Economics 
Email: meg.keen@anu.edu.au
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Timothy Sharp

research Fellow

Research Interests: Human geography; rural 
development; livelihoods; informal economy; 
marketplaces; betel nut; environmental planning; 
social impact assessment and resource development 
with a focus on Melanesia and the Pacific.  
Country Experience: PNG; Kiribati.  
Disciplinary Background:Human geography. 
Email: timothy.sharp@anu.edu.au

Anthony Regan

Fellow

Research Interests: Conflict reconciliation and 
peace processes in Melanesia; Law and politics in 
developing countries (especially PNG and Uganda); 
decentralisation policy in developing countries.  
Country Experience: PNG (Bougainville); Fiji. 
Disciplinary Background: Law. 
Email: anthony.regan@anu.edu.au
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Rochelle Bailey

research Fellow

Research Interests: Labour mobility; development; 
migration; Melanesian anthropology and politics; 
economic anthropology; circulation of economic and 
social remittances; social change; Pacific governance 
and politics.  
Country Experience: Vanuatu.  
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology; Political 
Science. 
Email: rochelle.bailey@anu.edu.au

Rochelle Ball

Fellow

Research Interests: Labour mobility and 
development impacts; Australia’s relationship with 
the Pacific; regionalism; globalisation of labour and 
citizenship; gender, population and development 
studies; food security and international trade.  
Country Experience: Philippines; Hong Kong.  
Disciplinary Background: Human Geography. 
Email: rochelle.ball@anu.edu.au

Priya Chattier

Pacific island research Fellow

Research Interests: Women’s economic 
empowerment in Fiji; measuring poverty and gender 
disparity with a focus on Sen’s capability approach; 
gender; Hindu womanhood and diaspora; gender 
relations in the Pacific especially masculinity in crisis.  
Country Experience: Fiji.  
Disciplinary Background: Sociology. 
Email: priya.chattier@anu.edu.au

Research Interests: Melanesian ethnography 
(especially religion and social/cultural change); 
medical anthropology (especially international public 
health and HIV/AIDS); gender (especially masculinity); 
and gender-based violence; sorcery & witchcraft; 
women’s economic empowerment. 
Country Experience:PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology. 
Email: richard.eves@anu.edu.au

Richard Eves
Associate Professor and the head of Gender, 
health, Social Development and Migration 
research Cluster

G E N D E R ,  H E A L T H ,  S O C I A L  D E V E L O P M E N T 
&  M I G R A T I O N  R E S E A R C H  C L U S T E R



74 State, Society & Governanve in Melanesia

Jenny Munro

research Fellow

Research Interests: Cultural and medical 
anthropology; HIV/AIDS (indigenous and cultural 
approaches to prevention and treatment; preventing 
mother-to-child transmission); education, youth and 
development; alcohol and violence; indigenous-state 
relations.  
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology. 
Email: jenny.munro@anu.edu.au

Sarah Logan

research Fellow

Research Interests: Political and social impact of 
ICT in Melanesia and developing democracies more 
generally; the impact of the Internet on international 
politics; conflict and peace building; corruption and 
transparency; political economy.  
Country Experience: PNG.  
Disciplinary Background: International relations; 
peace and conflict studies; linguistics. 
Email: sarah.logan@anu.edu.au

Roannie Ng Shiu
Pacific Studies outreach and research 
Fellow

Research Interests: Health, cultural and social 
geographies with a particular interest in Pacific 
migration and transnationalism; health and 
educational inequalities; inequities that Pacific 
communities experience in Australia and New 
Zealand.  
Country Experience: Samoa; New Zealand.  
Disciplinary Background: Geography. 
Email: roannie.ng@anu.edu.au

John Cox
research Fellow

Research Interests: Anthropology of finance; 
anthropology of Christianity; urbanisation and the 
middle class of Melanesia (PNG and Solomon 
Islands); local representations of the development 
project; discourses of nation and citizenship; local 
understandings of and responses to climate change 
in Kiribati.  
Country Experience: PNG; Solomon Islands; 
Kiribati.  
Disciplinary Background: Anthropology. 
Email: john.cox@anu.edu.au
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Peta Jones

Senior Program Administrator

Responsible for: Overall program administration; 
budget/financial management; program and activity 
logistics; university engagement 
Email: peta.jones@anu.edu.au

Hannah McMahon
Program Manager  
research Communication & Training

Responsible for: Research communication; 
outreach and external engagement, including with 
DFAT and regional institutions; development of policy 
training activities 
Email: hannah.mcmahon@anu.edu.au

Joanne Ridolfi

Senior Program officer

Responsible for: Formal reporting; internal 
communications; monitoring and evaluation 
Email: joanne.ridolfi@anu.edu.au

P R O F E S S I O N A L  S T A F F
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Rodney Ng Shiu

Digital Web & Technologies Assistant

Responsible for: Maintenance of SSGM website; 
marketing and communications through digital 
technology and social media; web publishing & digital 
publishing. 
Email: rodney.ngshiu@anu.edu.au

Louana Gaffey

Administration Assistant

Responsible for: Program administration; activity 
administration; logistics support; event co-ordination 
Email: louana.gaffey@anu.edu.au 



Annual Report 2014/2015 77

In addition to our staff and students, SSGM has 13 Visiting Fellows and Adjunct or Emeritus 
scholars attached to the program.  Collectively they make a substantial contribution to the program, 
particularly through guest lectures and involvement in other SSGM activities.

Dr Bryant Allen     Email: bryant.allen@anu.edu.au

Associate Professor Jack Corbett  Email: jack.corbett@anu.edu.au

Dr Peter Elder     Email: peter.elder@anu.edu.au

Emeritus Professor James Fox   Email: james.fox@anu.edu.au

Professor Jon Fraenkel    Email: jon.fraenkel@vuw.ac.nz

Dr David Hegarty    Email: david.hegarty@anu.edu.au

Professor Stephanie Lawson   Email: stephanie.lawson@anu.edu.au

Dr Scott MacWilliam    Email: scott.macwilliam@anu.edu.au

Emeritus Fellow Ron J May   Email: ron.may@anu.edu.au

Associate Professor Katja Mikhailovich  Email: katja.mikhailovich@anu.edu.au

Dr Andrew Murray    Email: apmurray@cis.catholic.edu.au

Adjunct Professor Doug Porter   Email: doug.porter@anu.edu.au

Dr Amanda Watson    Email: ahawatson@hotmail.com

S S G M  V I S I T I N G  F E L L O W  &  
A D J U N C T / E M E R I T U S  A P P O I N T M E N T S
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S S G M  F U N D I N G

SSGM acknowledges the support of the Australian Government through DFAT and the ANU.  DFAT 
funding  provides core support for SSGM, CDI and the Women’s Leadership and Decision Making 
Project.

INCOME  $11,219,494.52 

Core Income Carry Forwards  $733,871.00 

CDI Carry Forwards  $1,441,897.06 

Core Income

  National Institute Funding ("Block Grant")  $451,611.00 

  Performance Income  $715,396.00 

  Teaching Revenue  $183,966.01 

  Internal transfers  $1,867,639.00 

SSGM Core Funding (DFAT)  $5,500,000.00 

  Interest  $13,490.84 

Womens Leadership and Decision Making Project (DFAT)  $311,623.61 

EXPENSES  $9,761,183.16 

SSGM Salaries  $4,026,942.49 

Program Operating Expenses  $287,975.19 

Research Activities  $1,030,779.26 

Pacific Research Colloquium  $131,005.52 

Other Outreach Activities  $1,160,758.57 

Administrative costs associated with activities  $687,500.00 

School and College Overheads  $1,135,756.00 

Centre for Democratic Institutions Salaries  $203,957.96 

Centre for Democratic Institutions Activities  $825,021.27 

Women’s Leadership and Decision Making Project Activities  $271,486.90 

ACTIVITY CARRY FORWARDS 2015/2016  $1,458,311.36 

  CDI Activities  $392,174.22 

  Womens Leadership and Decision Making Project  $40,136.71 

  SSGM Committed Activities  $1,026,000.43 
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