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‘It is no exaggeration to 
describe SSGM itself as 
a regional public good.’ 
James Batley PSM  
former Deputy Director-General, AusAID 

‘SSGM is a growing source of academic and analytical 
insight on issues facing Timor-Leste. The Inaugural 
Timor-Leste Update, hosted by SSGM in November 
2013, was an important event that brought scholarly 
and policy attention to key issues facing Timor-Leste 
moving forward. For this, we applaud SSGM … we 
also look forward to it continuing to provide ongoing 
research on Timor-Leste in future.’   
His Excellency Abel Guterres  
Timor-Leste Ambassador to Australia

‘SSGM has, in a direct sense, through 
the preparation, delivery and facilitation 
of a Pacific transnational crime work-
shop held on 12 May 2014, made a 
concrete public policy contribution by 
providing the spark that has helped the 
Government to explore more effective 
regional anti-crime strategies.’ 
Senator Brett Mason 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister  
for Foreign Affairs  

‘We … look forward to collaborating with SSGM … 
in our efforts to create greater visibility of the role 
of MSG in the region and to contribute to a better 
understanding of Melanesia and the wider Pacific.’ 

Peter Forau 
Director-General, Melanesian Spearhead  
Group Secretariat

E N D O R S E M E N T S

‘The State, Society and Governance in Melanesia 
Program at ANU has become a dynamic hub for 
the creation and dissemination of knowledge 
about an area of the world of critical importance 
to Australia … SSGM scholars, including senior 
academics, postdoctoral fellows, and PhD 
students, are producing excellent in-depth 
studies of policy-relevant issues. Along with 
other scholars and programs within the ANU’s 
College of Asia and the Pacific, it is arguably the 
world’s most important centre for the academic 
study of Melanesia, one that makes a real effort 
to engage with Melanesian scholars, policy-
makers, and students. It not only connects 
scholars and policy-makers on issues of shared 
concern, but also bridges disciplinary divide.’ 
Debra McDougall 
Associate Professor, Anthropology & Sociology  
University of Western Australia

‘SSGM continues to provide significant 
value add to the NRL’s Pacific program 
and to the League more generally, 
through its expertise in sports and 
development, sports migration, Pacific 
Studies education, and through its 
recent initiatives in providing cultural 
awareness and leadership training for 
some of the game’s elite Pacific Island 
players.’ 
Nigel Vagana  
NRL Education and Welfare Office — Pacific 
Manager & Former Rugby League Test player  
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The State, Society & Governance in Melanesia 
Program  has established itself as a regional public 
good, offering research, analytical work and advice 
to policy makers in Australia and the region. 2013/ 
14, the first full year under our expanded funding 
agreement with the Department of Foreign Affairs 
and Trade (DFAT), has been a busy year for SSGM. 
We recruited 13 new academic staff and 14 PhD 
students; secured funding for a number of new 
research projects which are now up and running; 
expanded our aid advisory work through the 
provision of regular policy advice, and supported the 
next generation of Pacific scholars and Melanesian 
leaders. Quite unexpectedly SSGM also assumed 
responsibility for operating the Centre for Democratic 
Institutions (CDI) in October 2013, thus increasing 
the complexity of our operations. CDI is now headed 
by SSGM scholar Julien Barbara.

As at 30 June 2014, SSGM comprises 26 academic staff, 6 
professional staff, 30 PhD students — five of whom are Pacific 
Islands’ scholars — and 10 visiting fellows. We now have arguably 
one of the ANU’s fastest growing PhD programs. I am particularly 
proud to report that, along with the expansion of our teaching 
portfolio in general; the past year has seen the first of our SSGM 
PhD students — Jane Anderson and Jone Baledrokadroka —
graduate, having begun their studies in 2009. 

This year our senior researchers initiated several new multi-year 
research activities, which will have a significant impact on policy 
in the region. Richard Eves is leading “Do No Harm” a multi-
country Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development (PWSPD) 
study which investigates the relationship between women’s 
economic empowerment and domestic violence in Solomon 
Islands, Papua New Guinea (PNG) and Vanuatu. This research is 
being undertaken in collaboration with the International Women’s 
Development Agency (IWDA). Matthew Allen was awarded a 
three-year Discovery Early Career Research Award (DECRA) by 
the Australian Research Council (ARC) to undertake research on 
the relationships between agrarian change, extractive resource 
industries, violent conflict and political fragmentation in Island 
Melanesia (especially Solomon Islands and Bougainville), while 

Y E A R  I N  R E V I E W

Anthony Regan and Professor Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh (Griffith 
University) commenced research on an Australian Development 
Research Award (ADRA) project, Small-scale and Illegal Mining in 
Bougainville. This project is the first of its kind in relation to PNG. 
In 2013/14 Kerry Zubrinich and Nicole Haley also commenced 
a two-year six country PWSPD program of research examining 
women’s leadership and political participation in the Pacific, a 
highlight of which was a Political Gifting Survey undertaken in 
PNG to coincide with the 2013 Local Level Government (LLG) 
elections.

SSGM’s early career researchers Lia Kent and Priya Chattier 
also secured competitive grant funding to support new research. 
In collaboration with Renee Jeffery and Joanne Wallis, Lia Kent 
has begun examining the contribution political reconciliation 
processes, practices and events make to the pursuit of peace 
and security in Timor-Leste, Bougainville and the Solomon 
Islands. While Priya Chattier, who joined SSGM in 2014 from the  
University of the South Pacific, is collaborating with IWDA 
to undertake a multi-dimensional gender-sensitive poverty 
assessment in Fiji. More information about our consolidated 
program of research is included in the body of this report. 

During the past year we also expanded our work providing 
strategic policy advice to the Australian aid program in relation 
to its work in the countries of Melanesia and the broader Pacific. 
In sum we conducted well over 100 briefings for DFAT staff, 
on a broad range of policy issues including security, election, 
gender and economic development. We also convened a range 
of workshops with multiple government agencies on key topics, 
and had significant input into a number of program and strategy 
design processes for Australia’s aid programs in Papua New 
Guinea, Bougainville and Solomon Islands. In conjunction with the 
IPS School Director Professor Michael Wesley we also hosted 
three public policy dinners with senior members of the Australian 
Government including the Hon. Julie Bishop, Minister for Foreign 
Affairs and Senator Brett Mason, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs. 

In addition SSGM continues to provide high level advice to policy 
makers in the region. Anthony Regan, for example, continues 
to assist the Autonomous Bougainville Government (ABG) in 
implementing the Bougainville Peace Agreement. His work in 
Bougainville includes negotiating the financial arrangements 
under the Agreement, conducting consultations about the 
future of large-scale mining in Bougainville, and assisting in the 
development of ABG mining legislation. Meanwhile, Miranda 
Forsyth has been working closely with PNG’s Department 
of Justice and Attorney General (DJAG) and the Consultative 
Implementation and Monitoring Committee (CIMC) to develop a 
national implementation plan to overcome sorcery and witchcraft 
related violence throughout the country. This comes on the back 
of the Sorcery and Witchcraft-Related Killings in Melanesia: 
Culture, Law and Human Rights Perspectives conference she and 
Richard Eves convened at the ANU in mid-2013 and the follow-
up workshop at the University of Goroka in December 2013. 
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We continue our important work in supporting the next generation 
of Pacific research scholars. The 2014 Pacific Research Colloquium 
was our biggest yet. We received over 350 applications, and 
supported a total of 30 young scholars to attend. The top scholar 
from the 2014 Colloquium, Romitesh Kant, was awarded a further 
scholarship to return to Canberra for the 2014 State of the Pacific 
Conference, where he delivered a paper on youth participation in 
the upcoming 2014 Fiji elections. 

We intend in coming years to strengthen the Colloquium, by 
opening it up to researchers outside of the academy and we also 
have plans to take the Colloquium to the region, thereby allowing 
a greater number of researchers and practitioners access to the 
program. 

Beyond the Colloquium, we have also begun the work of 
expanding our Pasifika Australia Outreach program headed by  
Roannie Ng Shiu to establish a Melanesian alumni network. SSGM 
PhD scholar Anita Togolo is working on this important activity. 

As a program we continue to build linkages with researchers, 
research institutions and policy makers across the Pacific. In 
the past year we’ve worked with colleagues at the University of 
Goroka, the Papua New Guinea Consultative Implementation and 
Monitoring Council, the Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical 
Research, the Melanesian Spearhead Group Secretariat, Pacific 
Adventist University, the Pacific Leadership Program, the Asia 
Foundation, the University of the South Pacific, the Fiji National 
University, and the University of French Polynesia — among others. 
Our challenge in the next year is to consolidate and formalise 
these linkages where relevant, to ensure that they are sustainable 
and relevant beyond immediate projects and activities. 

Over the past twelve months we have also sought to transform 
how we communicate our research, with an emphasis on making 
sure that those in the policy community and in the region are 
engaging with our work. SSGM’s seminars and conferences 
are now podcast to ensure greater accessibility and we have 
introduced an electronic newsletter. 

To complement our flagship publication, the SSGM Discussion 
Paper series, which continues to provide a platform for detailed 
analysis and commentary on important issues for the Pacific, in 
mid-2013 we launched the SSGM In Brief series. To date we have 
produced 45 papers in this well received series, spanning the 
breadth of our research expertise.  

Our major contributions in 2013/14 include 12 discussion papers, 
32 In Briefs, 6 books, 22 book chapters and 32 peer reviewed 
journal articles. On the events front, we held 8 major conferences 
or workshops, 34 public seminars and 6 book launches. On 
the policy front, we conducted well over 100 briefings with 
stakeholders across Australia and the region. Our contribution 
to public commentary was also significant, with SSGM members 
providing over 60 discrete media contributions across print, radio 
and television and well over 40 blogs.  

All  in  all, the 2013/14 year was by far the busiest and most 
productive in SSGM’s 18 years of existence, and as we look 
forward, it is clear that there is still much research, analysis and 
knowledge work to do. We hope that you continue accessing our 
research and analysis and follow our endeavours on Facebook 
and Twitter.

Sincerely  

Associate Professor Nicole Haley 
SSGM Program Convenor
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The State, Society & Governance in Melanesia Program 
(SSGM) is a vibrant research unit, comprising 26 
academics, 30 PhD students and 10 Visiting Fellows 
all of whom are conducting applied multidisciplinary 
research on contemporary Melanesia, Timor-Leste 
and the broader Pacific. We are a founding member 
of the School of International, Political and Strategic 
Studies in the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific.

Established in 1996 to stem the decline in Pacific expertise, SSGM 
maintains a strong commitment to active engagement with policy 
communities in Australia and the region and supports a program 
of capacity-building activities for researchers, policy-makers and 
practitioners. 

SSGM is funded as a partnership between DFAT and the ANU 
to undertake policy-relevant research and broader analytical work 
in order to establish an evidence-based knowledge platform to 
underpin better informed policy-making; to provide expertise 
on a broad range of strategic foreign, economic, trade and 
development issues in the Pacific; to train and nurture the next 
generation of Pacific scholars; to support the development 
of a cadre of scholars, practitioners and regional leaders; to 
communicate research findings to the policy community; and to 
foster regional partnerships and deepen community awareness of 
Pacific policy issues.

Individually and collectively, our scholars possess unsurpassed 
knowledge of the countries of the region, as well as a commitment 
to deep long term research. From our inception, we have focussed 
on understanding the social, cultural, political and institutional 
contexts of the Pacific. While Melanesia remains at the centre of 
what we do, in recent years our focus has widened to include 
Timor-Leste, Papua and the wider Pacific. We recognise that this 
deep contextual understanding is central to fostering enduring 
relationships with the countries of the region at all levels, as well 
as to more effective aid delivery. 

Since 2012, our research activities and policy engagement has 
been oriented around four thematic clusters:

 > Politics, Elections, Leadership & Governance

 > Conflict, Justice & Peace Building

 > Gender, Health & Social Development

 > Livelihoods, Rural Development & Extractive Industries.

Through our agreement with DFAT, SSGM delivers policy-relevant 
research, a suite of regional outreach and partnership activities 
including the annual flagship State of the Pacific Conference and 
Pacific Research Colloquium, along with in-country events such 
as the December 2013 Sorcery and Witchcraft workshop in Goro-
ka and the December 2013 and the follow up workshop to de-
velop a National Implementation Plan on Sorcery and Witchcraft 
related violence in June 2014. We regularly engage with relevant 
internal DFAT country, regional and sector focussed areas, and 
with external DFAT-funded programs including the Pacific Lead-
ership Program, Developmental Leadership Program and CDI, 
enabling more informed and co-ordinated policy engagement. 
We also working to train and mentor the next generation of Pacific 
researchers. 

In addition SSGM scholars regularly contribute key pieces of 
analytical work to DFAT and DFAT-funded programs at short notice. 
Recent examples include the issues paper on women’s leadership 
which informed the Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Development 
design (2012); a political economy analysis of Western Province, 
PNG, which informed PNG country programming (2011); a 
stakeholder analysis and other analytical work informed the 
redesign of Australia’s electoral support to PNG (2013); a series 
of analytical pieces on various aspects of Law and Justice in 
PNG to inform the Law and Justice redesign (2013); analytical 
pieces on Policing in Bougainville and the forthcoming elections 
and referendum in Bougainville (2014); and most recently  the 
development of an analytical framework and strategic program 
recommendations for the Pacific Leadership Program (2014).

This report provides an overview of the work conducted against 
our core objectives in 2013/14.  

A B O U T  T H E  P R O G R A M
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Throughout 2013/14, our scholars have extended 
and consolidated existing research and policy 
knowledge concerning elections, political culture 
and the politics of service delivery in the region, 
establishing the cluster as the pre-eminent centre 
for applied, policy-relevant and gender-sensitive 
research on Elections, Politics, Leadership and 
Governance in Melanesia and the broader Pacific. 
Research within the cluster, which is devoted 
towards understanding the changing nature of 
politics and political culture and how these manifest 
in terms of broader governance, is organised around 
five overarching projects: 

1. Elections, Electoral Politics and Changing 
Political Culture 
The challenges of economic, political and social development 
in Melanesia and the broader Pacific are well documented but 
nonetheless poorly understood. Our research addresses this 
through providing a more detailed and more sophisticated 
understanding of leadership and political culture, how these 
are changing and how they impact upon broader processes of 
development.

P O l i T i c s ,  E l E c T i O n s ,  l E a d E r s h i P 
a n d  G O v E r n a n c E  r E s E a r c h

The Political Gifting Survey was designed in collaboration with PNG colleagues, Stephen Gari, Almah Tararia, David 
Lundape and Elly Kinkin and was implemented in four districts, namely Goroka Open, Namatanai Open, Koroba-Lake 
Kopiago Open, and the National Capital District between July and September 2013. It was designed to explore the gendered 
nature of political participation with respect to voting; the extent to which men and women engage in political gifting; the 
extent to which they are able to decline gifts and abstain from money politics; and to show the degree to which gifting (money 
and material goods) influences (voluntarily or involuntarily) voter choice. 

The survey found that men are the primary beneficiaries of election pork barrelling. They receive gifts and money more often 
than women and typically receive much more than women. Men were also far more likely to have personally elicited cash or 
gifts in return for their votes, reported a greater confidence to be able to decline gifts or cash when offered and less bound to 
honour their commitments. Coupled with this far fewer men reported experiencing intimidation when voting. In other words, 
men and women in PNG experience elections differently. As such any attempts to improve women’s political participation 
which do not give due regard to the gendered nature of money politics are unlikely to be effective.

In 2013/14 Terence Wood continued his doctoral research on 
voter behaviour and electoral politics in solomon islands. his 
dissertation focusses on voter choice and is currently under 
examination. in March Terence joined the cdi team and is 
currently conducting research on women candidates and electoral 
processes in solomon islands. 

Nicole Haley and Kerry Zubrinich continued their collaborative 
research on elections, electoral politics and changing political 
culture, undertaking elections petitions research and developing 
a Political Gifting survey implemented in PnG’s highlands, new 
Guinea islands and southern regions (including ncd). The survey 
examined the gendered nature of money politics — vote buying 
and political gifting — in the 2012 general elections and 2013 llG 
elections. Key findings from the survey are outlined below.

Jenny Munro, from ssGM’s gender cluster, also contributed to 
our elections research, writing an informative piece on the 2014 
indonesian Presidential Elections, outlining the manner in which 
the election contest, described as a battle between ‘new’ and 
‘old’ indonesia, was playing out in Papua. 

In 2014/15 we will observe key electoral events across the region, 
including the forthcoming solomon islands elections, the much 
anticipated Fiji elections and the 2015 autonomous region of 
Bougainville (arB) elections. subject to final approval and support 
from dFaT we will mount a comprehensive Election Observation in 
solomon islands of the kind undertaken in PnG in 2007 and 
2012. This activity will be led by Julien Barbara, Nicole Haley 
and Kerry Zubrinich. in the lead up to the solomon islands 
elections we will also work with the Young Women’s Parliamentary 
Group to design and implement a survey that will explore voter 
attitudes towards women candidates and the degree to which 
political gifting influences voter choice. The survey will support 
comparative analysis concerning the proliferation and changing 
nature of money politics in Melanesia. 

The Political Gifting Survey was designed in collaboration with PnG colleagues, stephen Gari, almah Tararia, 
david lundape and Elly Kinkin and was implemented in four districts, namely Goroka Open, namatanai Open, 
Koroba-lake Kopiago Open, and the national capital district between July and september 2013. it was 
designed to explore the gendered nature of political participation with respect to voting; the extent to which 
men and women engage in political gifting; the extent to which they are able to decline gifts and abstain from 
money politics; and to show the degree to which gifting (money and material goods) influences (voluntarily or 
involuntarily) voter choice. 

The survey found that men are the primary beneficiaries of election pork barrelling. They receive gifts and money 
more often than women and typically receive much more than women. Men were also far more likely to have 
personally elicited cash or gifts in return for their votes, reported a greater confidence to be able to decline gifts 
or cash when offered and less bound to honour their commitments. coupled with this far fewer men reported 
experiencing intimidation when voting. in other words, men and women in PnG experience elections differently. 
as such any attempts to improve women’s political participation which do not give due regard to the gendered 
nature of money politics are unlikely to be effective.
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2. Contemporary Leadership in Melanesia
and the broader Pacific 

Development theory and practice is increasingly interested in 
developmental leadership and how certain types of leaders can 
facilitate improved development outcomes and mitigate state 
failure. While much has been written about traditional leadership 
in the region, little is known about the new generation of leaders, 
and even less about the ways new leadership relates to traditional 
leadership, nor how positive forms of leadership can best be 
supported. Such research is critically important if donors and policy 
makers are to work in a more politically informed way. SSGM’s 
research on contemporary leadership in the region explores how 
public leadership is practised in the Pacific and is informed by and 
engages with the findings and research being undertaken by the 
Developmental Leadership Program (DLP). 

In 2013/14 SSGM scholars Jack Corbett and Ceridwen Spark 
worked to address the paucity of biographical material about 
prominent Pacific Islanders, writing about and mentoring young 
historians and biographers writing about key Pacific leaders, who 
have been instrumental in shaping their respective nations. 

A key, ongoing, piece of work for the cluster is the development of 
a Pacific Politics Database, which currently covers PNG, Solomon 
Islands, and Samoa. As part of the project, led by Terence Wood 
and Jack Corbett, we have gathered, tidied, and formatted, 
comprehensive election results and MP bio data for Samoa and 
Solomon Islands. The Solomon Islands data has already been 
analysed and forms the basis of academic and policy-focused 
pieces by Corbett and Wood, as well as a compilation of Solomon 
Islands Election Results 1967–2013 which will soon be available 
on the CDI website. Analysis of the Samoan data has begun and 
outstanding PNG data is being sourced.

Towards the end of the year Julien Barbara and Nicole Haley 
developed an analytical framework for the DFAT-funded Pacific 
Leadership Program (PLP) to assist it to think more systematically 
about how it supports Pacific leaders to achieve improved 
development outcomes across the region. Based on the 
framework, SSGM undertook developmental leadership scans 
across PLP’s four country programs (Solomon Islands, Vanuatu, 
Tonga and Samoa) to identify opportunities for future program 
engagement. 

In 2014/15 SSGM will continue to work closely with PLP to 
undertake analytical research on developmental leadership 
including a regional developmental leadership scan, several in-
depth contextual studies and issues analysis including on the 
developmental role of the private sector, the emerging middle 
class, Pacific diaspora and youth. SSGM will also partner with 
PLP to support a Suva-based colloquium on developmental 
leadership, bringing together regional researchers, policy makers 
and donors to consider effective ways to support developmental 
leadership across the region. Further analysis of the Pacific Politics 
Database will also be undertaken.
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3. Improving Women’s Participation and
Political Representation

addressing the paucity of credible analytical work on women’s 
leadership and testing the emerging evidence about women who 
perform well in parliamentary and local elections in Melanesia are 
core ongoing ssGM research priorities. For despite concerted 
donor efforts, especially in the area of candidate training and in 
support for the introduction of temporary special measures, the 
growth in women’s representation has been much slower in the 
Pacific than in other developing regions. indeed while women 
account for 20% of elected leaders worldwide they account for 
only 3% of elected leaders in the sovereign states of the Pacific, 
and in Melanesia, home to nearly 8 million people, only four of 213 
parliamentary seats (1.9%) are currently held by women. in some 
Pacific countries women’s representation has in fact diminished. 
samoa is a case in point. There the number of women in 
parliament dropped from four to two at the March 2011 elections. 
While in the solomon islands, where there is only one woman in 
Parliament, the overall percentage of votes received by women 
candidates dropped to 1.9% in the 2010 elections as compared 
with 3.8% in the 2006 elections.

In 2013/14 ssGM scholars Nicole Haley and Kerry Zubrinich 
commenced a two-year cluster-wide program of research for 
dFaT’s Pacific Women shaping Pacific development Program. 
The nine ssGM scholars involved in this project have undertaken 
new fieldwork in samoa, Kiribati, Papua new Guinea, Bougainville, 
solomon islands, vanuatu and Tuvalu to better understand 
women’s leadership, political participation and decision making 
in the Pacific. Multiple publications have already issued from the 
research, and key presentations made at the 2014 ssGM state 
of the Pacific conference in the Emergent shifts in Gender roles 
and the Women in leadership in the Pacific sessions convened by 
Ceridwen Spark and Stephanie Lusby respectively, and at the 
2014 Pacific islands Political science association conference’s 
Women in Politics session convened by doctoral candidate 
Kerryn Baker. 

The past year saw Jack Corbett conduct research with elected 
women leaders in samoa, Kiribati, and Tuvalu and ceridwen 
spark develop her research on gender and leadership. This 
included a major contribution to the University of Goroka Pawa 
Meri filmmaking project which saw the production of six films 
about leading PnG women; research on emerging women leaders 
in Melanesia and research on the PnG magazine, stella, as part 
of her ongoing contribution to the literature on young educated 
women in the Pacific. 

In 2014/15 we will further our collaboration with PlP through 
documenting case studies in which developmental leaders in 
the Pacific are successfully prosecuting gender reforms and look 
forward to collaborating with the ssGM centre for democratic 
institutions (cdi) team and other key stakeholders to deliver a 
concerted program of research concerning women’s political 
participation in the solomon islands in the lead up to and during 
the 2014 elections.

Improving Women’s Leadership, Political Participation and Decision Making in the Pacific is a cluster-wide program 
of research which moves beyond diagnostics that attribute women’s poor performance at the polls to culture, custom, 
and the lack of a level playing field, instead developing a better understanding of women’s leadership and contemporary 
political culture with a view to improving the franchise of women generally and improving women’s leadership and political 
representation in the region more particularly. To date four separate research activities have been initiated. These include: the 
Political Gifting Survey which explored the extent to which money politics impacts on women’s political participation including 
the campaigns of women candidates, finding that money politics is significantly gendered; Interviewing for Success which 
involves interviewing women MPs and those elected at the sub-national level, revealing that those elected tend to be well-
educated, from prominent families; have often been employed in service profession; are high profile community members 
deeply connected to their electorates; often involved in the churches or community work; tend to have adult children and 
invariably have strong male backers; Emerging Women Leaders which extends Ceridwen Spark’s earlier research concerning 
young educated women in PNG to include a cohort of ‘emerging women leaders’ across the region; and a program of research 
concerning Women’s Political Participation in the Solomon Islands Elections.
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4. Politics of Service Delivery

Consolidating and extending our political economy research on 
local-level service delivery and sub-national governance provides 
yet another key focus of SSGM’s research program. This research 
seeks to better understand district and local-level governance 
and the politics of devolved funding. It builds upon SSGM’s 2005 
District Level Governance in PNG survey and upon subsequent 
collaborative research with the World Bank’s Justice for the Poor 
program.

In 2013/14 our research under this thematic has focused on PNG 
and Bougainville not least because the 2013 PNG budget was 
a game changer in that it placed significant additional resources 
in the hands of politicians. Led by Colin Wiltshire and Thiago 
Oppermann this research considers the governance of devolved 
funding and focuses on the disjuncture between theory and reality 
in relation to the expenditure of development funds. It explores in 
detail the politics of decision making around discretionary funds 
and recognises the inherently political nature of service delivery. 

The research also seeks to examine how service delivery is 
influenced, by and impacts upon, processes of state formation, 
state legitimacy and state–society relations. Wiltshire and 
Oppermann disseminated their research through key presentations 
at the 2014 SSGM State of the Pacific Conference in the New 
Forms of Local Government and Justice and Experiments in 
Markets and Services sessions.

This year alone, Thiago Oppermann authored three academic 
journal articles, including a key piece on the politics of school fees 
and management in Buka and an In Brief on the Sustainability of 
Bougainville. While Colin Wiltshire’s Politics of Service Delivery 
research which forms the basis of his doctoral research, informed 
his co-authored report with NRI on Financing PNG’s Free Primary 
Health Care Policy: User Fees, Funding and Performance and 
provided core subject matter for the Overseas Development 
Institute (ODI) PNG Political Economy Workshop in Port Moresby 
from 18–20 November 2013. Both Colin Wiltshire and Nicole 
Haley were key contributors to the workshop. 

In 2014/15 we will convene a conference on the Politics of 
Service Delivery and Discretionary Funds Across the Pacific and 
seek to further delineate the distinctive political economies of 
service provision for different sectors, through Colin Wiltshire’s 
ongoing research on health and education service delivery in PNG 
and through new research concerning the political economy of 
the tertiary education sector in the Pacific which will commence in 
August 2014. This research, to be undertaken by Julien Barbara 
in collaboration with Associate Professor Lucas Walsh of 
Monash University, will focus on the politics of higher education in 
Solomon Islands in the first instance. 

The Politics of Service Delivery has intensified in PNG in recent years. The PNG government has set new priorities 
and conditions for government expenditure. The most notable change in policy has been the huge increases in devolved 
development funding to provinces, districts and local level governments, which has increased from 5% of the budget in 
2012 to 15% in 2013. This budget directive is intended to improve PNG’s poorly performing service delivery sectors through 
shifting power, responsibility and accountability to local levels. However, on further inspection of budget instructions and 
implementation arrangements it is highly likely that PNG’s Open Members of Parliament will control how these huge increases 
in devolved development funds will be spent and accounted for at all levels.

PNG politicians are increasingly taking the countries development into their own hands, particularly the major service delivery 
sectors of transport infrastructure, health and education. SSGM’s politics of service delivery research is revealing that the 
shift in power and responsibilities for development spending is having far reaching ramifications for ‘money politics’ around 
elections. It is also revealing that the provision of social infrastructure and basic services is being further politicised and 
localised. Moreover it shows how local politics, rather than national policies drive decision-making, which has significant 
implications for improving service delivery standards, especially in rural and remote areas that need it most.
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5. Sub-National Nationhood, Self-
Determination and the New Geo-Politics  
of the Pacific

This research seeks to explore the politics of regionalism, the new 
geo-politics of the Pacific and the politics of identity and ethnicity. 
specifically this research explores changing international relations 
in the Pacific, taking account of the fact that recent events in the 
Pacific have conspired to give Pacific leaders more freedom of 
movement diplomatically, not just within the context of the Fiji 
coup and the coming of new external forces as well as the rise of 
china, but also in Pacific negotiating blocs in global forums.

ssGM’s research under this thematic seeks to explore the politics 
of identity in Melanesia through the lens of new and enduring 
secessionist and micro-nationalist movements, particularly 
Bougainville and hela in PnG, and the long-running Kanak 
independence movement in new caledonia. it examines the 
way in which various groups challenge integrative efforts by 
nation states, appropriating discourses of nation-building for 
their own purposes, and the extent to which political settlements 
formulated to accommodate sub-national identities are effective 
and enduring.  

In 2013/14 Graeme Smith continued his research on china’s 
engagement in the Pacific while Stewart Firth explored the 
international relations of the Pacific islands in two published 
articles, and an ssGM discussion Paper. With china specialist 
Kate Hannan, he researched china’s relations with the Pacific 
in the context of its investments and aid. They presented their 
findings at the chinese University of hong Kong, and co-wrote 
an article that will appear in the Journal of contemporary china. 
his research on security in the region and on the Fiji elections 
continues. 

George Carter commenced his Phd studies in March 2014 having 
been awarded the ssGM Pacific islands scholarship. his research 
examines Pacific negotiating blocs in regional and global climate 
change forums. Prior to commencing his Phd studies, George 
undertook a three-month research internship with ssGM under 
the australia Prime Minister Pacific island award. his internship 
culminated in a conference presentation ‘The new regionalisms 
approach in analysing Pacific regionalism’ at the australian 
association of Pacific studies conference in april 2014.

in 2014/15 Nicole Haley will continue her long term research on 
the Politics of hela, Thiago Oppermann will explore the politics 
of tradition, autonomy and secession in Bougainville in the lead 
up to the 2015 elections, and George Carter will commence his 
fieldwork by examining the work of negotiators in the Un small 
islands development Meeting to be held in samoa (as part of the 
Government of Tuvalu delegation), with a view to expanding his 
research to include the Un Framework convention on climate 
change, conference of the Parties in lima and Paris in 2015.

Graeme Smith is leading a team of researchers investigating China’s Engagement in the Pacific. In 2013/14 he presented 
his research findings as an invited speaker at the United Nations Secretariat, John Hopkins and Georgetown universities and 
at the Centre for Strategic and International Studies Pacific Forum in Hawai’i. He has just completed a report commissioned 
by UNDP China, entitled The Development Needs of Pacific Countries, which drew upon the skills of Pacific and Chinese 
researchers. It is the first study of its kind to involve the Chinese Academy of International Trade and Economic Co-operation 
(the think tank affiliated with China’s Ministry of Commerce) in international research collaboration. SSGM PhD students, 
Almah Tararia and George Carter, were responsible for the PNG and Samoa components of the report, which makes 
recommendations for how China can better target its development assistance in the Pacific, and engage in aid co-operation 
with traditional donors, such as Australia. 

Graeme also leads a diverse team of doctoral researchers, including Denghua Zhang, a former Chinese Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs official and international relations scholar, who is examining China’s motivations for expanding the scope of their 
trilateral aid co-operation; Shaun Gessler, an anthropologist who is researching interactions between landowners and the 
Ramu Nickel project in Madang province, PNG; Katie McBryde, a serving DFAT officer and legal scholar, who is exploring the 
Australia-China relationship in Fiji; and Colonel Pete Connolly, an Australian army officer and strategic studies specialist, who 
is examining China-Australia relations and military co-operation in PNG, Vanuatu and Fiji.
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Throughout 2013/2014 scholars in the Conflict, 
Justice, and Peace Building cluster have extended 
and consolidated our research, investigating the 
nature and drivers of conflict in the region and 
responses to these. Working within a broad socio-
legal tradition, both our short-term and long-term 
research engages with issues of regulation, justice, 
peace building and security provision in each of the 
countries we work in, and the implications this has 
for understanding both the generation of conflict 
and responses to it. The aim is to establish ourselves 
as the pre-eminent centre for applied and policy-
relevant research on conflict, justice and peace 
building in Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the broader 
Pacific. Research within our cluster is currently 
organised around five overarching projects. 

1. Transitions: Transitioning Out of Conflict 
and Fragility

The question of how to facilitate successful transitions from 
conflict and fragility to peace and stability is an abiding one among 
domestic and international policy-makers. We have a particular 
interest in ongoing transitions in Solomon Islands, Bougainville 
and Timor-Leste. 

In 2013/14 members of our cluster, Sinclair Dinnen and Lia 
Kent, along with SSGM colleagues, Matthew Allen and Pyone 
Myat Thu (Livelihoods Cluster) and other ANU colleagues, 
organised two workshops examining the transitions underway 
in Timor-Leste and Solomon Islands. These events provided 
critical and timely analysis from a range of academic, p;olitical, 
policy and non-government actors from both countries, as well 
as from Australia and further abroad. Both were well attended 
and provided an important opportunity for members of the 
Canberra-based policy community to hear the views, and engage 
in conversation with opinion leaders and researchers working in 
both countries. Workshop proceedings were podcast and have 
given rise to a number of publications. 

In 2014/15 we plan to pursue the research agenda that emerged 
from the Solomon Islands in Transition and Timor-Leste Update 
workshops.

The research agenda that emerged from the Solomon Islands in Transition Workshop included:

 > investigation of informal governance systems and innovations that appear to be working at the local level and how they 
might be linked up with formal institutions to extend the authority of the state

 > analysis of informal land dealings and land use arrangements in rural, peri-urban and urban settings

 > analysis of the social, political, economic and cultural dynamics at play in the expansion of Honiara

 > analysis of the political economy dimensions of the shift from logging to mining, including links with wider patterns 
of agrarian change, and the scope for cross-learning with PNG and for regional approaches to regulating extractive 
industries

 > analysis of Constituency Development Funds, including of the potential for learning from comparative experience (for 
example from the Kenyan experience)

 > further investigation of Solomon Islanders involvement in international labour migration

 > further exploration of the political settlements approach to analysing power relations and how power shapes institutions 
and institutional development in Solomon Islands.

Emerging research priorities from the Timor-Leste Update included:

 > understanding how democracy works in Timor-Leste,  including comparisons with other states

 > comparative research that locates Timor-Leste within the wider region.

C o N f L I C T ,  J U S T I C e  A N d  P e A C e 
B U I L d I N G  R e S e A R C h 
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2. Legacies of Conflict/Transitional Justice

Our work under this  thematic examines the range of judicial 
and non-judicial mechanisms and initiatives introduced in post-
conflict societies to address legacies of mass conflict. Focusing 
on criminal trials, truth commissions, reconciliation initiatives, 
reparations programs, reforms to educational curriculum and 
initiatives to commemorate the past, our work focuses on how 
these mechanisms and practices are  understood locally.  Both 
empirically grounded and theoretically  informed, our work also 
engages with wider  debates about democratisation,  peace-
building,  state-building and nation-building in post-conflict 
societies. 

In 2013/14 Lia Kent received research funds from the australian 
research council for the discovery project, Political reconciliation 
in the asia Pacific, which she is undertaking in collaboration with 
Renee Jeffery and Joanne Wallis. 

The project examines the impact of political reconciliation 
processes, practices and events on post-conflict peace and 
security in the asia-Pacific. lia conducted one month’s fieldwork 
in Timor-leste in 2014 as part of this project.

Lia Kent is also co-rdinating an evaluation of the impact of the 
final report of Timor leste’s commission for reception, Truth and 
reconciliation amongst key sectors of society. The findings of the 
evaluation will feed into a workshop that is planned for 2015, to 
mark the 10th anniversary of the report.  

during the past year ssGM doctoral candidate Claire Cronin 
conducted her Phd fieldwork which explores local processes of 
reconciliation in the aftermath of the recent conflict in solomon 
islands. another doctoral candidate, David Oakeshott, has 
recently commenced his research into how the recent violent 
past is reflected in the development of peace education in the 
secondary curriculum in solomon islands.

In 2014/15 Lia Kent will initiate a new project, shaping and 
contesting Memory, which will examine how ordinary East 
Timorese and Bougainvilleans are remembering and responding 
to the legacy of recent conflict. The research will focus on 
local attempts to remember and respond to the violence of 
the past through practices such as constructing memorials, 
commemorating violent events, story-telling initiatives, reburials of 
the dead, and local reconciliation. she will undertake preliminary 
fieldwork in Bougainville in november 2014 in preparation for this 
project.

Miranda Forsyth’s project examining the Impact of Intellectual Property Laws on Development in Pacific Island States 
found:

 > intellectual property regimes are increasingly of interest to Pacific Island countries as potential drivers of development 
through stimulating innovation and harnessing local creativity in economically advantageous ways

 > for the most part intellectual property laws, policies and institutions being adopted by Pacific Island States are cut and 
pasted from global models as a result of lack of technical expertise and the need to comply with Free Trade Agreements, 
particularly the WTO. As such, in their current form they are not actually aiding development outcomes, and in fact are 
impeding some areas of development such as access to educational materials.

The key policy outcomes of this research include:

 > intellectual property policy in the region should be developed having regard to the existing systems that regulate the 
production and diffusion of knowledge, technology and innovation, instead of adopting inappropriate global models

 > the incentivising aspects of global types of intellectual property rights (e.g. patents, copyright) needs to be balanced against 
their effect on stopping access to new technology and ideas by those who need them (e.g. patents over pharmaceuticals 
and seeds)

 > in addition to proprietary approaches to protecting intellectual property, policy makers in the region should also consider 
open access models and alternatives such as secrecy, trusted networks, locally drafted protocols and formal and informal 
contracts. 

(see facing page)
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3. Legal Pluralism and Law and Justice 
Reform

Our research under this thematic examines community-based 
approaches to conflict and dispute resolution and the manner in 
which these interact with state justice systems. This ongoing work 
examines how people exercise their everyday justice choices, 
including the constraints and opportunities in doing so in different 
places and among different groups of people. As such our research 
connects with growing international interest in the practice of legal 
and regulatory pluralism in fragile and post-conflict settings and 
the potential for hybrid approaches that seek to combine different 
sources of authority to produce more legitimate and sustainable 
justice outcomes for rural populations. 

In 2013/14 members of the cluster pursued new and continuing 
research on multiple fronts. Along with SSGM and other ANU 
colleagues, Sinclair Dinnen participated in the design of a 
new phase of the PNG-Australia Law and Justice Partnership. 
He led a design team including Gordon Peake, Nicole Haley, 
Matthew Allen and Rebecca Monson, that prepared a series of 
background papers on community justice issues. Several of the 
papers are to be published in a forthcoming special issue of the 
journal Security Challenges. 

In late 2013, Sinclair Dinnen and Matthew Allen also participated 
in a World Bank Justice for the Poor scoping mission to PNG, 
developing a program of analytical work for the new program. 

The past year saw Miranda Forsyth’s ARC-funded project Impact 
of Intellectual Property Laws on Development in Pacific Island  
States enter its third and final year (see previous page). The 
project, which involves comparative research across six Pacific 
island countries, addresses questions of protection of traditional 
knowledge, and how to develop an intellectual property system 
that can be a genuine driver of creativity, innovation and access to 
knowledge in countries with low levels of technological development, 
is due to be completed by the end of 2014. Miranda is currently 
working on a co-authored monograph from this research.

Miranda Forsyth has also been involved with other SSGM 
colleagues, government and non-government partners in PNG, 
in research and reform work around the issue of Sorcery and 
Witchcraft-Related Violence. She co-organised, with Richard 
Eves, a regional conference in Canberra in June 2013 and a 
follow-up conference at the University of Goroka in late 2013. 
She was actively involved in the subsequent workshop in Port 
Moresby in June 2014, where a comprehensive draft action plan 
was developed. 

Melissa Demian, who joined SSGM in 2014, continues with her 
Legal Innovation in PNG project, funded by the UK Economic 
and Social Research Council. The collaborative project, involving 
researchers from the UK and PNG, examines irregularities in the 
practices of Village Courts in PNG with the aim reconciling elite 
discourses concerning the failure of these courts as institutions, 
with local pragmatic developments in legal and quasi-legal practice 
that more closely serve local concepts of justice and equity. 

Lia Kent also continued her work on Gender Justice in Timor 
Leste, investigating women’s experiences during the Indonesian 
occupation and how this impacts upon gender equality. A number 
of publications have already resulted from this research. 

In 2014/15 scholars in the cluster will convene two important 
workshops. Together with Professor Serge Tcherkezoff, of the 
École des Hautes Études (Institute for Advanced Studies in Social 
Sciences), Miranda Forsyth and Sinclair Dinnen are organizing 
a symposium on Working with Legal Pluralism to be held at 
ANU in September 2014. It brings together leading scholars and 
practitioners from both the French and English speaking Pacific to 
discuss different approaches to legal pluralism in the region. 

Bjoern Dressel (Crawford), Sinclair Dinnen and Ed Aspinall  
will convene a workshop, entitled Informal Networks in Non-
Western Judiciaries: Comparative Perspectives, in early 2015. 
The workshop will bring together scholars working on judicial 
politics around the world. The aim is to explore the role of informal 
networks and clientelism in judiciaries in different parts of the 
Global South, including the Pacific. 

In addition to convening these conferences, scholars in the 
cluster will seek to secure funding to initiate two new research 
projects. Miranda Forsyth has developed a funding proposal 
for much needed research identified in the Draft National Action 
Plan to Address Sorcery-Accusation Related Violence in PNG, 
while Melissa Demian will submit an ARC Discovery application 
to investigate why small business co-operatives have seen a 
renaissance in PNG following the establishment of the Cooperative 
Societies Unit in 2003.
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4. Policing, Security and Crime 

Research under this thematic focuses on the inter-relationships 
between international, national and local-level policing in Melanesia 
and Timor-Leste. It connects with a growing interest in policing in 
fragile and post-conflict settings. 

In 2013/14 Gordon Peake and Sinclair Dinnen’s continued 
their Policing Melanesia and Timor-Leste research. An emergent 
focus is on the potential of mixed forms of policing operating at 
the interface of national-level and local social orders, and involving 
intermediary figures such as ‘community officers’ in Solomon 
Islands and ‘community auxiliary officers’ in Bougainville. 

Sinclair Dinnen and Gordon Peake have also been working 
with the joint Overseas Development Institute  –  Asia Foundation 
research program on Securing Communities, examining 
experiences of community policing in post-conflict contexts in 
different parts of the world. Preliminary findings of this research 
will be presented by video-conference at a workshop hosted by 
London-based ODI in August. 

In 2014 Sinclair Dinnen and Gordon Peake collaborated with 
Anthony Regan to co-author a review of Bougainville Policing for 
DFAT. They also organised a workshop on Transnational Crime 
in the Pacific. Opened by the Parliamentary Secretary of Foreign 
Affairs, Senator Brett Mason, the workshop discussed the 
character of transnational crime in the region, its broader political 
economy, and the need for innovative solutions. A number of 
publications drawing out the policy implications have been written. 

Sinclair Dinnen is also leading a project entitled, Local level 
Innovations in Response to Conflict & Insecurity, which builds 
on the World Bank’s seminal Justice Delivered Locally research 
in Solomon Islands, in which a number of SSGM and other 
ANU scholars participated (Matthew Allen, Rebecca Monson 
and Sinclair Dinnen). Ongoing research focuses on local-level 
innovations and experimentation aimed at enhancing governance 
and security in areas of limited statehood. While drawing on 
fieldwork in Solomon Islands, this work has significance in 
other parts of Melanesia, the broader Pacific and Timor-Leste. 
Sinclair Dinnen and Matthew Allen continue to collaborate on this 
research, with other scholars working in Solomon Islands such as 
Deborah MacDougall (UWA). They presented on their research in 
the Innovations and Experimentation session at the 2013 State of 
the Pacific Conference. 

In 2014/15 Sinclair Dinnen, Gordon Peake and Kylie McKenna 
will undertake preliminary fieldwork on their project, Corporate 
Security Practice: Porgera Case Study. This work will investigate 
security provision at different levels in the context of a major 
extractive project managed by a transnational corporation in an 
area of limited state presence. 
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5. Political Settlements, State Formation 
and Development

The concept of political settlements has acquired growing 
prominence in the development community and a number of 
SSGM researchers, namely Julien Barbara, Sinclair Dinnen, 
Sue Ingram and Doug Porter, are engaging in these debates, 
including through publications in SSGM’s In Brief and Working 
Paper series and the Development Policy Centre’s Policy Brief 
Series.

In 2013/14 SSGM doctoral candidate Sue Ingram undertook 
further fieldwork as part of major comparative study of post-conflict 
political settlements in Timor-Leste and Bougainville. She has 
also been actively seeking to disseminate her research, including 
through a presentation at the 2014 State of the Pacific conference 
in the Political settlements — Evaluating a New Concept in 
Development Thinking session, which explored the applicability of 
the concept in our region. 

Political Settlement in Melanesia

SSGM In Briefs 2014/10–12 are a linked series that discuss and apply the concept of political settlement to a range of different 
issues. In Brief 2014-10 by Sue Ingram offers a useful and succinct overview of the political settlement concept and where 
and how it has been applied. In Brief 2014-11 by Julien Barbara and Warwick Connell considers how a political settlement 
view could usefully inform more effective approaches to democratic governance programming in Melanesia by supporting a 
more sophisticated understanding of politics and democracy which opens up alternative entry points for donor engagement. 
In Brief 2014-12 by Doug Porter and David Craig applies a political settlement lens to post-RAMSI Solomon Islands and asks: 
are the governing arrangements in Solomon Islands stable and sustainable? Where might they be ineffective and vulnerable?

Julien Barbara, who is currently heading the SSGM-run Centre 
for Democratic Institutions (CDI), is also working on the role of 
donors in supporting, sustaining and shaping political settlements 
and has recently published an article in the Journal of Asia and the 
Pacific Policy Studies. He too presented in the Political settlements 
session at the 2014 State of the Pacific conference.

In 2014/15 Julien Barbara will undertake new research focussed 
on the political economy of the education sector in Solomon Islands. 
The project will consider service delivery and its implications for 
processes of state formation and legitimation. In addition Julien 
Barbara, John Cox and Michael Leach (Swinburne University) 
will commence a multi-country study, which will examine the 
political and developmental significance of new and emerging 
‘middle classes’ in PNG, Solomon Islands and Timor-Leste, with 
fieldwork expected to commence in 2015. 
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Throughout 2103/14, scholars in the Gender, Health 
and Social Development research cluster have 
extended and consolidated existing research on 
gender and social change. The cluster is the pre-
eminent centre for applied and policy-relevant 
research on gender and social change in Melanesia 
and the broader Pacific, recognising that the countries 
of our region have experienced considerable social, 
cultural and economic change, which are having 
profound effects on gender norms, gender relations 
and identities. Research within the cluster is organised 
around six overarching projects:

G E n d E r ,  h E a l T h  a n d  s O c i a l 
d E v E l O P M E n T  r E s E a r c h 

1. The Changing Nature of Gender, Sexuality
& Marriage
The extensive changes in the nature of marriage, sexuality and 
gender require further study. PnG commentators have noted that 
the commodification of brideprice and the growth of polygamy 
are contributing to gender inequality, violence against women 
and the transmission of hiv. very little research on these issues 
has been done elsewhere in the region. Many other changes with 
ramifications for gender equality and women’s empowerment are 
also occurring: new notions of marrying for love; cross-cultural 
marriage; changing expectations of marriage partners; evolving 
christian notions of marriage; a clash between traditional roles 
and expectations and those of working women; new forms of 
sexual networking; new sexual practices and new forms of sexual 
identity. 

In 2013/14 ssGM scholars, led by Richard Eves, progressed 
research on changing masculinities. a key component of this 
work was Stephanie Lusby’s doctoral research, on masculinity 
and hiv/aids prevention in PnG, which she presented at several 
international events, including 2014 state of the Pacific conference. 
she has also published in the anU journal intersections. John Cox 
has been collaborating with Martha Macintyre from the University 
of Melbourne on christianity and changing forms of marriage in 
PnG with a jointly authored article recently published in Oceania, 
australia’s leading anthropology journal.

Priya Chattier, a Pacific research Fellow, who joined ssGM 
in april 2014 from the University of the south Pacific, has been 
a lively contributor to the cluster, conducting research on the 
changing nature of Gender in Fiji and on Gender and Poverty. 
her Gender norms in Transition research — conversations 
on ideal images with Women and Men in Fiji islands — was 
presented as an ssGM seminar and at the 2014 state of the 
Pacific conference, while key findings from her Fiji gender and 
poverty research which utilises the individual deprivation Measure 
(see developing research collaborations) and was undertaken 
in collaboration with iWda and the Fiji Bureau of statistics, have 
informed two in Briefs and an ssGM discussion Paper. 

The past year saw Jenny Munro’s collaboration with the Jayawijaya 
Women’s voice Foundation, a Papuan nGO, enter its third year. 
as part of this collaboration she has been undertaking research 
on home-brew alcohol and gendered violence. The results of this 
research have been made available on the internet in Bahasa 
indonesia, presented at the state of the Pacific conference and 
have been published in a recent ssGM in Brief. 

In 2014/15 Jenny Munro will continue her research on gender 
and violence in Papua, focussing on masculinities and economic 
exclusion; changing marital practices and support networks for 
young women; and political violence including civilian-security 
sector clashes in already-volatile remote Papuan towns. Priya 
Chattier will begin a new project that explores how Fiji women 
resist traditional gender norms in the household.
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2. Gender, Mobility & Migration

The issues of mobility and migration increasingly demand 
research attention. Men and women are moving to gain access 
to resources — to work, money or services. Others are displaced 
by violence (including gender violence and sorcery and witchcraft 
accusations) and armed conflict. scholars in the Gender, health 
and social development research cluster are investigating the 
gendered dimensions of mobility through two key projects.

In 2013/14 Roannie Ng Shiu, ssGM research Fellow and 
convenor of Pasifika australia, continued her research with Pacific 
islander men who have migrated to pursue sporting careers, 
as part of a project entitled Beyond the sporting Field: Pacific 
islander Men, Migration and social Mobility. The project, which is 
being conducted in partnership with the national rugby league 
limited (nrl), is centrally concerned with the puzzle of why men 
who migrate for sporting careers are, for the most part, unable to 

capitalise on the opportunities for socioeconomic mobility afforded 
them. To gain empirical insight into this problem, the research 
examines the specific case of Pacific islander men who migrate in 
order to play rugby league. Key findings from this research have 
already been presented at conferences at the University of hawai’i 
and Ucla and incorporated into a foundational course in Pacific 
studies for nrl staff and players.

as convenor of Pasifika australia, roannie is also at the forefront 
of building enduring and long-term strategic relationships 
between ssGM and Pacific island communities, both in australia 
and the region. in her role as Pasifika convenor, she devotes a 
considerable amount of her time to Pacific educational equity 
issues and providing pastoral care for Pacific students at the 
anU. Through her work with Pasifika, roannie has been involved 
in establishing linkages between the australian national University 
and other Pacific networks in other universities, including the 
University of Western sydney, the University of Melbourne and 
Griffith University. 

roannie has also been pursuing collaborative research with 
colleagues in the Politics, Elections, leadership & Governance 
cluster, examining gender and politics in samoa. in november 
2013 she travelled to samoa with Kerryn Baker and Jack 
Corbett to conduct interviews with politicians concerning the 
issue of gender quotas in parliament.

The past year also saw Richard Eves collaborate with Angela 
Kelly-Hanku of the PnG institute of Medical research to further 
a project entitled Mobile Men and Money. it examines the impact 
of development, mobility and income remittance on sexual health 
risk and vulnerability for Papua new Guineans, in particular 
landowners and their sexual partners in selected areas affected 
by lnG projects. The research aims to identify strategies and 
points of entry to mitigate the sexual health impacts of large-scale 
resource extraction projects. 

In 2014/15 Roannie Ng Shiu will continue her research 
collaboration with the nrl and will develop cultural leadership 
camps for nrl players. her research will be published as a book 
chapter with anU Press and in the journal amerasia, a leading 
journal in the study of Pacific islands’ diasporic communities. 
Richard Eves and Angela Kelly-Hanku will also seek to further 
disseminate the findings from the Mobile Men and Money project.
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3. Women’s Economic Empowerment

The poor development outcomes for many women in the region, 
and their high levels of economic exclusion, indicate a need to 
understand the driving factors that contribute to this situation. 
The broader development literature shows that the economic 
empowerment of women can have both positive and negative 
outcomes, including increases and decreases in levels of violence. 
Few studies have addressed this issue for the Pacific and what is 
reported is mostly anecdotal. research on the design of economic 
empowerment initiatives in order to minimise possible harm and 
to maximise positive gender equality outcomes is much needed 
and is currently being undertaken by ssGM scholars.

In 2013/14 ssGM, in collaboration between the international 
Women’s development agency (iWda), initiated a three-year multi-
country research project entitled, do no harm: Understanding the 
relationship between Women’s Economic Empowerment and 
violence against Women in Melanesia. 

The project commenced in February 2014, when four iWda 
staff from the Pacific Programs team joined the ssGM ‘do no 
harm’ research team, acFid staff, PnG dFaT Post staff, and 
researchers from solomon islands, and from Eastern highlands 
and Bougainville in PnG, to develop the research protocol. The 
solomon islands in-country data collection component of the ‘do 
no harm’ research commenced in June 2014 under the leadership 
of Richard Eves and Stephanie Lusby who mentored the local 
solomon islander researchers, Mary-Fay Maeni, Thompson 
Araia and Rose Martin (pictured below). Early research findings 
have been documented in a ssGM in Brief authored by richard 
Eves and iWda’s Joanne Crawford and in a short video which 
was awarded a prize from the Global Women’s institute at the We 
share science fair.

In 2014/15 we also expect to develop a long-term research 
activity within carE PnG’s Women and coffee program, with 
the potential to build in some opportunities for research capacity 
building for the carE PnG team. discussions are also underway 
with carE to identify a PnG case study which might be included 
in the next phase of the do no harm research. 

Do No Harm: Understanding the Relationship between Women’s Economic Empowerment and Violence against 
Women in Melanesia 

Do No Harm, a research collaboration between the International Women’s Development Agency and SSGM, explores the 
relationship between women’s economic inclusion and empowerment programs and violence against women in Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu and PNG. Do No Harm seeks answers to the problem of how to empower women to improve their livelihood 
security without compromising their safety, and to enumerate the diverse ways that women endeavour to overcome economic 
disadvantage. It focuses on a range of economic inclusion and empowerment initiatives that exist in the informal and formal 
economies, including community-based microfinance and banking initiatives, women’s business enterprises, donor-funded 
market projects, and women’s employment in the public sector and donor agencies.
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4. Health and HIV

research into health systems, access to health care and health-
seeking behaviour has significant utility for human and social 
development projects. health issues are closely related to other 
themes in our cluster, including mobility, gender, sexuality and 
empowerment. hiv is at epidemic levels in several countries in 
the region and response efforts are still struggling with complex 
conditions. research in this cluster addresses some of the 
complex issues in delivering culturally appropriate and effective 
strategies to address health and hiv in the region. 

In 2013/14 Jenny Munro completed postdoctoral research on 
cultural approaches to hiv Prevention and care in Wamena, 
Papua, including a separate but related sub-project on hiv 
among pregnant mothers. The research investigated indigenous 
ways of engaging Papuans in hiv testing and treatment in the 
highlands town. The results will strengthen local practice, and 
inform provincial and national hiv strategies. 

Developing Local Responses to HIV in West Papua 

As part of her postdoctoral research Jenny Munro has been engaged in three collaborative projects at two sites in West Papua, 
seeking to better understand local HIV responses and contribute practical outcomes for addressing the HIV epidemic. The 
main findings from her research include the need to investigate and mobilise indigenous-led approaches to HIV prevention and 
treatment; the need to respond to ethnic and cultural tensions in the delivery of HIV services; and, the need for development 
partners to incorporate gender and indigenous equity agendas into their activities.

The indigenous hiv intervention strategy for Tanah Papua 
project is a way of mobilising local knowledge and translating 
this expertise into policy action. Jenny has also sought to raise 
awareness concerning the cultural and political complexities of 
hiv in West Papua, giving a presentation in the ssGM seminar 
series, publishing a paper in the ssGM Working Paper series, 
and producing a series of scholarly publications. she has also 
been involved in developing important hiv research and capacity 
development initiatives in West Papua. 

Ellen Kulumbu, our first Phd candidate from Papua new 
Guinea, joined ssGM in July 2013. Ellen brings with her 10 
years experience at the World Bank, asian development Bank, 
European Union and ausaid in PnG. her Phd project, entitled 
determinants for demand and delivery of health services in 
Papua new Guinea: Maternal and child health, will examine why 
the declining health indicators in PnG, particularly maternal and 
child health outcomes, do not correlate with the country’s stable 
economic growth and increasing public health expenditure and 
investments. 

In 2014/15 Jenny Munro will be part of an international team 
holding a Tanah Papua hiv/aids Workshop to contribute to 
the development of a Papuan-led hiv prevention and treatment 
strategy. Jenny’s hiv research activities have resulted in several 
seminars, radio interviews, and public engagement articles with 
further academic publications expected. The coming year will see 
Ellen Kulumbu commence her doctoral fieldwork in PnG, and 
we look forward to seeing her research connect with the Politics 
of service delivery project, being undertaken by Colin Wiltshire 
and Julien Barbara in the Politics, Elections, leadership and 
Governance research cluster.
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5. Witchcraft and Sorcery Related Violence
in Melanesia

Belief in sorcery and witchcraft is a significant cause of fear and 
insecurity in contemporary Melanesia. such beliefs are not new to 
the region, however commentators are of the view that new forms 
of sorcery are proliferating along with attacks on alleged sorcerers 
and witches. Men, often young men, are almost invariably the 
perpetrators. Further investigation of these developments is of 
critical importance and is currently being undertaken by ssGM 
scholars. Our research is framed around four related activities: 
mapping sorcery and witchcraft beliefs; documenting sorcery 
and witchcraft related violence; exploring regulatory responses to 
sorcery and witchcraft allegations; and aiding the development of 
culturally appropriate interventions. 

Draft National Action Plan to Address Sorcery Accusation–Related Violence in PNG 

The draft action plan produced at the workshop adopts a comprehensive approach. It involves a number of government 
ministries and their departments, including the Department of Health, the Department of Education, the Royal Papua New 
Guinea Constabulary, the Department for Community Development and Religion, and DJAG. It also includes a range of non-
government organisations, such as Oxfam, the Highlands Human Rights Defenders, the Family and Sexual Violence Action 
Committee’s networks, church organisation networks, and international development partners, such as DFAT and the United 
Nations.

The plan has five core areas: legal and protection, health, advocacy and communication, care and counselling, and research. 
Each area contains a few key recommendations and sets out concrete activities to be taken in both the short and medium 
term to implement the recommendations. The action plan also allocates specific responsibilities to particular departments and 
organisations, establishes time frames, and highlights the resources (human and financial) that are necessary or available to 
implement them.

In 2013/14 Richard Eves collaborated with Angela Kelly-
Hanku (PnG institute of Medical research & school of Public 
health & community Medicine, UnsW) on the research project 
sorcery and Witchcraft-related accusations and violence: 
Understanding the Perpetrators. The research aims to describe 
the worldview of the perpetrators and the factors that spur 
attacks, as an essential basis for planning effective prevention 
strategies. as part of this project richard spent a month 
(november and december 2013) researching perpetrators 
involved in attacks on alleged witches in the Eastern highlands 
Province of PnG. Preliminary findings have been presented in an 
ssGM seminar and published as an ssGM in Brief. 

Over the past year or so Miranda Forsyth has enthusiastically 
embraced research around the regulation of sorcery and 
Witchcraft related Practices in Melanesia. in addition to convening 
the highly successful sorcery and Witchcraft related Killings: 
culture, law and human rights Perspectives conference with 
richard Eves, held at the anU in June 2013, she co-organised a 
follow-up conference convened by the department of Justice and 
attorney General (dJaG) and the consultative implementation 
and Monitoring committee’s Family and sexual violence action 
committee (Fsvac). This conference was held at the University 
of Goroka in december 2013. Key contributions were made by 
ssGM scholars, Miranda Forsyth, Richard Eves, Nicole Haley 
and Kerry Zubrinich. since the conference Miranda has worked 
on the development of a draft national action Plan to address 
sorcery accusation–related violence in PnG (see below), which 
was submitted to the PnG national Executive council. 

In 2014/15 the academic papers presented at both of these 
conferences will be published as a book edited by Miranda 
Forsyth and richard Eves, entitled sorcery and Witchcraft 
in Melanesia: Problems and responses. Miranda is currently 
seeking funding to undertake the research called for in the draft 
national action Plan.
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6. Exploring Social and Cultural Change

This project explores the various ways in which social and cultural 
landscapes in Melanesia, Timor Leste and the broader Pacific are 
being reconfigured: through new forms of Christianity, the spread 
of new technologies — such as mobile phones and social media 
— and by the efforts of donor agencies to build local capacity. 

In 2013/14 Sarah Logan commenced several new research 
initiatives that focus on the political and social impact of mobile 
phones and social media in the region. The first of these involves 
a project on the influence of mobile phones on voting patterns in 
the Solomon Islands. Sarah has also initiated collaborations with 
emerging scholars in PNG and Fiji. 

The early findings from this research have been presented at 
international conferences and in Australia — including a well-
attended panel at SSGM’s 2014 State of the Pacific Conference 
and published in the SSGM In Brief series. Sarah is also working 
closely with new PhD student Asha Titus to analyse the use of 
social media in protest activity in PNG. This research analysed 
thousands of Facebook posts and tweets in an effort to understand 
whether online activity influences offline protest activity.  

John Cox has actively sought to disseminate the findings arising 
from his doctoral research in academic journal articles, through an 
SSGM and Anthropology departmental seminar, by presenting at 
the 2014 State of the Pacific Conference and through two SSGM 
In Briefs. 

This work emerges from his ongoing research into the social impact 
of ‘fast money schemes’ in PNG and Solomon Islands, particularly 
the influence of the Pentecostal Christian ‘prosperity gospel’ in 

allowing such scams to proliferate. John is currently finalising 
a scholarly monograph based on his (2012) PhD dissertation 
to further examine the ways in which middle-class Papua New 
Guineans are responding to ideas of personal investment and 
economic development. 

As part of her ongoing interest in local experiences of development 
and governance in West Papua, including tensions and hierarchies, 
Jenny Munro has co-edited and contributed a chapter to the 
volume From ‘Stone Age’ to ‘Real Time’: Exploring Papuan 
Temporalities, Mobilities and Religiosities, which is to be published 
by ANU Press in 2014. The volume explores contemporary 
social, political and religious life in West Papua, and delivers new 
understandings on topics such as Papuan nationalism, state 
violence, (post)colonial power asymmetries, developments in 
Christianity and Islam as well as in the fields of education and 
health. It makes a substantial contribution to our understanding of 
Papua — in particular how issues of primitivism, otherness, and 
racism continue to play an important role in how the region and 
its people are treated, interact with, and are incorporated into the 
nation state.

In 2014/15 Sarah Logan will continue to examine the influence 
of mobile phones on voting patterns in the Solomon Islands. This 
project will be conducted as part of the SSGM-led 2014 Solomon 
Island elections observation. In addition Julien Barbara and John 
Cox in collaboration with Michael Leach of Swinburne University 
will continue to explore middle classes formation in the region. 
Their project utilises political settlements theory to examine 
the political and developmental values of the middle classes in 
PNG, Solomon Islands and Timor Leste. John Cox also intends 
initiating a related project that will examine the social meanings of 
development ‘buzzwords’ such as ‘capacity building’. 
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A core priority of the Australian aid program is 
economic diplomacy and private sector growth. 
The Livelihoods, Rural Development and Extractive 
Industries research cluster is progressing research 
on this through its examination of the basic livelihood 
needs of Pacific peoples, which is largely driven by 
the private sectors. We examine the opportunities 
and constraints facing the large rural majority, and 
how extractive resource industries not only provide 
opportunities but also impact negatively upon rural 
populations and urban dwellers. Research within the 
cluster is organised around five key themes.

1. Land and Agrarian Change 
land issues lie at the heart of these questions and cut across 
the cluster’s work. Our research seeks to better understand the 
intra-household and intra-community dimensions of change in 
rural communities, including the gendered impacts of changing 
land use. how do these processes affect livelihoods and food 
security? how do disparities in livelihoods contribute to conflict 
and violence? What roles do regulation, institutions, state and 
private sector actors play in these dynamics? 

Melanesia’s Violent Environments: Extractive Resource Industries, Agrarian Change and Conflict in the Western 
Pacific, Matt Allen’s DECRA project, focuses on a poorly understood dimension of the relationships between mining, violence 
and political fragmentation in Island Melanesia, namely the role of agrarian change and patterns of socioeconomic inequality 
at different geographical scales. A key aim is to contribute to developing policy approaches minimising risks of violence, while 
also offering new theoretical insights on the complex global phenomenon of ‘resource conflict.’ With conceptual foundations 
in political and economic geography, the project  involves the collation and analysis of existing data on spatial patterns of 
socioeconomic inequality, as well as ethnographic fieldwork at a number of sites on Bougainville and in Solomon Islands.   

In 2013/14 Matt Allen collaborated with Oxfam australia and anU 
colleagues Colin Filer and Siobhan McDonnell to convene a 
two-day workshop on contemporary Melanesian land issues at the 
University of sydney. The workshop followed on from a successful 
session on land held at the 2013 state of the Pacific conference. 
ssGM doctoral candidate Michelle Rooney presented at the 
workshop. summary outcomes were subsequently considered at 
an in-house dFaT seminar. land was also a focus of a session at 
the 2014 state of the Pacific conference, including presentations 
on women and land in solomon islands, vanuatu’s new land laws, 
and PnG’s commission of inquiry into special agricultural and 
Business leases. 

Pyone Myat Thu continues to collaborate with debra Judge 
(University of Western australia) on an australian research council 
(arc) discovery project examining the socio-ecological influences 
on children’s growth in rural Timor-leste, while ssGM doctoral 
candidate Meabh Cryan is building on her already extensive work 
in Timor-leste to study the political economy of land reform in that 
country.

The highlight for the year was Matt Allen’s award of a highly 
prestigious three-year arc discovery Early career research 
award (dEcra) to research agrarian change, extractive 
resources and political change in island Melanesia. Earlier this 
year he conducted preliminary solomon islands fieldwork. Matt 
presented on his project at the institute of australian Geographers 
conference in July 2014. 

In 2014/15 Matt Allen will conduct the next phase of fieldwork 
under his dEcra project, undertaking a four-week trip to 
Bougainville and fieldwork with doctoral candidate Lincy 
Pendeverana in the solomon islands. along with colleagues Tim 
Sharp and Pyone Myat Thu, he is collaborating with George 
Curry and Gina Koczberski (curtin University) to develop an arc 
discovery application investigating access to and exclusion from 
land in Melanesia, and the impacts on livelihoods, food security 
and conflict. 

l i v E l i h O O d s ,  r U r a l  d E v E l O P M E n T 
&  E x T r a c T i v E  i n d U s T r i E s  r E s E a r c h 
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2. Population Growth and Food Security

This research explores the relationship between population 
growth and food security. Preliminary analysis of the 2011 PnG 
national census indicates population growth rates of 2.9% per 
annum, which if maintained will see a population of 14 million by 
2045. This projected population increase will present significant 
challenges for both the PnG government and development 
partners. 

research in the cluster investigates the capacity of Melanesian 
countries (PnG and solomon islands in particular) to meet their 
food security needs, providing the evidence base for sound policy 
making on rural livelihoods, where 80 per cent of the population 
continue to live. 

in 1996 Bryant Allen and Mike Bourke in collaboration with 
robin hide and the late Geoff humphreys created a Geographical 
information system — a linked map and database — on PnG’s 
agriculture systems known as the Mapping agricultural systems 
Project (MasP). 

In 2013/14 efforts were begun to make MasP accessible on the 
internet, so that it is more readily available to those in the region, 
including PnG policy-makers. Bryant Allen and Mike Bourke 
have used MasP and the PnG natural resources information 
system to produce a number of books and articles on food 
production and food security in PnG. The most recent is Food 
and agriculture in Papua new Guinea (2009) which is available 
free over the internet, from anU Press. 
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The Bougainville Small-Scale and Illegal Mining research project is the first major research project to attempt a detailed 
analysis of the social and economic context of small-scale mining anywhere in PNG. Initial research has been conducted by 
co-investigators, Anthony Regan and Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh, and two Bougainvillean research assistants, Dennis Kikira and 
Boniface Wadari. It indicates that small-scale mining already occurs in about forty areas, many with quite different patterns 
of access and operation, involves 6,000 or more miners, and generates perhaps K75 million per year in income to miners. 
While the industry certainly brings significant economic benefits to parts of rural Bougainville, it is at the cost of some serious 
health, safety and environmental problems. Widespread and unsafe use of mercury is probably the most serious problem. 
Following a highly successful stakeholder workshop involving 35 miners from many parts of Bougainville. The research will 
involve extended interviews with 150 to 200 miners, intended to generate a detailed picture of the industry. One output will be 
a set of recommendations to the Bougainville government for a regulatory regime appropriate to the unique circumstances of 
post-conflict Bougainville. 

3. Extractive Industries

Our extractive industries research focusses on the interaction 
of companies, states, and landowners, and looks not only 
at the impacts of corporate actors involved in major projects, 
but also those of small-scale miners, notably in Bougainville. it 
includes work on: sources of tension between landowners and 
companies; benefit distribution; challenges to state ownership 
of minerals; extractive industry induced political fragmentation; 
interaction between extractive industry impacts and pre-existing 
sources of inequality (such as access to education and land); 
corporate social responsibility; and political economy changes 
resulting from increased (actual or proposed) reliance on resource 
extraction in PnG, Bougainville, new caledonia, Papua, Timor-
leste and Fiji.

Anthony Regan continues to be involved in implementing the 
Bougainville Peace agreement, inclusive of negotiations on its 
financial arrangements, consultations about the future of large-
scale mining in Bougainville, and assistance developing the aBG’s 
mining legislation. he also commenced with Professor Ciaran 
O’Faircheallaigh (Griffith University) an australian development 
research award (adra) funded project on small-scale and illegal 
Mining in Bougainville, a growing industry that began in the late 
1990s.

In 2013/14 Shaun Gessler commenced his doctoral studies. 
his research examines the social and environmental impacts of 
chinese-run ramu nickel mine in PnG. Matt Allen undertook 
further work for the World Bank Justice for the Poor program 
on the transition from logging to mining and possible future 
assistance to the mining sector in solomon islands, while Kylie 
McKenna worked to disseminate the findings from her recently 
awarded Phd thesis on the relationship between post-conflict 
peace-building and corporate social responsibility in the resource 
sector. 

Matt Allen convened the land, resources and state Formation 
session of the 2014 state of the Pacific conference. Key 
presentations included a joint paper by Matt allen and ssGM 
Adjunct Professor Doug Porter concerning the political economy 
of the anticipated shift from logging to mining in solomon islands 
and one by anthony regan on the development of Bougainville’s 
new mining law.

In 2014/15 Anthony Regan and Ciaran O’Faircheallaigh will 
conduct further research as part of their adra-funded project, 
while Anita Togolo, who joined ssGM in late 2013 as a research 
assistant on this project, will conduct her own Phd fieldwork, 
examining the impacts of matriliny on small scale mining, and the 
impacts of such mining on matriliny. 
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4. Migration and Settlement

The broad patterns and drivers of rural-to-rural and rural-to-
urban migration are well understood. People move from places 
with difficult environments, poor services and limited economic 
opportunities, to those with more productive environments, better 
service and a greater range of economic opportunities. 

Previous studies of migration and settlement (Guadalcanal, 
West New Britain oil palm in PNG, and parts of rural Timor Leste 
recovering from forced displacement) have shed light on how 
migrant-settlers obtain and maintain access to land, livelihood 
strategies, and dynamics of intra- and inter-group land and natural 
resource conflicts. 

Livelihood strategies of peri-urban and urban settlers, and 
dislocated or resettled groups are an important dimension of the 
cluster’s research. As Timor Leste and the Melanesian countries 
gain access to regional labour markets new research examining 
the challenges for participating countries is needed. 

In 2013/14 Pyone Myat Thu carried out collaborative research 
on the impacts of remittances and skills gained by Timorese 
workers through their participation in the Australia’s Seasonal 
Workers Program. The research resulted in an SSGM In Brief. She 
and Roannie Ng Shiu also conducted cross-cultural awareness 
training at the 2014 Seasonal Workers Program Conference, was 
attended by Australian government officials, approved employers 
and partner country representatives. 

Pyone also worked to disseminate the findings from her doctoral 
research which examined the rebuilding of livelihoods by Timorese 
refugees repatriated from Indonesia. Her research highlights 
continued illegal cross-border movement among communities 
affected by the 1999 conflict attempting to maintain and reconcile 
kinship ties. 

The past year also saw SSGM doctoral candidate Michelle 
Rooney conduct extended fieldwork on livelihoods and survival 
strategies in Port Moresby’s ATS settlement. Preliminary findings 
from her research on access to land and security were presented 
at the 2014 PNG Update, while her research on the challenges 
of accessing water in the same settlement were presented at the 
2014 State of the Pacific Conference. 

https://www.academia.edu/7737164/_Access_to_water_in_a_Port_Moresby_settlement_State_of_the_Pacific_Conference_18-19_June_ANU_Canberra_Australia_State_Society_and_Governance_in_Melanesia_
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5. Economic Activity in Melanesia

Much of the private sector growth in the region is driven by people 
in the informal sector. research on smallholder engagement 
with oil palm and other export cash crops in PnG and solomon 
islands, village-based business enterprises in PnG, and PnG’s 
thriving trade in fresh food and betel nut, highlights that these 
form the basis of economic activity in Melanesia. research in the 
cluster examines the factors that either encourage or constrain 
locally-based economic activities, allowing policy-makers to 
promote more effective and sustainable development. 

The betel nut trade is big business in PNG. The sale of betel nut, an indigenous stimulant, is an important livelihood activity 
for a large and increasing number of people, rural and urban, lowland and highland, with around a third of rural households 
and a quarter of urban households earning some income from the trade. Betel nut is the country’s most important domestic 
cash crop, and its contribution to household incomes rivals that of the most important export cash crops (coffee, cocoa and 
oil palm). Nevertheless the trade in betel nut is routinely overlooked and undervalued by policy makers and commentators on 
the PNG economy. Tim Sharp’s research is the first detailed account of this flourishing, indigenous and contemporary trade 
and allows policy-makers to understand the dynamics of economic activity.

In 2013/14 Tim Sharp and Bryant Allen convened sessions 
on Experiments in Markets and services, and on Markets and 
Mobility, at the 2014 state of the Pacific conference, involving 
speakers from the region. Tim sharp presented on the rise of 
intermediaries in Melanesian marketplaces, and Michelle Rooney 
on water access. 

Tim sharp disseminated his research on the betel nut trade, 
through publications and by presenting papers at two key 
australian conferences.

The socio-cultural dimensions of economic activity is central 
to Anthony Regan’s adra-funded research project on small 
scale and illegal Mining in Bougainville (see above) and features 
in Pyone Myat Thu’s ongoing research on translocal livelihoods 
in Timor-leste and Matt Allen’s work on oil palm production in 
solomon islands. 
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In October 2013 SSGM assumed responsibility for 
managing the Centre for Democratic Institutions 
(CDI), an Australian-Government funded develop-
ment program that supports the efforts of 
democracies in the Asia-Pacific region to strengthen 
their political systems. The relationship between CDI 
and SSGM provides a unique opportunity for CDI 
to draw on SSGM’s deep knowledge and expertise 
of political governance issues in Melanesia and 
the wider Pacific, to inform the development of 
well-targeted and effective training programs 
for democratic stakeholders across the region, 
including parliamentarians, civil society groups and 
political parties and candidates.

In 2013/14 CDI delivered a broad range of training programs 
across its key partner countries in the Pacific — PNG, Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu and Fiji. In Fiji, CDI is collaborating with the 
Australian and Victorian Parliaments to implement a suite of 
activities that support the reestablishment of the Fiji Parliament, 
in anticipation of a return to parliamentary democracy following 
democratic elections to be held in September 2014. 

Fiji Parliamentary Strengthening

As Fiji transitions to a new national parliament, CDI is supporting the parliament to establish the procedures and systems 
required for an effective modern legislature. CDI is collaborating with the Australian and Victorian Parliaments to implement 
a suite of activities that support the reestablishment of the Fiji Parliament. Activities under the tripartite collaboration have 
included an infrastructure needs assessment of the Fiji parliamentary building and training workshops for intending candidates 
designed to strengthen their understanding of the role of an MP and the parliamentary secretariat. Other activities to be 
implemented include the development of a human resource strategy and conducting a training needs assessment, induction 
and ongoing parliamentary skills training for newly elected MPs, and the development of a parliamentary community outreach 
strategy.

PNG Political Party Training 

CDI continues to work in partnership with the PNG Integrity of Political Parties and Candidates Commission (IPPCC) to 
support the implementation of its Learning and Development Plan for Political Parties. Since 2013, CDI has worked with 
IPPCC to deliver a series of workshops designed to strengthen and professionalise PNG political parties. The workshop 
series is a component of IPPCC’s five year Learning and Development Plan that aims to build the capacity of party officials 
so that senior party officials can better manage and administer their parties; party members have greater opportunities to 
play active roles within political parties; and voters have a clearer understanding of parties’ policies in the lead up to the 2017 
election. The topics of the 2014 workshops have been identified by CDI and the Registrar of Political Parties and have included 
party policy development, developing a supporter base, fundraising, administering a parliamentary party, information on the 
proposed reforms to the Organic Law on the Integrity of Political Party and Candidates (OLIPPAC) and party viability outside 
parliament. The remaining workshops for 2014 will address political party financial administration, involving treasurers from 
some of PNG’s established parties as facilitators, and political parties’ management of internal relations between parliamentary 
representatives, party executive and membership. MPs will be invited to attend the September IPPCC workshop in response 
to participating political party officials’ requests that their parties’ MPs be included in the training. 

In PNG, CDI has supported the Integrity of Political Parties and 
Candidates Commission to deliver a series of workshops to 
support political parties with campaigning and policy development 
(see previous page). 

Working closely with SSGM staff, CDI has also undertaken 
policy-relevant research to inform the development of training 
and other support programs. In Solomon Islands, Terence 
Wood has finalised a policy paper on the factors affecting the 
election prospects of women candidates at national elections. 
Julien Barbara and Warwick Connell wrote a policy brief on the 
relevance of political settlement theory to the development of 
better targeted donor support for political systems in the pacific. 
CDI is now collaborating with other donors to help develop more 
effective training activities for women candidates that respond to 
the challenging circumstances they face in isolated electorates 
over the course of the electoral cycle. 

In 2014/15 CDI will continue to provide tailored training programs 
to key democratic stakeholders across the region. CDI will  
develop a new training program focused on timely and better 
targeted support for women candidates. CDI’s Hannah McMahon 
is developing a policy note on the implications of Solomon Islands’ 
political party integrity legislation. CDI will also participate in a large 
scale election observation project in Solomon Islands for the 2014 
national elections. This project will be led by Julien Barbara and 
Nicole Haley. In PNG, CDI will help the Australian aid program 
develop a targeted electoral engagement strategy. CDI will also 
work closely with the Suva-based Pacific Leadership Program to 
undertake research on developmental leadership and democracy, 
to inform donor support for regional leaders to work within 
democratic spaces across the region to progress reform.

C e N T r e  F o r  D e M o C r A T I C 
I N S T I T u T I o N S
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SSGM regularly publishes its research and analysis 
on topics of interest to academics, policy‐makers 
and development practitioners interested in 
contemporary Melanesia, Timor‐Leste, and the 
wider Pacific. Our publication output in 2013/14 
is the largest annual output for the organisation to 
date. This comprises publications produced in our 
own series’ and works produced as more traditional 
academic publications. More information on all our 
published work in 2013/14 is listed below.

SSGM Discussion Paper series

Our flagship publication, the SSGM Discussion 
Paper series, has been in existence since 1996 with 
over 120 papers produced in that time. Papers in the 
series provide commentary and analysis on social, 
political, and development issues in the region. All 
SSGM discussion papers are available online at 
<http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/publications/recent- 
discussion-papers>. In 2013/14 SSGM added the fol-
lowing 12 Discussion Papers to the series:  

DP 2013-01: Recent Challenges to Nation-Building in 
Kanaky New Caledonia 
David Chappell – University of Hawai‘i 

This paper examines recent episodes in the quest for a ‘common 
destiny’ that the Noumea Accord prescribed for the French-ruled 
Pacific island country of Kanaky New Caledonia. Tensions over 
the issue of independence have long polarised Kanak and migrant 
communities, and in the 1980s caused a Kanak revolt. Despite 
the country’s regained autonomy and efforts at nation-building, 
divisive memories and competitive politics test the negotiating 
skills of local leaders as well as the colonial borders and state 
structures imposed on Oceanian societies.

DP 2013-02: Household Vulnerability and Resilience to 
Shocks: Findings from Solomon Islands and Vanuatu 
Simon Feeny – RMIT University, Lachlan McDonald – RMIT 
University, May Miller-Dawkins – New York University, Jaclyn 
Donahue and Alberto Posso – RMIT University.

This paper examines the vulnerability and resilience of Pacific 
Island Countries to shock, before presenting the findings of 
research conducted at the household level in Solomon Islands 
and Vanuatu. Pacific Island Countries represent a diverse group of 
countries, but they are often referred to as being among the most 
vulnerable in the world. This reflects their considerable exposure 
to the effects of natural hazards and economic shocks as well as 
their limited ability to manage them. 

DP 2013-03: Spiritual ‘Capacity’? Overseas Religious 
Missions in RAMSI-Era Solomon Islands 
Debra McDougall – University of Western Australia

Taking the notion of ‘capacity building’ as a focus, this discussion 
paper explores the nexus of overseas Christian missions and 
secular development agendas during the era of the Regional 
Assistance Mission to Solomon Islands (RAMSI). Drawing on an 
interview with a neo-Pentecostal pastor in Honiara, the paper 
explores how his overtly spiritual solutions to the country’s 
problems seem to be at odds with secular developmental goals, 
even as he likened his work to capacity-building. 

DP 2013-04: Ni-Vanuatu in the Recognised Seasonal 
Employer Scheme: Impacts at Home and Away
Rochelle Bailey – University of Otago 

In 2007, New Zealand introduced the Recognised Seasonal 
Employer Scheme. The scheme recruits workers from Pacific 
Island States for New Zealand’s horticulture and viticulture 
sectors. It is also designed to encourage economic development 
in the Pacific. The author conducted research in Central Otago 
New Zealand, and Ambrym in Vanuatu, documenting the mobile 
livelihoods of ni-Vanuatu involved in the scheme, examining flows 
of goods, money, people and social remittances. This paper 
reflects on a number of social and economic dynamics that 
workers, employers and communities experience in cross border 
labour schemes. 

P U B L I C A T I O N S

http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/publications/recent-discussion-papers
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/publications/recent-discussion-papers
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DP 2013-05: Building Peace in Bougainville: Measuring 
Recovery Post-Conflict  
Satish Chand – ADFA/University of NSW 

This paper documents the socioeconomic status of the 
Autonomous Region of Bougainville and the extent of rebound in 
investment and access to services since the cessation of conflict 
there in 1997. Data on the level of income, the age profile of the 
population, the level of access to basic services, and levels of 
investment in residential housing were collected via a household-
level survey that was administered in the four major urban centres. 
This data shows that per capita income has rebounded to 40 per 
cent of the pre-conflict level; approximately half of the population 
is aged less than 20 years; and one-third of school age children 
are not attending school.

DP 2013-06: Political Status and Development: The 
Implications for Australian Foreign Policy Towards 
the Pacific Islands
Stewart Firth – SSGM 
In the Pacific Islands, independent countries have poorer 
development outcomes than those that remain territories or 
continue to have a constitutional link to a metropolitan state. 
The disparities between living standards in dependent and 
independent Pacific countries remain as large as ever — indeed 
they are probably growing. This paper examines the situation 
not only of Pacific territories but also of the region’s five freely 
associated states.

DP 2013-07: Conservation Complexities: Conser-
vationists’ and Local Landowners’ Different Per-
ceptions of Development and Conservation in 
Sandaun Province, Papua New Guinea
Marianne Pedersen

In Papua New Guinea, a diverse political and cultural landscape 
made up of approximately 800 language and ethnic groups adds to 
the complexity of doing conservation. Cultural misunderstandings 
and conflicting agendas often lead to many well-intended 
conservation projects failing to meet project objectives. This paper 
looks at some of these conflicting aspirations.

DP 2013-08: The Strange Career of Commodore 
Frank Bainimarama’s 2006 Fiji Coup
Brij V. Lal – Australian National University 

What the future holds for Fiji is not at all clear, nor likely to be 
for some time, but it is now surely beyond dispute that the 20th 
century, with its assumptions and understandings about the 
nature and structure of Fiji’s political culture, effectively ended not 
in 2000, but in 2006 when Commodore Bainimarama executed 
his military coup. This paper seeks to understand the constellation 
of forces that served to consolidate the Commodore’s coup, 
which may provide some pointers for the future.

DP 2013-09: Political Governance and Service Deliv-
ery in Western Highlands Province, Papua New Guinea 
Joseph Ketan 

This paper provides a critical assessment of political governance 
and service delivery at the subnational level in Papua New Guinea. 
It examines the strengths and weaknesses of a particular province 
in order to make some broad statements about politics and 
governance in that country. The paper is written with the authority 
of having worked closely with politicians and administrators in 
planning and budgeting, policy formulation and implementation, 
and service delivery. 

DP 2013-10: Economic Transition in Solomon Islands 
Tobias Haque – World Bank 

This paper assesses the extent of economic transition in Solomon 
Islands since the tension and draws policy implications for the 
international community. While important advances in living 
standards have been achieved, there is little evidence of structural 
economic change that would be sufficient to support significant 
and sustainable improvements in growth.

DP 2014-01: Purging Parliament: A New Christian 
Politics in Papua New Guinea? 
Richard Eves, Nicole Haley, John Cox, RJ May, Phillip Gibbs, 
Francesca Merlan & Alan Rumsey

In late November 2013 it was reported in the Papua New Guinea 
press that the speaker of the country’s national parliament, 
Theodore Zurenuoc, had removed and destroyed a traditionally 
carved lintel from the facade of the iconic Parliament House and 
was in the process of removing a four-tonne group of carved 
posts from the Great Hall of the building. The authors of this paper 
provide an analysis of what these actions might mean for Papua 
New Guinean politics, and cultural and national identity. 

DP 2014-02: Translating Transitional Justice: The Solo- 
mon Islands Truth and Reconciliation Commission 
Louise Vella – University of New England  

This paper contends that although the Solomon Islands Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission (TRC) replicated the structure 
and operation of a truth commission based on a globalised 
and placeless theory of best practice in transitional justice, the 
TRC was not adequately contextualised or integrated with local 
approaches to reconciliation and peacebuilding and therefore fell 
short of its ambitious mandate. 
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SSGM In Brief series 

SSGM’s In Brief series was established in 2013 as 
part of an effort to make our research and analy-
sis more accessible to non-academic audiences. 
Primarily an online publication, the series presents 
academic research, commentary and analysis in a 
concise 2-page format, designed expressly for pol-
icy-makers and development practitioners. SSGM’s 
In Briefs are available at <http://ips.cap.anu.edu.
au/ssgm/publications/in-brief-series>. SSGM pro-
duced 32 In Briefs in 2013/14:

IB 2013-03: The Australian Seasonal Worker 
Program: A Cross-Cultural Perspective 
Pyone Myat Thu & Roannie Ng Shiu 

IB 2013-04: Updating the State of the Pacific: Review 
of ‘Pacific Perspectives’ Week at the ANU 
Tess Newton Cain 

IB 2013-05: Solomon Islands in Transition 
Matthew Allen & Sinclair Dinnen 

IB 2013-06: Rethinking Transitional Justice: Lessons 
from East Timor 
Lia Kent 

IB 2013-07: Sustainability of Bougainville 
Kylie McKenna & Thiago Oppermann 

IB 2013-08: Corporate Social Responsibility plus 
Peace 
Kylie McKenna  

IB 2013-09: Writing Pacific Life Stories: Why It’s 
Important 

Jack Corbett, Jonathon Ritchie & Ceridwen Spark 

IB 2013-10: Fear and Loathing in Port Moresby: 
Chewing Over the Betel Nut Ban 
Tim Sharp

IB 2013-11: Women MPs in Samoa and Kiribati 
Kerryn Baker, Roannie Ng Shiu & Jack Corbett 

IB 2013-12: Sorcery and Witchcraft in Papua New 
Guinea: Problems in Definition 
Richard Eves 

IB 2013-13: The Australian Seasonal Workers 
Program: Timor-Leste’s Case 
Pyone Myat Thu & Ismenio Martins Da Silva  

IB 2013–14: More Than Just Policing: Police Reform 
in Post-Conflict Bougainville 
Sinclair Dinnen & Gordon Peake  

IB 2013-15: Reaching into the Bilum: Motherhood as 
a Source of Women’s Power in PNG 
Ceridwen Spark & Theresa Meki  

IB 2013-16: Economic Transition in Solomon Islands 
Tobias Haque

IB 2013-17: The Causes and Consequences of Local 
Voting in Solomon Islands 
Terence Wood

IB 2013-18: Labour Mobility and Solomon Islands 
Development 
David Craig & Richard Bedford

IB 2014-01: Migration and Rural–Urban Inequalities 
in Timor-Leste 
Andrew McWilliam

IB 2014-02: Women’s Representation and the Use of 
Reserved Seats in Bougainville 
Kerryn Baker 

IB 2014-03: Do No Harm: The Relationship Between 
Violence Against Women and Women’s Economic 
Empowerment in the Pacific 
Richard Eves & Joanne Crawford

http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/publications/in-brief-series
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/publications/in-brief-series
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IB 2014-04: Witch-Hunts in Papua New Guinea’s 
Eastern Highlands Province: A Fieldwork Report 

Richard Eves & Angela Kelly-Hanku 

IB 2014-05: Timor-Leste: Challenges to the 
Consolidation of Democracy 
Rui Graça Feijó 

IB 2014-06: ‘Grassroots’, ‘Elites’ and the New 
‘Working Class’ of Papua New Guinea
John Cox

IB 2014-07: Fake Money, Bougainville Politics and 
International Scammers 
John Cox 

IB 2014-08: Creative Commons Comes to the Pacific 
Islands 
Miranda Forsyth

IB 2014-09: Electoral Integrity, Citizens and ICT in 
Melanesia 
Sarah Logan

IB 2014-10: The Concept of Political Settlement in 
Development Policy, and Why It’s Useful. 
Sue Ingram 

IB 2014-11: Political Settlements and Effective 
Democratic Governance Programming in Melanesia 
Julien Barbara & Warwick Connell 

IB 2014-12: Political Settlement in Solomon Islands: 
A Political Economic Basis for Stability After RAMSI? 
David Craig & Doug Porter 

IB 2014-13: Timor-Leste’s Veterans’ Pension 
Scheme: Who Are the Beneficiaries and Who is 
Missing Out? 
Lia Kent & Joanne Wallis

IB 2014-14: Home-Brewed Alcohol, Gender, and 
Violence in the West Papuan Highlands 
Jenny Munro

IB 2014-15: Poverty Measurement: What’s Gender 
Got to Do With It? Findings From Fiji: Part 1 
Priya Chattier 

IB 2014-16: Transnational Crime in the Pacific —  
A Conversation Starter 
Gordon Peake & Sinclair Dinnen 

SSGM Working Paper series 

SSGM’s Working Paper series allows for rapid 
dissemination of research and knowledge. Items 
in the series include conference proceedings, 
speaking notes, early research findings and work-in-
progress. All Working Papers are available online at  
<http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/working-papers>. 
SSGM published the following eight pieces in this 
series in 2013/14:

WP 2013-01: Political Settlement in Solomon Islands: 
A Political Economic Basis for Stability After RAMSI?
David Craig & Doug Porter

WP 2013-02: Solomon Islands in Transition: 
Workshop Report
Sinclair Dinnen & Matthew Allen

WP 2014-01: Report From the Field: HIV/AIDS in 
West Papua, July–Sept 2013
Jenny Munro

WP 2014-02: Beneath the State: Chiefs of Santa 
Isabel, Solomon Islands, Coping and Adapting
Graham Baines

WP 2014-03: Sub-National Governance in Post-
RAMSI Solomon Islands
Debra McDougall

WP 2014-04: Opening Up to our Pacific Neighbours
Stewart Firth

WP 2014-05: For Sale: Analysis of Exclusion of 
People from Land in Melanesia and Directions 
Forward
Matthew Allen, Siobhan McDonnell, Colin Filer

WP 2014-06: Post 2015 Development Agenda: 
Progress and Challenges Regarding the Future 
Pacific Women Want
Priya Chattier 
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Academic Publications

In 2013/14 SSGM academic staff, PhD students, 
and visiting fellows published extensively, including 
the following scholarly works:  

Books

Politics, Development and Security in Oceania
David Hegarty & Darrell Tryon (eds)

ANU Press, 2013 

The chapters in this volume canvass political change and 
development across the Pacific Islands from a variety of 
perspectives, each contributing to the analysis of a region 
growing in complexity and in confidence. They fall neatly into three 
sections: Oceania and its Inheritance; Oceania – Current Needs 
and Challenges; and Oceania and its Wider Setting.

The new states of the Pacific have demonstrated considerable 
resilience, and in many cases, an extraordinary capacity to 
bounce back from difficulty and to maintain optimism for the 
future. The continuing professionalisation of public management 
across the region is building on that tradition. The growth of civil 
society organisations is also beginning to play a positive role in 
policy and implementation. Donors are becoming more coherent 
in their strategies, more attuned to the realities of generating 
development outcomes in small island states, and are beginning 
to acknowledge and map progress.

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential 
Voting in Papua New Guinea (Reprinted Edition)
R J May, Ray Anere, Nicole Haley, Katherine Wheen (eds)

ANU Press, 2013

Papua New Guinea’s general election in 2007 attracted particular 
interest for several reasons. Not only did it follow what was widely 
acknowledged as the country’s worst election ever, in 2002 (in 
which elections in six of the country’s 109 electorates were de-
clared to be ‘failed elections’), it was the first general election to 
be held under a new limited preferential voting system. It also fol-
lowed the first full parliamentary term under the Organic Law on 
the Integrity of Political Parties and Candidates, which had been 
introduced in 2001 in an attempt to strengthen political parties 
and create a greater degree of stability in the national parliament, 
and was the first election to embrace a ‘whole-of-government’ 
approach to electoral administration, through an Interdepartmen-
tal Electoral Committee. This volume provides an analysis of the 
2007 election, drawing on the work of a domestic monitoring 
team led by SSGM Convenor, Nicole Haley and Ray Anere of 
PNG’s National Research Institute. It addresses key issues such 
as voter education, electoral administration, election security, the 
role of political parties, women as candidates and voters, the shift 
to limited preferential voting, and HIV transmission, and provides 
detailed accounts of the election in a number of open and pro-
vincial electorates. 

Greed and Grievance: Ex-militants’ Perspectives on 
the Conflict in Solomon Islands, 1998-2003
Matthew Allen 

University of Hawaii Press, 2013 

This work offers important new perspectives on the violence and 
unrest that gripped Solomon Islands between late 1998 and 
mid-2003, a period known as the Ethnic Tension. Based on in-
depth interviews and documents associated with the ‘Tension 
Trials,’ it is the first detailed account of the conflict that engages 
directly with the voices of the men who joined the rival militant 
groups. These contemporary voices are presented against the 
backdrop of the socioeconomic and cultural history of Solomon 
Islands.

The findings provide a refreshing corrective to the pervasive fram-
ing of the Isatabu uprising and the Malaitan response as essen-
tially criminal and apolitical activities driven by the self-interest of 
those who participated in them. Alternative motives for the men 
who participated in the Solomons conflict are elucidated, fore-
most of which are their own conceptions of history and of the 
places of their respective peoples in the historical processes of 
colonization, development, and nation-building. Uneven develop-
ment, relative deprivation and rapid socioeconomic and cultural 
change are highlighted as salient structural causes of the unrest.
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Beloved Land: Stories, Struggles & Secrets from 
Timor-Leste 
Gordon Peake

Scribe Publications, 2013 

At the stroke of midnight on 20 May 2002, the Democratic 
Republic of Timor-Leste became the first new nation of the 21st 
century. From that moment, those who fought for independence 
in the jungle and from the soapbox have faced a challenge 
even bigger than shaking off Indonesian occupation: running 
a country of their own. Beloved Land picks up the story where 
world attention left off. Blending narrative history, travelogue, 
and personal reminiscences based on four years of living in the 
country, it shows the daunting hurdles that the people of Timor-
Leste must overcome to build a nation from scratch, and how 
much the international community has to learn if it is to help rather 
than hinder the process.

Beloved Land shows that the story of Timor-Leste as much more 
than the narrow litany of conflict and violence often presented in the 
media. Increasingly, it is becoming a story about the exploitation 
of oil and gas, and whether Timorese leaders can steward the 
revenues they receive from these resources to benefit a rapidly 
expanding population. It is also a story about international aid 
and its inadequacies. In just over a decade, over eight billion 
dollars have been spent in a territory half the size of Tasmania, but 
the majority of Timorese remain in deep poverty. Beloved Land 
explores the reasons why, and questions whether international 
help is providing any real benefits in Asia’s newest country.

Australians in Papua New Guinea 1960–1975

Ceridwen Spark, Seumas Spark, Christina Twomey 

University of Queensland Press, 2014

Australians in Papua New Guinea 1960–1975 provides a history 
of the late Australian years in Papua New Guinea through the eyes 
of thirteen Australian and four Papua New Guineans. The book 
presents the experiences of Australians who went to work in PNG 
over several decades before the 1970s. It begins with medical 
practitioners: Michael Alpers, Ken Clezy, Margaret Smith, Ian 
Maddocks and Anthony Radford (with accompanying reflections 
by wife, Robin) who grappled with complex medical issues in 
difficult surroundings. Other contributors—John Langmore, John 
Ley and Bill Brown—became experts in governance. The final 
group featured were involved in education and social change: Ken 
Inglis, Bill Gammage, and Christine Stewart. Papua New Guinean 
contributors: medical expert Sir Isi Henao Kevau, diplomats 
Charles Lepani and Dame Meg Taylor, and educator and politician 
Dame Carol Kidu further deepen the quality of this collection. A 
final reflection is provided by historian Jonathan Ritchie, himself 
part of an Australian family in PNG.

Securing Village Life: Development in Late Colonial 
Papua New Guinea
Scott MacWilliam 

ANU Press, 2013 

This book examines the significance of the modern idea of 
development for post-World War II Australian colonial policy. 
Australian officials emphasised the importance of bringing 
development for both the colony of Papua and the United Nations 
Trust Territory of New Guinea. The principal form that development 
took involved securing smallholders against the tendencies of 
other forms of capitalist development that might have separated 
households from land. In order to make household occupation of 
their holdings more secure and at higher standards of living, the 
colonial administration co-ordinated and supervised increases in 
production of crops and other agricultural produce. 

Contrary to suggestions that colonial policy and practice ignored 
indigenous agriculture and concentrated on plantation crops 
grown by international firms and expatriate owner-occupiers, the 
study shows how the main focus was instead upon increasing 
smallholder output for immediate consumption as well as for 
local and international markets. Simultaneously development 
stimulated increases in consumption, including of goods produced 
through manufacturing processes and imported into the colony. 
Only as Independence approached was the pre-eminence of the 
earlier focus upon smallholders weakened. In part the change 
occurred due to the political advance of the indigenous capitalist 
class and their allies seeking to extend their base in largeholding 
agriculture and related commercial activities. This advance and 
the uncertainty over which form of development would prevail 
once indigenes held state power in post-colonial Papua New 
Guinea stood in marked contrast to the definite direction pursued 
under the colonial administration of the 1950s and early 1960s.
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Book Chapters

Governing Renewable Resources in Weak States: 
The Case of Logging in Solomon Islands 

Matthew Allen

The Globalization of World Politics: Case Studies from Australia, 
New Zealand and the Asia Pacific (Third Edition), Oxford 
University Press 

Transforming the Neighbours? Australian 
Interventionism in the South Pacific 
Sinclair Dinnen

The Globalization of World Politics: Case Studies from Australia, 
New Zealand and the Asia Pacific (Third Edition), Oxford 
University Press

Contemporary Politics of the Pacific Islands
Stewart Firth

Europa Regional Surveys of the World — the Far East and 
Australasia 2014, Routledge

Security in the Pacific Islands 
Stewart Firth

Europa Regional Surveys of the World — the Far East and 
Australasia 2014, Routledge

Beyond ‘Pragmatism’ versus ‘Principle’: Ongoing 
Justice Debates in East Timor

Lia Kent

Transitional Justice in the Asia-Pacific, Cambridge University 
Press

Baias, Bisnis, and Betel Nut: The Place of Traders in 
the Making of a Melanesian Market
Timothy Sharp,

Engaging with Capitalism: Cases from Oceania, Emerald Group 
Publishing 

Living on the Edge of the World
Ceridwen Spark

Australians in Papua New Guinea 1960 – 1975, University of 
Queensland Press

Police Testimony and the Brewarrina Riot Trial
Kerry Zubrinich and Barry Morris

Protests, Land Rights and Riots, Aboriginal Studies Press

Chapters in Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited 
Preferential Voting in Papua New Guinea (2013)

Background to the 2007 Election: Political 
Developments
R J May and Ray Anere

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

Electoral Administration
Nicole Haley

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

Policing the Elections in Chimbu Province
Thomson Fafungian (SSGM Pacific Visitor)

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

Conducting and Securing Elections in a High Risk 
Setting: The Koroba-Lake Kopiago Experience
Chris Kenny and Nicole Haley

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

Assessing the Shift to Limited Preferential Voting
R J May, Katherine Wheen, and Nicole Haley

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013
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Religion, Politics and the Election in the Southern 
Highlands
Richard Eves

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

Guns, Money and Sex: Assessing the Impact of 
Electoral System Reform on Political Culture in 
Southern Highlands Province
Nicole Haley and Ben Dierikx

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

Results at any Cost? The Legacy of 2002 in Koroba-
Lake Kopiago Open Electorate
Nicole Haley

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

The Return of the Chief: East Sepik Provincial
R J May

Elections 2007: The Shift to Limited Preferential Voting in Papua 
New Guinea, ANU Press, 2013

Chapters in Politics, Development and Security in 
Oceania:

A Changing Oceania 
David Hegarty

Politics, Development and Security in Oceania, ANU Press, 2013 

Post-Colonial Political Institutions in the South 
Pacific Islands: A Survey 
Jon Fraenkel

Politics, Development and Security in Oceania, ANU Press, 2013 

The Military in Post-Colonial Fiji 
Jone Baledrokadroka

Politics, Development and Security in Oceania, ANU Press, 2013 

Rural Development: Back on the Agenda in the 
Western Pacific? 
Matthew G. Allen

Politics, Development and Security in Oceania, ANU Press, 2013 

How Relevant are European Models of Government 
to Pacific Island States? 
Jon Fraenkel

Politics, Development and Security in Oceania, ANU Press, 2013 
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Journal Articles 

Explaining the Outcome of Gender Quota Cam-
paigns in Samoa and Papua New Guinea 
Kerryn Baker, Political Science 66(1) 

From Intervention to Partnership: Prospects for 
Development Partnership in Solomon Islands After 
the RAMSI 
Julien Barbara, Asia & the Pacific Policy Studies 1(2) 

‘Everybody Knows Everybody’: Practising Politics in 
the Pacific Islands
Jack Corbett, Democratization (Online), 2013

Between Crisis and Persistence: Interpreting De-
mocracy Narratives in the Pacific Islands 
Jack Corbett, Political Science 65(2) 

Practising Reflection: Empathy, Emotion and Intu-
ition in Political Life Writing
Jack Corbett, Life Writing 11(3)

Profiling Politicians in Solomon Islands: Profession-
alisation of a Political Elite? 
Jack Corbett and Terence Wood  
Australian Journal of Political Science 48(3) 

‘A Calling From God’: Politicians and Religiosity in 
the Pacific Islands
Jack Corbett, Global Change, Peace & Security 25(3)

Politicians and Professionalization in the Pacific 
Islands: Revisiting Self-Regulation? 
Jack Corbett, Politics and Policy 41(6) 

The Promise of the 1970s: Ratu Mara on the World 
Stage
Jack Corbett and John Connell
The Round Table: The Commonwealth Journal of International 
Affairs 103(3)

‘But We Can’t Make Them Drink’: Understanding 
Community Ownership in the Namwera and Chipon-
de Afforestation Project
Jack Corbett, The Australasian Review of African Studies 35(1)

The Magic of Money and the Magic of the State: Fast 
Money Schemes in Papua New Guinea
John Cox, Oceania, 83(3) 

On the Repugnance of Customary Law 
Melissa Demian, Comparative Studies in Society and History 
56(2) 

More than Just Policing: Police Reform in Post-con-
flict Bougainville
Sinclair Dinnen and Gordon Peake, International Peacekeeping 
20(5) 

New Developments in the International Relations of 
the Pacific
Stewart Firth, Journal of Pacific History 48(3)

Fiji
Jon Fraenkel, The Contemporary Pacific 25(2) 

The Origins of Military Autonomy in Fiji: A Tale of 
Three Coups 
Jon Fraenkel, Australian Journal of International Affairs 
67(3) 

Resolving Conflict in Bipolar Societies: The Fate of 
Political settlements in Fiji and Northern Ireland
Jon Fraenkel with John Coakley, Political Science 66(1)

The Borda Count and its Real World Alternatives: 
Comparing Scoring Rules in Nauru and Slovenia
Jon Fraenkel, Australian Journal of Political Science 49(2)

Doing Well by Doing Good: The Impact of Foreign 
Aid on Foreign Public Opinion 
Benjamin E. Goldsmith, Yusaku Horiuchi, Terence Wood 
Quarterly Journal of Political Science, 9(1) 

Gains and Losses: African Australian Women and 
Higher Education 
Anne Harris, Ceridwen Spark, Mimmie Ngum Chi Watts 
Journal of Sociology, 2013  
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Narratives of Suffering and Endurance: Coercive 
Sexual Relationships, Truth Commissions and 
Possibilities for Gender Justice in Timor-Leste,                  
Lia Kent, International Journal of Transitional Justice, 8(2) 2014

National Identity in Fragile States: Insights from 
Tertiary Students in Melanesia and Timor-Leste           
Michael Leach, James Scambary, Matthew Clarke, Simon Feeny, 
Heather Wallace 
Commonwealth and Comparative Politics, 51(4) 

Refracted ‘Awareness’: Gendered Inter-
pretations of HIV and Violence Against 
Women Prevention in Papua New Guinea
Stephanie Lusby 
Intersections: Gender and Sexuality in Asia and the Pacific, (33) 

Agrarian Change and the Initial Develo-
ment of an Aboriginal Bourgeoisie in Australia     
Scott MacWilliam and A J Smith 
Journal of Agrarian Change, 2013

Strategic Outlook for Papua New Guinea 
R J May, Journal of the Royal United Services Institute of Austra-
lia, 64(2) 

Business and Peace: Lessons from Bougainville
Kylie McKenna, Business, Peace and Sustainable Development, 
2014(2) 

Why Should I Feed Her Less? Challenging Assump-
tions on Daughter Discrimination in the Food Pro-
visioning Values of Ultrapoor Bangladeshi Female 
Heads of Household
Jenny Munro & L MacIntyre, Women’s Studies International 
Forum, 45 

An Oceanic Revolution: Stella and the Construction 
of New Femininities in Papua New Guinea and the 
Pacific 
Ceridwen Spark, Australian Journal of Anthropology, 25(1) 

Humble Beginnings: From Lalaura to the Board 
Rooms of PNG. The Story of Dr Evelyn Lavu 
Ceridwen Spark, Papua New Guinea Medical Journal, 56(1-2) 

Turning Negatives into Positives: The Life and Work 
of Naomi Yupae 
Ceridwen Spark, Papua New Guinea Medical Journal, 56(1-2) 

Papua New Guinean Women in Health and Medicine: 
Celebrating Women’s Achievements  
Ceridwen Spark, Papua New Guinea Medical Journal, 56(1-2) 

The Barriers That Only You Can See: African Australian 
Women Thriving in Tertiary Education Despite the Odds
Anne Harris, Mimmie Claudine Ngum Chi, Ceridwen Spark 
Multidisciplinary Journal of Gender Studies, 2(2)

Other Publications

Justice Delivered Locally: Systems, Challenges and 
innovations in Solomon Islands
Matthew Allen, Sinclair Dinnen, Daniel Evans, and Rebecca 
Monson
The World Bank, August 2013 

Political Settlements: Old Wine in New Bottles? 
Björn Dressel & Sinclair Dinnen 
Development Policy Centre Policy Brief No. 9

Show Me the Money: An Analysis of New Zealand 
ODA Expenditure 2002 to 2011 
Terence Wood & Joanna Spratt 
Development Policy Centre Discussion Paper No. 30

Debating Ten Years of RAMSI 
Terence Wood & Stephen Howes (Eds) 
Development Policy Centre Report 

Why Can’t Women Win? Impediments to Female 
Electoral Success in Solomon Islands 
Terence Wood
Centre for Democratic Institutions Discussion Paper 2014(1) 
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In 2013/14 SSGM held several major events, 
the largest of which was the State of the Pacific 
Conference, opened by Hon. Julie Bishop, Minister 
for Foreign Affairs. In total we conducted seven 
major workshops or conferences (three of which 
were conducted in the region), two research 
capacity building workshops, 30 seminars, six book 
launches, and one documentary film screening. 
Our events were attended by academics, policy-
makers, development practitioners, and most 
importantly, by participants from across the region. 
As part of a broader strategy to ensure more 
effective dissemination of our research to audiences 
in the Pacific, we will endeavour to conduct more 
conferences, workshops, and public lectures in 
country in the next year.   

More information on the major events that SSGM carried out in 
2013/14 is listed below. 

Solomon Islands in Transition Workshop: 
4–5 November 2013 
This workshop was held at the ANU and jointly funded by the 
ANU and DFAT. Speakers included two Provincial Premiers, 
senior public servants and civil society representatives, Solomon 
Islander and other scholars as well as development practitioners, 
many from the World Bank and DFAT. Opened by His Excellency 
Mr Beraki Jino, former Solomon Islands High Commissioner 
to Australia, the event attracted 120 participants from across 
academia and the policy community. A number of side-events 
were scheduled in conjunction with the workshop including: 
a documentary screening, a half-day writers’ workshop, a 
roundtable on sub-national issues, a policy dialogue at DFAT, and 
two seminars.

The purpose of the workshop was to use the RAMSI ‘transition’ 
as an entry point for considering other important changes in 
Solomon Islands and how these inter-relate. These included 
changes in the economy with the anticipated shift from logging 
to mining, urbanisation, the growth of Honiara, developments at 
provincial and sub-national levels, and the role of the political elite. 
One thematic tension to emerge revolved around the question of 
whether Solomon Islands is experiencing transformational change 
or merely continuity along existing trajectories and pathways? 
Others included comparative experience versus Melanesian 
exceptionalism; and resilience, innovation and tenacity versus 
collapse, frailty and decline. 

The following research priorities emerged from the workshop:

 > informal governance innovations at local levels and how 
these can be linked up with state systems

 > informal land dealings and land use arrangements in rural, 
peri-urban and urban settings

 > social, political, economic and cultural dynamics at play in 
Honiara’s rapid expansion

 > the political economy of the shift from logging to mining, 
including the scope for cross-cutting learning with PNG and 
for regional approaches to regulating extractive industries

 > analysis of CDFs, including of the potential for learning from 
comparative experience

 > Solomon Islands involvement in international labour migration

 > further exploration of the political settlements approach to 
analysing power relations and how these shape institutional 
development in Solomon Islands. 

Podcasts from the Solomon Islands in Transition workshop are 
available on the SSGM website at: <http://ips.cap.anu.edu.
au/news-events/podcasts/series/solomon-islands-transition-
workshop>.

E V E N T S

http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/solomon-islands-transition-workshop
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/solomon-islands-transition-workshop
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/solomon-islands-transition-workshop


Annual Report 2013/14 41

2013 Timor-Leste Update:  
28–29 November 2013
The 2013 Timor-Leste Update was the first to be held at the ANU. 
It brought together leading scholars and policy analysts working 
on Timor-Leste to reflect critically on the prospects and challenges 
for the nation over the next 5-10 years. The main objective of 
the Update was to contribute to Australia’s knowledge of, and 
engagement with, Timor-Leste, by providing a public forum to 
discuss recent developments in Timor-Leste. The Update also 
aimed to strengthen relationships between scholars, government 
agencies, civil society organisations and research institutions 
working on Timor-Leste and to help build the profile and capacity 
of East Timorese researchers and policy analysts.

The 2013 Timor-Leste Update was hosted by SSGM with funding 
from the Research School of Asia and the Pacific and DFAT. Key 
speakers included Agio Pereira (Timor-Leste Minister of State 
and Secretary of the Council of Ministers), Fidelis Magalhaes 
(Presidential Chief of Staff), Cillian Nolan (formerly International 
Crisis Group), Associate Professor Michael Leach (Swinburne 
University) and Professor Rui Feijo (University of Coimbra, 
Portugal). 

Around 150 participants took part in the two-day event, including 
representatives from DFAT and a range of universities. Key themes 
discussed included trends in economic development (including 
the sustainability of petroleum resources, and decentralised 
development programs), stability (including developments in 
the military and police, and local peace-building initiatives), and 
active citizenship (including state-society relations and urban-
rural inequalities). Following the Update, four In Briefs have 
been published and an edited book based on the presentations 
is currently being finalised and will be submitted to ANU Press 
in August. Following positive feedback from participants, it is 
planned that the Timor-Leste Update will be held every two years, 
alternating between Canberra and Dili.  

Podcasts and other resources arising from the 2013 Timor Leste 
Update are available on the SSGM website at: <http://ips.cap.
anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/2013-timor-leste-
update-podcast-series>.

http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/2013-timor-leste-update-podcast-series
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/2013-timor-leste-update-podcast-series
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/2013-timor-leste-update-podcast-series
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Papua New Guinea Writer’s Workshop:  
9–10 December 2013 

This workshop was held at the Pacific Adventist University 
(PAU), Port Moresby. SSGM’s Ceridwen Spark and Jack Corbett 
hosted the workshop which focussed on skills development for 
biographical and life writers in PNG. The workshop was conducted 
in collaboration with other scholars from across the ANU, Deakin 
University, as well as PAU. The workshop aimed to support Papua 
New Guinean writers to document their own life stories, and to 
support their ongoing development of capacity in biographical and 
life writing. 

Thirty writers from PNG participated, including postgraduate 
students, aspiring authors, people from the publishing industry, 
as well as published authors seeking to network with Papua New 
Guinea’s next generation of biographical and life writers.   

The workshop program featured skills and capacity development 
sessions covering a range of areas including: 

 > relevance of biography and life writing to documenting 
leadership in the Pacific

 > identifying appropriate subjects for life writing

 > researching subjects, and ethics in life writing

 > producing the first draft and workshopping drafts

 > finalising the manuscript and liaising with editors and 
publishers

 > marketing/promoting your writing. 

During the workshop, participants also had one on one time with 
mentors. This gave them the opportunity to discuss their ideas 
and share drafts.  

Award winning Pacific historian and author of The Sky Travellers 
and The Biggest Estate on Earth, Adjunct Professor Bill Gammage, 
Senior Research Fellow at the ANU Humanities Research Centre, 
attended the workshop as a mentor. He gave writers tips about 
grammar, style and helped them to explore the question ‘Who are 
you writing for?’ Leading Pacific Studies scholar Professor Brij Lal 
also spoke about the importance of writing history in PNG.

Participants were matched with mentors who have continued 
to support them as they research and write their life stories 
and biographies. Selected participants have also recently been 
asked to submit their writing to a special edition of Davaria, 
PAU’s Academic Journal. As a co-operative effort between three 
universities, the workshop also allowed staff and students of the 
institutions involved to develop relationships that will develop as 
further collaborations.  
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Sorcery and Witchcraft Accusations: 
Developing a National Response to 
Overcome the Violence Conference:  
3–5 December 2013 
A three-day conference on the issue of sorcery and witchcraft 
accusation related violence was held at the University of Goroka 
in December, 2013. It was organised by a committee comprising 
members from the PNG DJAG together with the CIMC and 
partners from the Melanesian Institute, the University of Goroka, 
SSGM, and DFAT. SSGM’s Miranda Forsyth and Richard Eves 
played a major role in organising the event and presented key 
papers at the conference as did SSGM’s Nicole Haley and Kerry 
Zubrinich. 

The conference focussed primarily on violence arising from 
accusations of sorcery and witchcraft, which was widely felt to 
be spreading and intensifying. Discussions during the conference 
also made it clear that the issue of sorcery and witchcraft beliefs 
have wide-ranging negative effects on both social and economic 
development. The conference started a national conversation 
about how to address the violence associated with the belief in 
sorcery and witchcraft and an outcomes statement was produced 
that was endorsed by DJAG in early 2014. 

Crucially the December conference followed on from an earlier 
regional conference on sorcery and witchcraft related violence 
hosted by SSGM in Canberra in June 2013, the aim of which 
was to raise awareness of the problem and the need for it to be 
addressed in a comprehensive and holistic way that involved 
strengthening existing networks and engaging a range of actors 
and institutions. 

National Implementation Plan Workshop: 
12–13 June 2014  
The December conference in turn led to the organisation (by the 
same multi-agency committee) of a workshop on 12–13 June 
2014 in Port Moresby in which participants drafted a national 
implementation plan to overcome sorcery and witchcraft related 
violence. Miranda Forsyth represented SSGM on the organising 
committee. The eighty or so participants at the workshop came 
from a range of government departments and civil society, church 
and academic organizations. The plan, once finalised, will be given 
to Government and will form a blueprint for its response in this 
area. In his opening remarks to the workshop, Deputy Secretary 
of DJAG, Mr Jack Kariko stated that the Government was ready 
to implement the recommendations of the workshop. 

The draft plan adopts a comprehensive approach, involving a 
number of government ministries and their departments, including 
the Department of Health, the Department of Education, the Royal 
Papua New Guinea Constabulary, the Department for Community 
Development and Religion, and DJAG. It also includes a range of 
NGOs, such as Oxfam, the Highlands Human Rights Defenders, 
the Family and Sexual Violence Action Committee’s networks, 
church organisation networks, and international development 
partners, such as DFAT and the UN. 

The problem of violence arising from sorcery and witchcraft ac-
cusations is increasingly being recognized as being symptomatic 
of a range of social stresses. These include declining health and 
education services, increased economic disparities as a result 
of the extractive industries, weakened local governance mecha-
nisms, stresses on land and population displacement. As such, 
the problems are tackled in the draft plan on two levels. On one 
level, the recommendations aim to treat some of these underlying 
issues, in particular health services and awareness about legal 
rights and responsibilities. On a secondary level, the recommen-
dations are directed more towards ameliorating the problems of 
violence that underlying stresses are causing. 
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For Sale: Analysis of Exclusion of People 
From Land in Melanesia and Directions 
Forward: 24–25 April 2014

SSGM and Oxfam Australia convened a two-day workshop on 
24–25 April 2014 as part of the Australian Association for Pacific 
Studies (AAPS) biennial conference held at Sydney University. 
The workshop brought together policy-makers, academics, 
NGOs and activists with a shared interest in contemporary land 
issues in post-colonial Melanesia. It was chaired by Mr Ralph 
Regenvanu, Vanuatu Minister for Lands and Natural Resources. 
Other distinguished participants included Mr Charles Lepani, High 
Commissioner for PNG, and several Pacific women, whose voices 
are not often heard in discussions around land issues.

Following on from a successful panel on land held at the 2013 
State of the Pacific Conference, the purpose of the workshop was 
to present and discuss cutting-edge research on land issues in 
Melanesia with a view to producing an edited volume that will be 
of interest to both scholarly and policy audiences. 

The first day of the workshop was an open session consisting of a 
series of presentations organised under three thematic headings: 

 > Urban Land: Customary and Formal Arrangements

 > The Political Economy of Land Grabs, and

 > Landownership, Gender, Power and Authority.

Each group of papers was followed by comments from expert 
discussants and questions from the audience. The second day 
was a closed session at which each paper was discussed in turn, 
with feedback provided by the workshop convenors. 

The first day of the workshop was covered by Radio Australia 
which produced and broadcast two reports — one on the PNG 
Commission of Inquiry into Special Agricultural and Business 
Leases, as well as an interview with Sarah McCartney about the 
pressing realities of urbanisation. 

An edited volume arising from this workshop will be published 
through ANU Press, with an anticipated release date of early 2015. 

Podcasts from the Land Workshop are available on the SSGM 
website at: <http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/
series/2014-land-workshop>.

http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/2014-land-workshop
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/series/2014-land-workshop
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2014 Pacific Island Political Studies 
Association Conference: 3–4 June 2014 

The 13th Pacific Islands Political Studies Association (PIPSA) 
conference was held at the University of French Polynesia (UPF) 
in June, 2014. The conference was co-hosted by Gouvernance 
et Développement Insulaire, a research institute affiliated with 
UPF. The conference theme was Political, Economic and Legal 
Governance in Pacific States and Territories, a deliberately 
broad theme chosen in order to encompass a broad range of 
presentations. 

The overarching objective of the conference was to provide a forum 
for those conducting scholarly and applied research in political 
studies in and on the Pacific region. A secondary objective of the 
2014 conference was to encourage co-operation and exchange 
of ideas and research between Anglophone and Francophone 
researchers within the Pacific. Conference participants were 
reminded about the scheduled referendum for independence 
enshrined in the Noumea Accord, and what an independent New 
Caledonia might mean for the rest of the region. 

The conference attracted 90 attendees, including 75 speakers. 
Participants came from universities and research institutes across 
the Pacific, as well as from further afield, with speakers from 
Australia, French Polynesia, New Caledonia, Papua New Guinea, 
Tonga, Fiji, Niue, Samoa, Vanuatu, New Zealand, the USA, 
France and the Netherlands in attendance. SSGM’s Stewart Firth 
delivered the conference keynote address. 

A highlight of the 2014 conference was the stream on Women 
in Politics, with sessions on the topic held on each day of the 
conference. These sessions were the subject of a recent blog 
post on the Lowy Interpreter and will be compiled to form an 
edited volume, entitled Women in Politics in the Pacific, to be co-
edited by Nicole George (University of Queensland) and Kerryn 
Baker (SSGM) and published by ANU Press in early 2015.

SSGM supported the attendance and participation of six early 
career researchers from across the Pacific to the conference. The 
six Emerging Scholar Travel Award recipients were: Karina Guthrie 
(Macquarie University); Romitish Kant (University of South Pacific); 
Sulia Makasini (Tonga); Measina Meredith (National University of 
Samoa); Lynda Tabuya (University of South Pacific); and Josie 
Tamate (University of Wollongong). See section of Research 
Capacity Building for more detail.  

SSGM scholars were also well represented at the conference, 
giving a total of six papers:

 > Stewart Firth — Keynote Address

 > Kerryn Baker — A Failed Experiment? Reserved Seats for 
Women in the Parliament of the Autonomous Region of 
Bougainville

 > Stewart Firth and Kate Hannan (Wollongong) — Trading with 
the Dragon: Chinese Trade, Investment and Aid in the South 
Pacific

 > Scott Robertson — Citizens of France in the Pacific: An 
Examination of the Competing Conceptions of Citizenship in 
New Caledonia

 > Graeme Smith — Who leads? Challenges and Opportunities 
for Aid Co-operation in the Pacific

 > Kerry Zubrinich — Political Gifting and Women’s Participation 
in PNG Elections.

Resources arising from the conference include the following: 

 > audio recordings of sessions available on the SSGM website 
mid-August 2014

 > conference proceedings by Steve Ratuva (University of 
Auckland) and Semir al-Wardi (UPF)

 > SSGM In Briefs from Emerging Scholar Travel Award recipients 
(to be published late 2014) 

 > a book on Women in Politics in the Pacific, to be published by 
ANU Press in early 2015.  
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2014 State of the Pacific Conference:  
18–19 June 2014 
The second annual State of the Pacific Conference was held at 
the ANU in June, 2014. Over 350 people attended, including 
researchers, policy-makers, business leaders, civil society 
representatives, and development practitioners. This event was 
part of a larger Pacific-focussed week at ANU which included 
the Development Policy Centre’s 2014 Pacific Update.The Hon. 
Julie Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs and Trade, provided the 
opening address to the conference, which kicked off two days of 
stimulating discussion involving over 70 speakers from Fiji, New 
Caledonia, New Zealand, PNG, Samoa, Solomon Islands, Tonga 
and Australia. Amongst the presenters were some of the leading 
international thinkers on the Pacific, including those from within 
SSGM and the ANU. 

The event’s two overarching themes of Political Development and 
Experiments in Development provided the framework for thought 
provoking and challenging discussion. The Political Development 
stream provided an update as well as an over the horizon view of 
political change in the region with a timely spot light on upcoming 
elections in Fiji and the Solomon Islands, and a look at Australia’s 
changing role in the region. Also in focus was the way in which 
struggles over land and resources have featured in the on-going 
processes of state formation in the region. Empirically grounded 
and theoretically engaged, the conference also explored the 
notion of political settlements, a concept of growing salience for 
academics and development practitioners, and its contribution to 
understanding political change and instability in the region. Thinking 
about political development also provided the opportunity to 
reflect on the persistence of gender inequality in the region and to 
explore the nature of shifting gender identities, and the possibilities 
and opportunities that these offer, issues powerfully articulated by 
Virisila Buadromo in her keynote address on women’s participation 
in the Fijian political process.

The conference’s other overarching theme, Experiments in 
Development, gave rise to an equally stimulating discussion. In a 
range of sessions that examined the state, markets and services, 
and emerging information and communication technologies, 
presenters explored the innovation and experimentation occurring 
in the Pacific, particularly that driven by Pacific Islanders 
themselves. This thematic took us beyond the widely recognised 
challenges facing the region to highlight how organisations and 
individuals are innovating in this space. Amanda Donigi’s keynote 
address reinforced this focus on innovation with her inspiring and 
entertaining account of her experiences as a young entrepreneur 
committed to empowering women in the Pacific. A well-received 
session on Pasifika communities in Australia also served to remind 
us that the Pacific is not just ‘out there,’ a point which emphasises 
the need for alternative development approaches to the Pacific.

The conference also profiled, under the New Directions in 
Research banner, a range of interesting new projects on the Pacific 
by researchers and development practitioners. This showcase 
of papers, tackled a broad suite of issues including women in 
leadership, environment and resources, livelihoods, security and 
local governance.

Following the success of the conference, which attracted wide-
ranging media attention, SSGM has made much of the conference 
discussion available online. We are now working to make the 
conference papers available to a broader audience through the 
SSGM In Brief series. After only two years, the State of the Pacific 
Conference is rapidly emerging as the significant annual event in 
Australia for those working at the nexus of policy and research in 
the Pacific.
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Seminar Series 2013/14 

The SSGM seminar series remains central to 
our ability to convey research, commentary and 
analysis in a timely manner. In the past year, we have 
endeavoured to ensure that our seminars provide 
a platform for communicating new and emerging 
research findings from Melanesia, Timor-Leste, and 
the broader Pacific, as well as comparative research 
from further afield which might help to inform 
SSGM’s research agenda. In 2013/14, our seminars 
attracted academics and students from across 
the ANU and further afield, along with members of 
the government/policy community, including from 
DFAT, the Department of Immigration, Treasury, 
the Australian Federal Police, the Department of 
Defence and the Attorney-General’s Department.  
Representatives from Canberra’s diplomatic 
community are also regular attendees. 

In 2013/14, we hosted a total of 30 seminars, launched 6 books, 
and 1 documentary film Helpem Fren: Rebuilding a Pacific Nation, 
which provides a history and an evaluation of RAMSI’s work 
in Solomon Islands. In addition SSGM held its inaugural PhD 
Colloquium in March 2014. This event which will be held twice 
yearly in March and November provides a forum for SSGM’s PhD 
candidates to present their thesis proposal seminar, mid-term 
review seminars and pre-submission seminars. Listed below are 
the 30 SSGM seminars — see <http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/
events> and the presentations given at the PhD Colloquium.

SSGM Seminars

Rethinking Transitional Justice: Lessons from Asia 
and the Pacific
Patrick Burgess and Galuh Wandita, Asia Justice and Rights 
Network, 15 July 2013 

Navigating Pacific Studies 
Jack Corbett and Roannie Ng Shiu, SSGM, 16 July 2013

Major trends in Asia and the Repercussions for the 
Pacific 
Charles Morrison, President, East-West Centre, 16 August 2013

Victims Versus Veterans: Nationalism and Human 
Rights in Independent East Timor
Amy Rothschild, University of California San Diego,  
13 September 2013

The Fiji Constitution, September 2013 
Anthony Regan, SSGM, 23 October 2013

Health, Desire, Respect and Fear: Talking to Men 
about Violence Against Women and HIV Prevention 
in East New Britain Province, PNG

Stephanie Lusby, PhD Candidate, SSGM, 29 October 2013

Malaitan Kastom in Historical Perspective 
David Akin, University of Michigan, 7 November 2013

Institutional Logics of Political Settlement in 
Solomon Islands 
David Craig, Otago University, 8 November 2013

In Search of White Elephants: The Emergence of a 
Clientelist and Neo-Patrimonialist State in Timor-
Leste
James Scambary, SSGM, 26 November 2013

Resource Contestation and Conservation in Timor-
Leste 
Alexander Cullen, University of Melbourne, 27 November 2013 

From Intervention to Partnership - Prospects for 
Development Partnership in Solomon Islands after 
RAMSI 
Julien Barbara, SSGM & CDI, 3 December 2013

Synthetic Justice? Harnessing Cultural Practices in 
Rebuilding After Conflict 
Joanna Quinn, Western University, 6 February 2014

The Ties that Unbind: Ethnic Identity and Voter 
Behaviour in Solomon Islands
Terence Wood, SSGM & CDI, 11 February 2014

Deception and Disillusionment: Fast Money 
Schemes and the Moral Middle Class of Papua New 
Guinea
John Cox, SSGM, 18 February 2014

Witch-Hunts in Papua New Guinea’s Eastern 
Highlands Province: A Fieldwork Report 
Richard Eves (SSGM) & Angela Kelly-Hanku (UNSW and PNG 
Institute of Medical Research), 25 February 2014

Fractured Encounters Between Locals and Chinese 
Migrant Workers in Papua New Guinea: Political 
Economies and Post-Colonial Imaginaries
Victoria Stead and Sophia Loy-Wilson, Deakin University,  
March 4 2014

Good and Bad Aid: A Comparison Between Two 
Universities in the South Pacific  
Scott MacWilliam, SSGM, 11 March 2014

http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/events
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/events
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More Jakarta, Less Juba: The Influence of Indonesia 
on Police Development in Timor-Leste 
Gordon Peake, SSGM, 18 March 2014

HIV/AIDS in West Papua: Current Conditions, 
Ongoing Challenges 
Jenny Munro, SSGM, 1 April 2014

Colonial Origins of the Informal Economy on the 
Gazelle Peninsula
John Conroy, ANU, 29 April 2014

Why War Ended in Somaliland but Continued in 
Somalia: A Political Settlements Approach
Sarah Philips, University of Sydney, 6 May 2014

The Chinese in Colonial Rabaul: An Informal History
John Conroy, ANU, 13 May 2014

Developing Indicators of Gender Equity in Pacific 
Economies: Working from the Bottom Up 
Michelle Carnegie, Katharine McKinnon and Katherine Gibson, 
University of Western Sydney, 20 May 2014

Elections in New Caledonia and Bougainville 
Nic Maclellan (independent journalist and researcher) and 
Anthony Regan (SSGM), 27 May 2014

Gender Norms in Transition – Conversations on Ideal 
Images with Women and Men in Fiji Islands 

Priya Chattier, SSGM, 3 June 2014

Tjibaou’s Kanak: Ethnic identity in New Caledonia 
past, present and future 
Denise Fisher, ANU, 19 June 2014

Comparing Small Wars: A Political Ecology of Two 
Insurgencies 
Michael Watts, University of California Berkeley, 24 June 2014

Moving from ‘Empty Growth’ to Sustainable Human 
Development: Translating Papua New Guinea’s 
Resource Wealth into Broad-Based, Equitable Forms 
of Development 
Glenn Banks, Massey University, 27 June 2014

Anticipating the 2014 Election in Fiji 
Scott MacWilliam, SSGM, 1 July 2014

Seminars Delivered at SSGM PhD 
Colloquium, 27–28 March 2014 

Lost in Translation? How Street-Level Bureaucrats 
Implement Good Governance in Fragile States 
Thesis Proposal Seminar
Cara Heaven, SSGM

The Emperor’s New Clothes ... ? Exploring the 
Significance of ‘Country Ownership’ in Aid 
Effectiveness and Development in the Pacific 
Thesis Proposal Seminar, Suzanne O’Neill, SSGM

Livelihoods in a Port Moresby Settlement 
Mid-term review seminar, Michelle Rooney, SSGM 

Women’s Political Under-Representation and 
Campaigns for Gender Quotas in the Pacific 
Mid-term review seminar, Kerryn Baker, SSGM 

Financing and Delivering Services in PNG’s  
Changing Political Economy 
Mid-term review seminar, Colin Wiltshire, SSGM  

Book Launches 

Beloved Land: Stories, Struggles, and Secrets from 
Timor-Leste by Gordon Peake (2013) 
Launched by Andrew Leigh MP, 11 September 2013

Colonialism, Maasina Rule, and the Origins of 
Malaitan Kastom by David Akin (2013)
Launched by Esau Kekeubata, 5 November 2013

Greed and Grievance: Ex-Militants’ Perspectives 
on the Conflict in Solomon Islands, 1998-2003 by 
Matthew Allen (2013)
Launched by Professor John Braithewaite, ANU 
5 November 2013  

Last of the Lands We Know: Reflections of the Life 
and Times of Maev O’Collins as told to her Nephew 
Les Coleman (2013)
Launched by Nahau Rooney,13 November 2013

Deep Field by Tom Bamforth (2014)
Launched by Gordon Peake, SSGM, 6 May 2014

Politics, Development and Security in Oceania, He-
garty and Tryon Eds (2013) 
Launched by James Batley, former Deputy Director-General, 
AusAID, 17 June 2014
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P O L I C Y  I M P A C T

SSGM continues to undertake and disseminate 
policy-relevant research and broader analytical work 
in order to establish an evidence-based knowledge 
platform to underpin better informed policy-making. 
In 2013/14 we held numerous workshops, briefings,  
and seminars designed for policy-makers; we 
produced a number of pieces of commissioned 
research for DFAT; and we continued disseminate 
our research in forms suited to policy-makers and 
implementers. 

Along with the events and publications already detailed above 
further major policy engagement activities that we conducted in 
the past 12 months included: 

 > a Pacific policy dinner with the Hon. Julie Bishop, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs and other high level officials on key issues for 
the Pacific

 > a policy dinner with Senator Brett Mason to discuss 
transnational crime in the Pacific, Pacific regionalism and the 
New Colombo Plan

 > a workshop on transnational crime in the Pacific initiated and 
opened by Senator Brett Mason

 > a series of high level discussions on policy options for 
Bougainville, chaired by Hon. Julie Bishop, Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, and attended by the Secretary of DFAT Peter 
Varghese and other senior officials

 > provision of a series of analytical pieces feeding into 
Australia’s country and sectoral strategies in Papua New 
Guinea and Bougainville

 > numerous and regular advisory briefings with staff at DFAT 
and other government departments. 

More information on policy activities carried out by SSGM in 
2013/14 is listed below. 

Bougainville Workshop: 3–4 October 2013  
This activity was initially designed as a pre-deployment briefing 
for nine Australian Civilian Corp officers deployed to Bougainville 
for 12 months. Due to interest within DFAT and other government 
departments it expanded to become a two-day workshop 
providing an overview of Bougainville. A total of thirty people 
attended the workshop from a range of government departments 
including DFAT, the Australian Federal Police, and the Department 
of Defence. The workshop was designed to provide participants 
with an historical, political and economic overview of Bougainville 
to better equip them in their work on Bougainville. Participants 
heard about the Bougainville conflict and the peace process, the 
Bougainville economy, gender issues, the law and justice context, 
mining, weapons disposal processes and the arrangements for 
the referendum on independence. The workshop was organized 
and chaired by Anthony Regan, and sessions were delivered 
by a range of Bougainville specialists, including SSGM’s Thiago 
Oppermann and Richard Eves. A pack of essential readings and 
audio recordings were produced for participants.  

Having spent a short time on the PNG desk and at Port 
Moresby (3 months each), I had some knowledge of PNG/
Melanesia — but I felt the workshop helped to situate and 
develop that knowledge. Even more so, I appreciated the 
sessions on other areas of the Pacific (i.e. the first session, 
Fiji and Bougainville session and the Small Islands States 
session), as I only had minimal knowledge of other Pacific 
states. This not only increased my knowledge, but greatly 
increased my interest in the region — including pursuing 
future Pacific positions and postings.

2013 Pacific Islands Workshop participant

Pacific Islands Workshop: 8–9 October 2013  
Our annual Pacific Islands workshop provides an up-to-date 
overview of political, social and development issues facing 
Melanesia and the broader Pacific region. This workshop is part 
of our mandate to disseminate research findings to DFAT and 
the broader policy community. Workshop sessions are based 
on current research findings, and are structured to ensure that 
there is plenty of interactivity. The workshop is held to coincide 
with DFAT’s country deployment scheduling, so that the majority 
of participants are DFAT staff who are imminently traveling to 
a posting in the Pacific. Arrangements are being made for the 
workshop to become a mandatory component of training for all 
DFAT staff posted to the Pacific or who begin work in DFAT’s 
Pacific Division. Stewart Firth convened SSGM’s 2013 Pacific 
Islands workshop, beginning with an overview of the region’s 
geopolitical and colonial history, before moving on to discussion 
of current themes. Themes included livelihoods and poverty, 
elections and governance, gender issues, and cross-cultural 
communication in Melanesia and Polynesia. A total of forty two 
participants attended from a range of Government Departments, 
with the majority coming from DFAT.  

Political Economy Analysis (PEA) Workshops, 
Port Moresby: 18–20 November 2013
SSGM Convenor, Nicole Haley and doctoral candidate Colin 
Wiltshire participated in and presented at a series of three 
Political Economy Analysis (PEA) workshops, convened by the 
ODI’s Dan Harris in November 2013. Other participants included 
the AusAID’s PNG Governance Team, SGP officers, DFAT, and 
advisers engaged under the Provincial and Local Government 
Program and the Democratic Governance program. On the 
second and third days Nicole and Colin helped the governance 
team apply PEA to two critical issues central to the governance 
and service delivery sphere in PNG, namely: District Authorities 
and decentralization reform; and the District Services Improvement 
Program (DSIP). The workshops provided an opportunity for Colin 
Wiltshire to draw on findings arising from his doctoral research.
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PNG Elections Political Economy Analysis 
Workshop: 22 November 2013
SSGM scholars Nicole Haley, Richard Eves, Kerry Zubrinich 
and Julien Barbara, along with ANU colleague Bill Standish and 
Thelma Oberdorff from the Australian Electoral Commission 
participated in a PNG Elections Political Economy Analysis 
Workshop, convened by the ODI’s Dan Harris. 

Key issues considered at the workshop included: women’s 
participation in elections; the challenges of producing an 
accurate electoral roll; the timing of LLG elections; the failure of 
one-day polling; ways to reduce election related violence and 
electoral malfeasance; and the challenges and opportunities 
presented by ICT. 

A number of recommendations issued from the workshop 
including: the incorporation of public readings of the electoral roll 
as part of registration and verification exercises; the realignment 
of national general elections and Local Level Government (LLG) 
elections; and a return to roving ballot boxes in the Highlands. 
Thelma Oberdorff, in collaboration with staff from the PNG 
Electoral Commission (PNGEC) has since led a trial involving 
public readings of the electoral roll in a number of different 
culture areas.

Political Economy Analysis Workshops, 
Suva: 12–14 November 2013
SSGM Fellow and Head of CDI, Julien Barbara contributed to 
a Political Economy Analysis training workshop, delivered by 
the ODI’s Dan Harris, with assistance from Belinda Costin from 
AusAID’s Governance and Social Development Branch. Other 
participants included AusAID’s regional governance team and 
representatives from several AusAID/DFAT funded program, 
including the Pacific Leadership Program. 

Thanks again to SSGM for taking part in the PNG elections 
political economy analysis workshop with Dan Harris. As 
always, we appreciate the knowledge and experience 
SSGM shares with us on the myriad governance challenges 
in PNG…The report, along with other input from SSGM 
over the years, will be included in the background briefing 
for the anticipated electoral support design.

Ben Esguerra, Policy and Program Officer, PNG 

Pacific Policy Dinner with Hon. Julie Bishop 
MP: 5 May 2014 
The Hon. Julie Bishop, Minister for Foreign Affairs, along with 
senior officers from DFAT and members of her advisory team, 
joined a number of SSGM staff for a Pacific policy dinner, hosted 
by IPS School Director Professor Michael Wesley and SSGM 
Convenor Nicole Haley, in May 2014. The dinner provided an 
opportunity for the Minister to seek comment and advice from 
SSGM staff in the lead up to the Government’s formulation of a 
policy on the Pacific region as a whole, and on particular countries 
within the region. Issues discussed included the political context 
in Papua New Guinea; the PNG – Australia bilateral relationship; 
sub national governance and service delivery in PNG; Australia’s 
ongoing support for Bougainville, and issues leading up to the 
referendum on self-determination; the 2014 elections in Fiji; issues 
for women and girls in the Pacific; and public diplomacy within 
the region. 
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‘SSGM has, in a direct sense, through the preparation, 
delivery and facilitation of a Pacific transnational crime 
workshop held on 12 May 2014, made a concrete public 
policy contribution by providing the spark that has helped 
the Government to explore more effective regional anti-
crime strategies’. 

Senator Brett Mason, Parliamentary Secretary to the 
Minister for Foreign Affairs  

Transnational Crime Workshop: 12 May 2014  
Senator Brett Mason, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs opened a one day workshop on transnational crime 
in the Pacific. Workshop participants were asked to i) identify 
the driving forces behind transnational crime across the Pacific; 
ii) describe the nature of transnational crime and illegal activities 
in the Pacific region; and iii) propose innovative policy solutions 
to address transnational crime in the Pacific. The workshop was 
organised and chaired by Nicole Haley, Sinclair Dinnen and Gordon 
Peake. It attracted transnational crime specialists from across the 
ANU, such as Professor Peter Grabosky and Dr Jochen Prantl. 
Personnel from across a number of Government departments 
concerned with transnational crime in the Pacific also attended, 
including the Australian Federal Police, the Australian Crime 
Commission, the Attorney General’s Department, the Department 
of Immigration and DFAT. SSGM’s Sinclair Dinnen and Gordon 
Peake summarised findings of the workshop in In Brief 2014/16: 
Transnational Crime in the Pacific — A Conversation Starter. 

National Implementation Plan Workshop:  
12–13 June, 2014   
Miranda Forsyth contributed to this workshop, which has led to 
the drafting of a national implementation plan to overcome sorcery 
and witchcraft related violence in Papua New Guinea. 

Policy Dinner with Senator Brett Mason:  
8 July 2014  
Senator Brett Mason, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs, along with members of his advisory team, senior 
staff from DFAT, and several members of SSGM participated in 
a Pacific policy dinner, hosted by IPS School Director Professor 
Michael Wesley and SSGM Convenor Nicole Haley, in July 2014. 
The dinner began with some introductory remarks from the 
Senator, who raised a number of issues which are important to 
him in his role, including: transnational crime in the Pacific; the 
new framework for Pacific regionalism; the New Colombo Plan; 
and the impact of mobile phones on development and education 
in the Pacific. SSGM staff were able to offer a number of valuable 
pieces of advice on each of these topics, and in turn they offered 
their views on other important topics in parts of the region. 
Miranda Forsyth, for instance, discussed the importance of the 
work she has recently been conducting on Intellectual Property 
rights in the Pacific, Thiago Oppermann raised the situation in 
Bougainville ahead of the elections, while Roannie Ng Shiu raised 
the growing importance of sports migration, and the experiences 
of NRL players. Senator Mason requested a follow up event to 
continue the discussions. 
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DFAT Seminars 
SSGM conducts regular seminars for in-house DFAT audiences. 
These seminars enable SSGM to disseminate emerging research 
findings and analysis, and they allow for open discussion and 
for the development of valuable working relationships. Seminars 
are presented for a specific country/thematic desk within DFAT; 
however they often attract participants from across DFAT’s Pacific 
Division. Seminars are attended by participants from a range of 
levels, many of whom hold senior positions in the Department. In 
the past, these seminars have also been ‘attended’ by officers at 
country posts, who join the discussion via video or teleconference.  

In 2013/14, SSGM hosted the following seminars for DFAT: 

 > Overview of the Pacific Region – Jack Corbett 

 > The 2013 Fiji Constitution – Anthony Regan  

 > Prospects for the Bougainville economy – Satish Chand and 
Anthony Regan 

 > The 2014 Elections in New Caledonia – Nic Maclellan  

 > Mobile Phones and Development in Papua New Guinea – 
Amanda Watson.

Post-Conference Briefings 
SSGM routinely conducts briefings with DFAT following major 
conferences. These briefings are held to i) present the main 
themes and ideas to emerge from the event; ii) discuss ways that 
such themes and ideas can inform policy and country strategies; 
iii) identify follow up areas for policy-relevant research; and iv)
identify any follow up activities. In 2013/14, we conducted 
three such briefings, following the Solomon Islands in Transition 
workshop, the 2013 Timor-Leste Update, and the 2014 State of 
the Pacific conference. 

Bougainville Policy Advice
SSGM continues to play an integral role in the formulation of 
Australia’s policy in Bougainville. In the past 12 months, we have 
carried out the following: 

 > Anthony Regan participated in a ‘Deep Dive’ roundtable 
chaired by the Minister for Foreign Affairs Julie Bishop, and 
led by the Secretary of DFAT and other senior officials in early 
May. 

 > Anthony Regan regularly participates in consultations with 
a specially convened group in DFAT, chaired by the Deputy 
Secretary, DFAT. This group monitors political, social, and 
economic issues in Bougainville.

 > Nicole Haley and Anthony Regan wrote an analytical 
piece on the forthcoming elections and referendum on 
independence in Bougainville, while Sinclair Dinnen, Gordon 
Peake and Anthony Regan produced a piece on policing in 
Bougainville.

Advice to the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government 
Anthony Regan continues to assist the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government in implementing the Bougainville Peace Agreement. 
This work includes negotiating the financial arrangements under 
the Agreement, consulting with stakeholder and community 
groups about the future of large-scale mining in Bougainville, and 
assisting in the development of the Autonomous Bougainville 
Government’s legislation on mining. Anthony works closely with 
President John Momis and the Minister for Mining in this work.  

PNG Law and Justice Program Design  
SSGM participated in the design of a new phase of the PNG-
Australia Law and Justice Program in late 2013. SSGM Senior 
Fellow Sinclair Dinnen led a design team, which included Gordon 
Peake, Nicole Haley, Matthew Allen and Rebecca Monson. The 
team was tasked with preparing a series of background papers 
on community justice issues. In preparation, the team spent time 
in PNG holding consultations with stakeholders in the law and 
justice sector and the end-user community. Several of the papers 
produced for the design will be published in a special issue of the 
journal Security Challenges. 

Briefings 
SSGM is structured as a general resource for government policy-
makers in Australia and the region. We have ramped up our 
program of policy advisory briefings over the last year. These 
briefings have been a highly effective means of disseminating 
research findings and analysis, particularly to policy-makers. 
They have allowed for more direct transfer of knowledge; more 
discussion and exchange of ideas, and the development of long 
term working relationships with key stakeholders. 

In the last 12 months, we have conducted over 100 discrete 
briefings and consultations with a range of stakeholders. These 
include the Office of the Minister for Foreign Affairs, DFAT, the Office 
of National Assessments, the Attorney General’s Department, 
the Australian Federal Police, the Department of Defence, the 
Department of Immigration, the Department of Employment, 
the New Zealand Ministry for Foreign Affairs and Trade, the 
Government of Timor-Leste, the Government of Papua New 
Guinea, the Autonomous Bougainville Government, members 
of the European Community, UNDP, the World Bank, the Lowy 
Institute, The Overseas Development Institute, the Red Cross, 
Oxfam, the Australian Strategic Policy Institute, the Australia-
Pacific Business Council, the Asia Foundation, the Developmental 
Leadership Program, the Pacific Leadership Program, and many 
others. 

Such briefings are in addition to the regular policy advice we give 
to DFAT and other stakeholders on a daily basis.
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One of our core objectives is to train and nurture 
the current and next generation of researchers from 
across the region. SSGM is uniquely positioned to do 
this as we have one of the largest concentrations of 
researchers conducting multi-disciplinary research 
on contemporary Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the 
broader Pacific anywhere in the world. In 2013/14, 
we carried out a number of major activities in this 
area, funding five researchers from the Pacific to 
carry out research work at ANU, holding our biggest 
ever Pacific Research Colloquium, and providing 
scholarships to six early career researchers from 
the Pacific to attend a major regional conference 
in French Polynesia. More information on these 
and other research capacity building activities that 
SSGM carried out in 2013/14 is listed below. 

‘Sessions with experienced researchers made me think 
about my own research future and how I can advance 
that — I value the knowledge they conveyed but also my 
association with them’ 

2014 Pacific Research Colloquium participant

Five participants stayed on in Canberra for a subsequent workshop 
on the ‘Do No Harm’ research project led by Richard Eves. 

In week one, participants were immersed in intensive sessions 
on research skills, with sessions on social science research 
methods, quantitative and qualitative approaches, ethnographic 
research, practical aspects of conducting fieldwork, collecting 
and managing data, as well as effective ways to report and to 
disseminate research. Participants were then divided into groups 
for practical sessions where they applied what they had learnt 
through discussion of different scenarios drawn from five SSGM-
led research projects.

Week two was dedicated to presentations of the participants own 
papers. Each was required to produce a 4000 word paper six 
weeks in advance of their arrival to Canberra. They each received 
comments from two or three academic mentors, and were 
required to revise their papers taking account of those comments 
before they come to Canberra. In addition, each participant was 
required to act as a discussant on another presentation. In this 
way, participants were asked to think deeply and critically about 
their own work and that of their peers.  

The 2014 PRC included a welcome function hosted by Senator 
Brett Mason, Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Foreign 
Affairs, a visit to Parliament House that featured a roundtable 
discussion with Ms Jane Prentice MP, a visit to the Aboriginal Tent 
Embassy at Old Parliament House, and a range of social events. 

A prize giving ceremony at the end of the two weeks saw 
participants receive a range of prizes, from books to ANU 
merchandise. The top prize was awarded to Romitesh Kant from 
USP Fiji for delivery of the best paper in 2014. He was awarded a 
four week fellowship to return to Canberra to present at the 2014 
State of the Pacific conference. 

Participants offered positive reviews of the 2014 PRC, with most 
reporting that the workshop sessions were well structured and 
highly relevant. Others said that the sessions on theory were the 
most helpful, particularly where theory was linked to practical 
examples. SSGM plans to expand the PRC and to take the 
activity into the region in future years, to allow a greater number of 
people to participate. We are also using papers presented to the 
2014 PRC as the starting point for the development of an SSGM 
Handbook on Social Science Research in the Pacific. 

R E S E A R C H  C A P A C I T Y  B U I L D I N G 
&  T E A C H I N G

2014 Pacific Research Colloquium:  
28 January – 7 February 2014    
The Pacific Research Colloquium (PRC) is one of SSGM’s 
‘signature’ activities. It is an annual, intensive research skills 
training workshop, run over two weeks in Canberra designed to 
develop the skills and competencies of early career researchers 
from the Pacific, particularly those conducting social science 
research in the region. Early career researchers include post-
graduate students, academic staff working at universities or 
research institutes, and researchers or fieldworkers working with 
NGOs. 

The 2014 PRC was the largest to date, with 30 early career 
researchers from the region selected from a total of almost 400 
applicants. There were three each from Timor-Leste and Solomon 
Islands, five from Fiji, eight from Papua New Guinea. 
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The full list of 2014 participants, including their country of origin 
and research topic is below.  

Participant: Arsenio Bano
Country: Timor-Leste

Research Topic: Special Zones of Social Market Economy of 
Timor-Leste: A Study of Post-Conflict Development Process 

Participant: Celestino Ximenes
Country: Timor-Leste

Research Topic: Building Peace: The Future of Martial Arts 
Groups in Timor- Leste

Participant: Signi Verdial
Country: Timor-Leste

Research Topic: Enhancing Rural Women’s Participation in 
Politics and Decision-Making in Timor-Leste: A Recent History

Participant: Romitesh Kant  
Country: Fiji

Research Topic: Public Participation & Constitution-Making in Fiji: 
A Critique of the 2012 Constitution-Making Process

Participant: Menka Goundan  
Country: Fiji

Research Topic: Restorative Approach in High Schools in Fiji: 
Applied Action Research

Participant: Zena Sherani
Country: Fiji

Research Topic: Collaborative Efforts of Civil Society 

Organizations Promoting Multiculturalism in Fiji

Participant: Mele Tabokovu  
Country: Fiji

Research Topic: The Changing Nature of China-Fiji relations 
Since 2006

Participant: Glenn Finau  
Country: Fiji

Research Topic: Social Media and E-Democracy in Fiji, Solomon 
Islands and Vanuatu

Participant: Theresa Meki  
Country: Papua New Guinea

Research Topic: Young Voters’ Perceptions about Women’s 
Participation in PNG’s National Politics

Participant: Almah Tararia  
Country: Papua New Guinea

Research Topic: Voting for ‘Senis’ in Party Strong-Holds; 
Observing Voter- Behavior in Namatanai, New Ireland Province

Participant: Herick Aeno  
Country: Papua New Guinea

Research Topic: Justice for Whom? Resolving Sexual Violence 
in Bena, Eastern Highlands Province, Papua New Guinea

Participant: Stephen Kolova
Country: Papua New Guinea

Research Topic: Zooming Bougainville Miracle: A Study Proposal 
for Catalysing AusAID’s effect on Bougainville

Participant: Ruby Awa  
Country: Solomon Islands

Research Topic: Domestic Violence in Solomon Islands

Participant: Potoae Aiafi
Country: Samoa 

Research Topic: Public Policy Formulation and Implementation in 
Pacific Island States: Learning from the Experiences of Vanuatu, 
Solomon Islands, Samoa and their Regional Inter-Governmental 
organizations.

Participant: Measina Meredith  
Country: Samoa

Research Topic: Exploring Gender Equality in Local Village 
Governments in Samoa: Challenges for Implementing a Nation-
Wide Survey

Participant: Sio Alatini
Country: Tonga

Research Topic: Foki ki Api’ – ‘Importance of Returning Home’: 
The case of Leimatu’a, Vava’u, Tonga

Participant: Lesiande Otto
Country: Vanuatu

Research Topic: Most Significant Change Methodology in 
Project Evaluation - The Case of Nabang Komiuniti

IWDA/Do No Harm Workshop

Participant: Isabel Koredong
Country: Papua New Guinea

Participant: Roselyne Kenneth
Country: Papua New Guinea

Participant: Rose Maebiru Martin
Country: Solomon Islands
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2014 Pacific Islands Political Studies 
Association Conference: 3–4 June 2014 

As part of SSGM’s commitment to provide early 
career researchers with opportunities to participate 
at regional and international workshops and 
conferences, SSGM offered 6 early career researchers 
the opportunity to present on their research at the 
2014 Pacific Islands Political Studies Association 
Conference. As a stipulation of their travel award, 
these participants will publish an abbreviated version 
of their research in SSGM’s In Brief series. A list of 
awardees and the topics on which they presented 
are listed below.  

Participant: Karina Guthrie 

Country: Australia

Institution: Macquarie University

Topic: Securitization and South Pacific Aviation

Participant: Romitesh Kant 

Country: Fiji 

Institution: University of the South Pacific 

Topic: A People’s Constitution? A Critical Analysis of Public 
Participation in the 2012-2013 Constitution-Making Process in Fiji

Participant: Sulia Makasini

Country: Tonga

Topic:  Women in Tonga’s Fale Alea: A Case for Parliamentary 
Reform Through Reserved Seats

Participant: Measina Meredith

Country: Samoa 

Institution: National University of Samoa

Topic: Factors Preventing Women Entering Electoral Politics in 
Samoa

Participant: Lynda Tabuya 

Country: Fiji

Institution: University of the South Pacific

Presentation Topic: Pacific Women in Politics: Experiences, 
Attitudes, Obstacles

Participant: Josie Tamate 

Country: Australia/Niue 

Institution: University of Wollongong

Topic: The Pacific Tuna Fishery — The Experience of the Parties 
to the Nauru Agreement
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Pacific Visitors

SSGM’s Pacific Visitors program provides  young 
researchers from Melanesia, the wider Pacific and 
Timor Leste a short term scholarship to conduct 
research and writing at ANU. Pacific Visitors generally 
carry out a discrete piece of research or writing for 
publication under the guidance and supervision 
of senior SSGM staff member, sometimes an 
academic they have been collaborating with. 
Some Pacific Visitors have come to the ANU in 
advance of a conference, utilising their time at 
SSGM to refine their presentation and to present 
it internally to an SSGM audience in advance of 
the conference. Pacific Visitors are not necessarily 
from an academic institution and many previous 
Pacific Visitors have been based in civil society 
organisations or government. In 2013/14, SSGM 
hosted five Pacific Visitors: Almah Tararia, Stephen 
Gari, David Lundape, George Carter and Romitesh 
Kant. More information on their respective visits is 
provided below.

Almah Tararia, Stephen Gari, David Lundape,  
June–August 2013 
Almah Tararia, Stephen Gari, David Lundape visited SSGM in 
August 2013, after completing the data gathering phase of the PNG 
Political Gifting Survey which was implemented in four districts to 
coincide with the 2013 Local Level Government (LLG) Elections 
in PNG. Almah and Stephen had also visited SSGM two months 
prior, for four weeks in June 2013, at which time they attended the 
Domestic Observation (PNG National Elections) writer’s workshop 
and the inaugural State of the Pacific conference. The first phase 
of Almah and Stephen’s Visiting Fellowships saw them develop 
and finalise the survey instrument and focus group protocol for 
the Political Gifting Survey. This was done in collaboration with 
the other Canberra based researchers, under the supervision of 
SSGM Convenor Nicole Haley and Kerry Zubrinich. 

During the August 2013 phase of their Visiting Fellowships, 
Almah, Stephen and David completed data entry and started 
analysing the survey results. Each focussed on analysing and 
writing up the data from the districts in which they had led the 
research, namely Namatanai Open, Goroka Open and Koroba-
Lake Kopiago Open respectively. Each received mentoring from 
Nicole Haley and Kerry Zubrinich and from others in the Politics, 
Elections, Leadership and Governance research cluster. During 
her visit Almah Tararia also wrote the application which saw her 
awarded an SSGM Pacific Islands PhD Scholarship.

George Carter, February–April, 2014   
George Carter is an SSGM doctoral student from Samoa. He was 
awarded an SSGM Pacific Islands Scholarship after completing a 
double Masters in the ANU School of International, Political and 
Strategic Studies. Prior to coming to the ANU for postgraduate 
studies, George was the Political Advisor for the US Embassy in 
Apia, Samoa for five years. George took up his Visiting Fellowship 
with SSGM as a research internship after receiving a prestigious 
Australia Award under the Prime Minister’s Pacific Program. 

During his time with SSGM, George worked on a paper he presented 
at the Australian Association for Pacific Studies conference in April 
2014. He worked closely with a number of academic mentors, 
namely Stewart Firth, Nicole Haley, and Roannie Ng Shiu. They 
specifically advised George on ways to develop his research and 
provided him with valuable training on how to present research for 
both academic and policy audiences. He was given further advice 
on how to turn academic research into policy relevant outputs. 
George has since commenced his doctoral studies with SSGM. 
His research project examines Pacific negotiation blocs in regional 
and global climate change forums. 

Romitesh Kant, 2–27 June, 2014 
Romitesh Kant is a Masters Student and teaching assistant in 
the School of Government, Development and International Affairs 
(SGDIA) at the University of the South Pacific in Fiji. Prior to joining 
USP, Romitesh was employed as a Civic/Electoral Education 
Associate with the UNDP-Fiji National Initiative on Civic Education 
(NICE) Project for three years. He also has experience working with 
the Citizen’s Constitutional Forum (CCF) in various capacities on 
projects related to human rights, civic education, and democracy 
for over 5 years. Romitesh returned to ANU as a Pacific visitor 
from June 2014, having won an award for the best paper at the 
2014 Pacific Research Colloquium. 

During his time in Canberra, Romitesh received mentoring and 
feedback on his current research project, principally from Stewart 
Firth, but also from other SSGM staff. He also presented at the 2014 
State of the Pacific Conference in a panel on the 2014 Fiji elections, 
and contributed to a short interview with his fellow panellists on 
the prospects for the 2014 elections in Fiji, available at <http://
asiapacific.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/fiji-elections- 
2014>. As part of his Visiting Fellowship, Romitesh was also 
supported to attend the 2014 Pacific Island Political Studies 
Association Conference in Tahiti, where he presented a paper 
entitled A People’s Constitution? A Critical Analysis of Public 
Participation in the 2012-2013 Constitution-Making Process in 
Fiji. 

http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/fiji-elections-2014
http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/fiji-elections-2014
http://asiapacific.anu.edu.au/news-events/podcasts/fiji-elections-2014
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Pacific Doctoral Candidates

SSGM recruited six PhD candidates from the Pacific 
in 2013/14, all of whom are working on important 
research topics. Each comes with a strong academic 
background and extensive work experience in their 
home countries. More information on SSGM’s 
Pacific doctoral candidates is provided below. 

George Carter 
George commenced his PhD candidacy with SSGM in March 
2014, having also been awarded an SSGM Pacific Islands 
Scholarship. Prior to joining SSGM he completed a Masters of Arts 
in International Relations (with Honours) and Masters of Diplomacy 
with ANU in 2013, under an Australia Awards scholarship. He also 
holds a Bachelors of Arts in Political Science and Pacific Studies 
from Victoria University of Wellington. George’s research examines 
Pacific negotiation blocs in regional and global climate change 
forums. George is an active member of the ANU Community and 
student politics where holds position as: the Vice-President of 
the ANU Postgraduate and Research Students Association, Co-
President of the ANU Pasifika Students Society, Pasifika Australia 
Student Ambassador and the Sub-Dean/Community Coordinator 
for the Toad Hall of residence.

Ellen Kulumbu 
Ellen started her PhD candidacy with SSGM in July 2013. Ellen 
has worked for over 10 years with international development and 
financial institutions including the World Bank, Asian Development 
Bank, European Union and AusAID in the Human and Social 
Development, Governance and Capacity Building, Financial 
Management, Transport and Infrastructure, Economic and Public 
Sector Reform, and Law and Justice sectors.  Prior to working 
with international organizations, Ellen worked for over 10 years 
with the PNG Department of Justice and Attorney General as 
Policy and Research Officer. Ellen’s PhD research project is titled: 
Determinants Influencing Demand and Delivery of Health Services: 
Impact on Maternal and Child Health Outcomes in Papua New 
Guinea.   

Philip Mitna
Philip commenced his PhD studies at the School of Politics and 
International Relations in the ANU College of Arts and Social 
Sciences (CASS) in February 2012. Following the departure of his 
original supervisor, Philip transferred and to SSGM to complete his 
studies. Philip is a career Police Officer who served in the Royal 
Papua New Guinea Constabulary for almost 18 years, in various 
capacities under both operational and administrative commands, 
before taking up studies at the ANU. His PhD research is focussed 
on Papua New Guinea’s national interests and foreign policies.

Lincy Pendeverana
Lincy commenced his candidacy with SSGM in July 2014. Prior 
to joining SSGM, he worked as a lecturer at the former Solomon 
Islands College of Higher Education (SICHE), now the Solomon 
Islands National University (SINU). Lincy completed a BA degree 
in Geography/History and Politics and a Master of Arts Degree in 
Development Studies at the University of the South Pacific (USP) 
in Suva, Fiji. In addition to his work at SICHE and SINU, Lincy was 
regularly engaged as a consultant for national and international 
organizations such as the Solomon Islands Ministry of Education 
and Human Resources Development (MEHRD), The World Bank  
and, the Asian Development Bank. Lincy’s PhD research project 
will examine the governance of natural resources, conflict and 
development in Solomon Islands with a specific focus on Gold 
Mining and Oil Palm industries.

Almah Tararia
Almah, an SSGM Pacific Islands Scholarship holder, started her 
PhD with SSGM in March 2014. Almah, who has a Masters in 
Environmental Law from the University of Sydney, has conducted 
extensive field research in PNG on a number of election-related, 
gender and development projects. In 2012 she led the Namatanai 
Open observation team as part of the PNG General Elections 
Domestic Observation and in 2013 led the follow-up Political 
Gifting Survey in New Ireland Province. Prior to joining SSGM 
Almah was engaged as a consultant with the World Bank’s Justice 
for the Poor Program for four years. Her doctoral research will 
explore women’s political participation and decision-making at the 
local and district level in New Ireland Province and cuts across two 
of SSGM’s clusters: Politics, Elections, Leadership & Governance, 
and Gender, Health and Social Development.

Anita Togolo
Anita started her PhD candidacy with SSGM in February 2014. She 
completed her BA in Anthropology and Japanese at James Cook 
University in 2007. In 2008 Anita graduated with BA First Class 
Honours (Development studies) from ANU. Her honours thesis 
examined the long running debate among some neo-classical 
economists that customary land ownership and economic 
development are irreconcilable. For the last four years Anita has 
worked in Central Australia, predominantly in the community 
sector with at-risk Indigenous youth. Anita’s PhD research is 
part of a broader three-year research project examining social, 
economic and environmental impacts of artisanal and small-scale 
mining in the Autonomous Region of Bougainville, Papua New 
Guinea.
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Building Pathways to Higher Degree Research: Almah Tararia

In late 2013, Almah Tararia, an environmental rights lawyer from Milne Bay Province, Papua New Guinea, was awarded 
an SSGM Pacific Islands Scholarship to undertake doctoral research. She commenced her studies in March, after a long 
association with SSGM and SSGM scholars. Her journey exemplifies the way we use our research capacity building activities 
to build pathways to Higher Degree Research. 

It is often difficult for students with degrees from tertiary institutions in the Pacific to gain direct entry to PhD programs as their 
first degrees are not considered equivalent to Australian qualifications, and even with a coursework Master’s degree they often 
find it difficult to secure scholarships which are highly competitive, due to a lack of research experience. Through our Pacific 
Visitor program, Pacific Research Colloquium and research activities in the region, SSGM seeks to build the research skills of 
young researchers in our region.

In Almah’s case, her association with SSGM dates back to 2009, when she and the SSGM convenor both participated in a 
World Bank Justice for the Poor (J4P) mission to PNG. They subsequently worked together to design and implement a Survey 
on Local Development Planning, Resource Allocation and Benefit Sharing. In 2010, once the fieldwork component of this 
research was complete, Almah undertook her first six-week Visiting Fellowship with SSGM. During that time she wrote up the 
survey findings for Namatanai District, whilst receiving mentoring from Nicole Haley. In 2011 Almah and Nicole collaborated 
again on the design and implementation of J4P’s phase two Benefit Sharing research, concerning the implementation of the 
Ok Tedi Mine continuation agreements. 

In 2012, when Nicole Haley was asked to co-ordinate the PNG General Elections Domestic Observation, she invited Almah 
to lead the Namatanai Open observation team. Following the success of her first piece of elections-related research, Almah 
returned to SSGM in 2013 to undertake a second Visiting Fellowship, this time under the supervision of Nicole Haley and 
Kerry Zubrinich. During the three month fellowship she worked with SSGM colleagues to design and implement a Political 
Gifting Survey, which sought to explore the gendered nature of money politics. After the fieldwork phase of the survey was 
complete, Almah returned to Canberra to complete the data entry and analysis, whilst again receiving mentoring from SSGM 
scholars.  More recently Almah collaborated with Graeme Smith on  a project investigating China’s engagement in the Pacific. 
In 2013, Almah also applied for and won a scholarship to attend the 2014 Pacific Research Colloquium. Over the years we 
have witnessed her research skills and confidence develop to the point she is now ready to undertake a sustained piece of 
independent research. We wish Almah well with her studies.
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Pasifika Australia

Pasifika Australia is an access and equity outreach 
program of the ANU supported by the Student Equity 
Office and the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific. 
SSGM also provides key project and activity support. 
Pasifika Australia was initiated in 2008 by Pacific 
Studies staff and students. Since then the program has 
grown significantly and consists of a wider community 
of ANU and non-ANU students and staff who are 
passionate about equity, educational and identity 
issues facing Pasifika communities in Australia. The 
program uses Pasifika as an umbrella term that refers 
to all peoples from the Pacific region including Papua 
New Guinea and Aotearoa/New Zealand.

The aims of Pasifika Australia are to:

 > encourage Pasifika students in ACT and NSW to aspire to 
higher education through Pacific based lectures and cultural 
workshops

 > raise awareness about Pacific cultures and issues locally and 
nationally

 > enhance educational outcomes for Pasifika communities; and 

 > pursue research questions related to the educational status of 
Pasifika communities in Australia. 

Pasifika Australia facilitates a number of outreach and in-reach 
activities to help increase the aspirations of young Pasifika people 
in higher education and for those who are enrolled at the ANU, 
provide pastoral care assistance to help ensure that students 
of Pacific heritage successfully complete their studies. Pasifika 
Australia is located at Farea Pasifika, a dedicated study and 
lounge space for students of Pacific heritage and those interested 
in Pacific Studies.

Since 2011 students of Pacific Islander heritage have been able to 
identify as Pacific Islander at enrolment. The data so far shows an 
increase in the number of Pacific Islander students (both domestic 
and international) enrolling at ANU. Since data collection began 
the number of enrolments has more than doubled, increasing 
from 71 students in 2011 to 175 students in 2014. Over half of 
these students engage actively with Pasifika Australia through its 
social, academic and pastoral support programs. A brief overview 
of Pasifika Australia in-reach and out-reach events is provided 
below.

ANU Pasifika Australia Ambassadors
The success of the program has largely been due to the Pasifika 
Australia Ambassadors who volunteer their time to assist with 
programs. The ambassadors include tertiary students from ANU, 
University of Canberra and CIT. Every year new ambassadors are 
trained and at the end of the year they are given certificates and 
celebrate with an end of year dinner. Pasifika Australia also hosts 
graduation lunches for all Pacific students graduating and at the 
ceremonies graduands are given lolly necklaces, a tradition from 
Samoa to celebrate achievement.

Pasifika Australia Youth Camp (PAYC)
This is the flagship event for Pasifika Australia. The PAYC is an 
educational and cultural immersion program designed for high 
school students in years 9 and 10. The camp includes informative, 
interactive and fun workshops celebrating Pasifika culture and 
encouraging educational aspirations.  The workshop is held over 
three days at the ANUs Acton and Kioloa (South Coast NSW) 
campuses.  Students are mentored by ANU Pasifika ambassadors. 

Vaka Pasifika

Vaka Pasifika is a follow up workshop from the PAYC and is 
designed for Pasifika students in Years 11 and 12 from ACT, NSW 
and VIC who are currently on a university pathway. This two-day 
workshop held entirely at the Acton campus provides students 
with an opportunity to explore and engage with some of the 
different disciplinary subjects that the seven ANU Colleges have 
to offer. The workshop involves a series of lectures, tutorials and 
activities delivered by ANU Ambassadors, Pacific lecturers and 
teaching assistants. 

Pacific Day
Pacific Day is an annual on-campus event for the wider ANU 
community to celebrate and promote awareness of the diversity 
of Pacific cultures.  The event is organised by the Pasifika Student 
Society and supported by Pasifika Australia.  The event showcases 
different Pacific cultures by ANU Pacific student groups and ACT 
Pacific community groups through dance, song and language. 

Pasifika Music Outreach Program
The program is delivered in collaboration with the ANU School 
of Music and brings students together to create, rehearse, and 
perform their own dance and music to create an hour-long 
concert to perform in front of six primary schools in Canberra. The 
program runs for six weeks towards the end of the year.

Learning Pasifika
Given the growing demand for more Pacific Studies content for 
high schools in Canberra, Pasifika Australia runs Pacific Studies 
lectures and tutorials four times across the school year for high 
school students. Some Canberra schools allow students to gain 
credit for attendance and participation in this program.

Bougainville Women’s Federation Research 
Training
In May 2014, Richard Eves spent a week in Bougainville, where 
he trained young women in social science research methods. The 
women came from twelve of Bougainville’s districts and returned 
there to undertake research into barriers to young women’s lead-
ership. Richard was accompanied by Tessa Walsh from the Inter-
national Women’s Development Agency (IWDA), who has been 
working closely with the Bougainville Women’s Federation (BWF) 
to develop their organisational capacity. Isabel Koredong, who at-
tended the 2014 Pacific Research Colloquium, is the leader of the 
research team and assisted in the training. The research training is 
part of an ongoing collaboration between SSGM’s Gender, Health 
and Social Development cluster and IWDA. While in Bougainville, 
Richard also discussed supporting IWDA and BWF in a Bougain-
ville-wide workforce survey that will be carried out later in the year. 
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Teaching 

In addition to training and nurturing the current 
and next generation of researchers from across 
the region, SSGM staff are committed to ensuring 
that Pacific Studies remains front and centre as a 
study option for the next generation of researchers 
in Australia. As part of SSGM’s mandate to raise 
the profile of the Pacific and Australian policy in the 
region, SSGM has made a strategic move into the 
teaching of undergraduate and graduate courses in 
Pacific Studies over the past few years. Currently, 
SSGM staff convene the following courses:  

Environment, Conflict and Development in the 
Western Pacific

This course examines contemporary relationships between 
environment, development and conflict in Melanesia, with a 
particular focus on Papua New Guinea, Solomon Islands and 
Vanuatu. 

Navigating Pacific Studies
This is the ANU College of Asia and the Pacific’s first ever online 
course.  It is structured around three learning modules — past, 
present and future. The first explores the voyages that brought the 
original inhabitants to the region and examines the stories people 
told about these journeys; the second explores the more recent 
voyages that Pacific people have taken to places like Australia, 
New Zealand and the United States; and the third draws together 
these two together to help us imagine and prepare for the future.

Conflict Management and Resolution 
This course presents students with an in-depth understanding of 
the theory and practice of conflict management and resolution. 
Drawing on case studies from across Asia and the Pacific, in 
particular Bougainville, West Papua and Timor-Leste, the course 
considers topics such as: understanding contemporary conflicts, 
conflict prevention, conflict containment and peacekeeping, 
peacemaking, constitution making, peace-building, post-conflict 
reconstruction and reconciliation and justice. 

Pacific Politics
This is the only course dedicated to Pacific politics in Australia. In 
this course, students have access to the ANU’s leading experts 
on regional politics and the most recent research, both from within 
SSGM and other parts of the university. This course is for those 
seeking to understand the politics and international relations of 
the Pacific region, and Australia’s role in it.  

Law, Order and Conflict in the Pacific / Conflict and 
Development in the Pacific
These intensive courses equip students with tools to develop 
analytical skills into social order and development in the region. 
Using case studies from Papua New Guinea, the Solomon 
Islands, Vanuatu and Timor-Leste, the course explores critical 
issues including: competing and changing notions of social order; 
the role of, and relation between, state and non-state processes 
of social control; patterns of conflict and conflict stresses; internal 
and external responses to problems of law and order in the Asia 
Pacific, and the dynamics of peace processes and post-conflict 
reconstruction throughout the region. 

Gender, Nature and Development

This course introduces the key elements of the evolution, the 
current debates of, and analytical approaches to, gender and 
development. It provides an overview of the contemporary ap-
proaches to gender empowerment and gender mainstreaming. 
This is done through a balance of regional and case studies from 
different cultural contexts including South Asia, Southeast Asia, 
and the Pacific. 
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SSGM’s Pacific Research Fellowships are offered 
through a competitive process to academic 
researchers from Melanesia, the wider Pacific 
and Timor Leste for a period of 12–18 months to 
conduct a program of research and writing at the 
ANU. The Fellowships are especially designed 
to provide established academics with the time 
and space to write away from busy teaching and 
administrative schedules at their home institution. 
As well as being expected to publish their research 
in academic forums and SSGM publication series, 
Pacific Research Fellows are required to present 
their research to academic and policy audiences 
in Canberra through seminars, conference 
presentations and briefings. 

P A C I F I C  R E S E A R C H 
F E L L O W S H I P  

Priya Chattier 
In April 2013 SSGM was pleased to welcome Priya Chattier who 
joined us from the University of South Pacific, where she had 
pioneered and headed the University’s first-ever Gender Studies 
program. Priya completed her PhD in Sociology at the Australian 
National University in 2008. Her doctoral research explored 
the dynamics of survival, self-respect and agency in the lived 
experiences of women living in poverty in rural Fiji. Priya’s work 
is located at the intersections of academic and activist work on 
gender equality, women’s economic empowerment, measuring 
poverty and gender disparity with a focus on Sen’s capability 
approach; gender relations in the Pacific especially masculinity 
in crisis, Hindu womanhood and diaspora, and social change in 
contemporary Fiji and the Pacific Island Countries. 

Since joining SSGM, Priya has actively contributed to the program, 
giving presentations in the SSGM seminar series and at the 2014 
State of the Pacific Conference, where she presented a paper 
entitled Conversations on Ideal Images with Women and Men in 
Fiji Islands in the Gender Norms in Transition session; writing two 
SSGM In Briefs: Poverty Measurement: What’s Gender Got to do 
with it? Findings from Fiji: Part 1 (In Brief 2014/15) and Gendered 

Priorities to Move Out of Poverty — Findings from Fiji: Part 2 
(In Brief 2014/20) and a Discussion Paper titled Gender Really 
Matters: Perspectives from Fieldwork in Fiji and Implications for 
Poverty Measurement. 

Priya’s recent research and publications focus on the capability 
approach and gender-sensitive measures of poverty and on, 
Gender and Hinduism in Fiji. She is currently involved in a large 
research collaboration with IWDA and the Fiji Bureau of Statistics, 
leading research on the use of the Individual Deprivation Measure 
in Fiji (see Developing Research Collaborations). Prior to joining 
SSGM, Priya was involved in various research projects including 
an ARC-funded project which supported Fiji-based fieldwork on 
Assessing Development: Designing Better Indices for Poverty and 
Gender Equity. She was also lead researcher for the World Bank’s 
qualitative rapid assessment in Fiji which informed the 2012 World 
Development Report on Gender and Economic Choice. In 2013, 
Priya was also engaged as the National Consultant for AusAID’s 
Fiji Market Development Fund’s research project on gender and 
poverty in the horticulture and tourism sectors in Fiji. 

Priya’s research in the coming year will also contribute to the 
Gender cluster’s research stream examining The Changing 
Nature of Gender, Sexuality and Marriage, through a project which 
explores how contemporary women in Fiji use the viewing of Indian 
social opera to resist traditional gender norms in the household.
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L i n k a g e s  & 
P a r t n e r s h i P s 

SSGM maintains and continues to develop collab-
orative links with institutions from across the region 
and on the international stage. These links are 
desirable as they help to ensure that SSGM fulfills its 
core objectives by conducting credible research in the 
countries of the region; disseminating this research 
effectively to key stakeholders; and supporting the 
development of research skills building in the Pacific 
in order to support the next generation of Pacific 
researchers.   

Our major activities that are conducted in partnership with other 
institutions are listed below. Please note many of these partner-
ships are referenced elsewhere in this report. they are revisited 
here to demonstrate the depth of our linkages and research part-
nerships.

Do No Harm Research Project
Partner: International Women’s Development Agency
During 2014, richard eves, in collaboration with international 
Women’s Development agency (iWDa), commenced a new 
research project: Do no harm: Understanding the relationship 
Between Women’s economic empowerment and Violence 
against Women in Melanesia. the research examines the 
relationship between economic inclusion and empowerment 
programs and violence against women in three countries in the 
cultural region of Melanesia (solomon islands, Vanuatu and Papua 
new guinea). specifically, it seeks to find ways of empowering 
women economically and improving their livelihood security 
without compromising their safety and well-being. the Do no 
harm research commenced in June with fieldwork taking place 
in the solomon islands over the months of July and august. the 
research team included richard eves, stephanie Lusby and three 
solomon island researchers, rose Martin, Mary-Fay Maeni and 
thompson araia, with organisational support from iWDa’s Jo 
Brislane. rose Martin attended the Pacific research Colloquium 
at the beginning of 2014 on secondment from the secretariat of 
the Pacific Community. 

Individual Deprivation Measures Research Project
Partner: International Women’s Development Agency
During 2014, Priya Chattier was involved in developing collabora-
tive work with iWDa and the Fiji Bureau of statistics to trial the use 
of an individual Deprivation Measure (iDM) in Fiji. the trial is part of 
Pacific Women shaping Pacific Development’s Fiji Country Work 
Plan. the first trial of the iDM was conducted in the Philippines 
in 2013, and it is anticipated that the second trial in Fiji will clarify 
whether the tools developed will be capable of revealing gender 
differences in deprivation where they exist. Following its use in Fiji, 
Priya expects that further use of the research methodology in Mel-
anesia will enhance knowledge on the gendered nature of poverty.

Mobile Men and Money Project  
Partner: Papua New Guinea Institute of Medical 
Research
another example of ongoing research collaboration is richard 
eves’ work with angela kelly-hanku, principal researcher with the 
Papua new guinea institute of Medical research, on her project, 
Mobile Men and Money. this project examines the impact of de-
velopment, mobility and income remittance on sexual health risk 
and vulnerability for Papua new guineans, in particular landown-
ers and their sexual partners in selected areas affected by the 
exxon-Mobil Lng project. the aim of the research is to identify 
strategies and points of entry to mitigate the sexual health im-
pacts of large-scale resource extraction projects. During July and 
august 2013 richard travelled to goroka and worked closely with 
angela and her research team on the development of the research 
questions before accompanying them to hela Province, where he 
spent a month supervising the research. 

HIV Workshop 
Partner: University of Papua
Continuing her commitment to hiV research in West Papua, Jenny 
Munro has been instrumental in organising a three day stakehold-
er workshop on Developing an indigenous-led approach to hiV 
Prevention in tanah Papua planned for late 2014. Jenny has been 
working closely with collaborators in Canada, australia and indo-
nesia, including the University of Papua (UniPa). the workshop will 
focus on developing a hiV prevention and treatment strategy, the 
first of its kind in West Papua that better addresses the prevalence 
of hiV among indigenous Papuans. Workshop outcomes will in-
form policy, future research, capacity-building, and program activ-
ities, with the partnership between ssgM and the UniPa facilitat-
ing future research and capacity-building activities in West Papua. 
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Small-Scale and Illegal Mining in Bougainville 
Partner: Griffith University 
Anthony Regan is co-investigator, with Professor Ciaran O’Fair-
cheallaigh (Griffith University), on an Australian Development 
Research Award (ADRA) for research on Small-Scale and Illegal 
Mining in Bougainville. Small-scale gold mining is a new, signifi-
cant and growing industry in Bougainville, with mining occurring 
in about 35 areas of Bougainville. This is probably the first major 
research project ever to attempt a detailed analysis of the social 
and economic context of small-scale mining anywhere in Papua 
New Guinea.

Improving Women’s Leadership, Political 
Participation and Decision Making in the Pacific 

Partner: Centre for Democratic Institutions
In mid-2013, SSGM Convenor Nicole Haley and Research Fellow 
Kerry Zubrinich initiated a Pacific Women Shaping Pacific Devel-
opment project comprising a suite of interrelated research activ-
ities. We have or are currently collaborating with CDI colleagues 
on two of these activities. We are also working in collaboration to 
see that findings from our research inform CDI programing and 
activities, particularly in the area of training and support for women 
candidates. 

Voter Survey on Attitudes Towards Women 
Candidates in Solomon Islands

Partner: Solomon Island’s Young Women’s 
Parliamentary Group
SSGM’s Nicole Haley and Kerry Zubrinich have agreed, in collabo-
ration with CDI’s Hannah McMahon, to help the Solomon Island’s 
Young Women’s Parliamentary Group design and implement a 
UNDP-funded survey concerning voter attitudes towards women 
candidates in Solomon Islands. The survey is to be undertaken in 
the lead-up to the forthcoming Solomon Islands elections.

Analytical Framework to Engage with Developmental 
Leadership in the Pacific

Partner: Pacific Leadership Program
SSGM’s Nicole Haley and Julien Barbara developed an analytical 
framework on developmental leadership in the Pacific. The frame-
work was designed to assist the Pacific Leadership Program to 
support strategically emerging developmental leaders across the 
region. Applying the framework, SSGM undertook country scans 
across PLP’s four partner countries — Tonga, Samoa, Solomon 
Islands and Vanuatu — to identify emerging leaders and oppor-
tunities for future program support. SSGM will continue to collab-
orate with PLP in supporting developmental leaders across the 
region, including through a strategic research program to inform 
PLP’s future program assistance, including in the areas of youth 
unemployment, diasporas and private sector leadership.
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Through the website, social media, and email 
communication, we are engaging with more people 
than ever before. Our staff, students and visitors 
have featured prominently in the media in the past 
year — and we have been able to track over 60 
discrete media contributions — whether in print, 
radio or television, featuring members of SSGM. 
Of our media contributions, the highlights were the 
very significant regional and international coverage 
that Richard Eves and Miranda Forsyth received 
around sorcery and witchcraft in PNG in mid-2013, 
as well as Virisila Buadromo’s participation on ABC’s 
Q&A program during her visit for 2014 State of the 
Pacific conference. Our staff also contributed to 
public discourse and debate through blogs, and by 
conducting numerous significant public lectures and 
seminars throughout the year. 

In 2014/15 we will further build our outreach program. We will 
videoconference our seminars and other key events so that 
audiences outside of Canberra - particularly those in the region - 
can participate. Our website will be revamped so that publications, 
podcasts and videos are more accessible. Dissemination of 
research to audiences in the region will be ramped up, and we 
will endeavour to communicate and discuss key regional issues in 
mainstream Australia through an increased media presence and 
through more effective communication of research findings. We 
will continue to use social media as a tool for communication, but 
also as a means for developing a community of practice around 
key issues. We will also develop an alumni group, given the many 
people, some in prominent positions, throughout the region who 
have had an association with SSGM in its 18 years of existence. 

You can connect with us in the following ways: 

Email ssgm@anu.edu.au

Web http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/ 

Twitter  @ANUSSGM

Facebook @ANUSSGM

O U T R E A C H

mailto:ssgm@anu.edu.au
http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm/


66 State, Society & Governance in Melanesia

Politics, Elections, Leadership  
& Governance Research Cluster

P E O P L E

Nicole Haley 
Associate Professor, Head of Program and Head of Cluster

Research Interests: Melanesian ethnography; political economy; land politics; elections and electoral 
politics in Melanesia; social identity; conflict and armed violence; gender; HIV/AIDS; women’s political 
participation

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; Solomon Islands

Disciplinary Background: anthropology

Nicole.Haley@anu.edu.au

	  

Julien Barbara, Fellow

Convenor of the Centre for Democratic 
Institutions (CDI) Research Interests: post-
conflict state- building; service delivery in 
fragile contexts; elections and development; 
development relationships in the Pacific

Country Experience: Solomon Islands; Timor 
Leste

Disciplinary Background: political economy

Julien.Barbara@anu.edu.au

Stewart Firth, Fellow

Research Interests: politics of Fiji; Australian 
policy towards the Pacific Islands; international 
relations of the Pacific Islands; state building 
and intervention.

Country Experience: Fiji; Papua New Guinea; 
Cook Islands

Disciplinary Background: Pacific history; 
political science

Stewart.Firth@anu.edu.au

Thiago Oppermann, Research Fellow 
Research Interests: Melanesian anthropology; 
Bougainville; political anthropology; ethnography 
of the state; Melanesian social movements; 
Austronesian social organization; kinship and 
land tenure systems in Melanesia; anthropology 
of development; political economy.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; 
Bougainville

Disciplinary Background: anthropology.  
Thiago.Oppermann@anu.edu.au

Graeme Smith, Fellow

Research Interests: state-society interactions; 
rural politics in China; bureaucratic contestation; 
resource projects in PNG; mining in PNG; and 
agribusiness.

Country Experience: China; Papua New Guinea; 
Samoa; New Caledonia; Tonga

Disciplinary Background: politics; rural sociology; 
development studies; China studies; international 
business; environmental chemistry

Graeme.Smith@anu.edu.au
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Ceridwen Spark, Research Fellow

Research Interests: emerging women leaders 
in the Pacific; gender and social change, 
women’s political participation; education and 
gender; gender and economic empowerment; 
women in the media

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea, 
Solomon Islands

Disciplinary Background: gender studies; 
interdisciplinary indigenous studies

Ceridwen.Spark@anu.edu.au

Terence Wood, CDI Research Fellow 
Research Interests:  aid, MDGs, governance, 
electoral politics, social capital, collective 
action.

Country Experience: Solomon Islands, New 
Zealand

Disciplinary Background: political science

Terence.Wood@anu.edu.au

Kerry Zubrinich, Research Fellow 

Research Interests: social organisations found 
in the Pacific and their internal and external 
ramifications for the indigenous populations; 
(cosmologies) as evident in everyday life and 
ritual; gender relations in the Pacific region 
(Australia included); policing of indigenous 
Australians; women’s political participation.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea, 
Papua

Disciplinary Background: anthropology

Kerry.Zubrinich@anu.edu.au
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Conflict, Justice & Peace Building 
Research Cluster

Sinclair Dinnen  
Associate Professor and Head of Cluster

Research Interests: post-colonial state formation; plural policing; regulatory pluralism; law & justice 
reform; political ordering; development discourse and practice; crime; conflict; peacebuilding; nation-
building.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; Solomon Islands

Disciplinary Background: law

Sinclair.Dinnen@anu.edu.au

Melissa Demian, Fellow

Research Interests: local courts and 
informal conflict resolution mechanisms; the 
constitutional status of customary law; legal 
plural-ism; strategic claims to custom/culture/
tradition such as ‘culture loss’ and the ‘cultural 
defense’; property theory; co-operatives and 
mutualism.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea

Disciplinary Background: anthropology

Melissa.Demian@anu.edu.au

Susan Dixon, Research Fellow

Research Interests: Australia›s relations 
with Pacific Island countries, especially the 
Australian-led intervention in Solomon Islands; 
conflict and peace processes; indigenous 
knowledge; critical geopolitics.

Country Experience: Solomon Islands.

Disciplinary Background: geography

Susan.Dixon@anu.edu.au

Miranda Forsyth, Fellow

Research Interests: law (criminal justice 
and intellectual property); non-state justice 
systems; legal pluralism; law and development; 
Pacific island countries’ legal orders.

Country Experience: Vanuatu; Papua New 
Guinea; Fiji; Samoa

Disciplinary Background: law

Miranda.Forsyth@anu.edu.au

Lia Kent, Research Fellow

Research Interests: post-conflict peace-building 
and reconciliation (including transitional justice 
mechanisms, commemorative practices, local 
justice mechanisms, civil society advocacy, 
reparations); legal pluralism; identity politics; 
gender; nation-building.

Country Experience: Timor Leste

Disciplinary Background: socio-legal studies

Lia.Kent@anu.edu.au

Gordon Peake, Fellow

Research Interests: law and justice reform; 
bureaucratic ontologiesof donor organisations; 
policy transfer; political leadership; histories of 
Timor-Leste; Pacific history.

Country Experience: Timor Leste; Vanuatu; Papua 
New Guinea

Disciplinary Background: Politics; International 
Relations

Gordon.Peake@anu.edu.au
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Gender, Health & Social 
Development Research Cluster 

Richard Eves 
Associate Professor and Head of Cluster 

Research Interests: Melanesian ethnography (especially religion and social/cultural change); medical 
anthropology (especially international public health and HIV/AIDS); gender (especially masculinity); and 
gender-based violence; sorcery & witchcraft; women’s economic empowerment. 

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; Bougainville; Solomon Islands 

Disciplinary Background: anthropology 

Richard.Eves@anu.edu.au 

Priya Chattier, Pacific Island Research 
Fellow

Research Interests: women’s economic 
empowerment in Fiji; measuring poverty and 
gender disparity; gender; Hindu womanhood and 
diaspora; gender relations in the Pacific especially 
masculinity in crisis.

Country Experience: Fiji

Disciplinary Background: sociology

Priya.Chattier@anu.edu.au

John Cox, Research Fellow

Research Interests: anthropology of finance; 
anthropology of Christianity; urbanisation and the 
middle class of Melanesia; discourses of nation and 
citizenship; local understandings of and responses 
to climate change in Kiribati

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; Solomon 
Islands; Kiribati

Disciplinary Background: anthropology

John.Cox@anu.edu.au

Sarah Logan, Research Fellow

Research Interests: political and social impact of 
ICT in Melanesia and developing democracies; 
the impact of the Internet on international politics; 
conflict and peace building; corruption and 
transparency; political economy.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea

Disciplinary Background: international relations; 
peace and conflict studies; linguistics

Sarah.Logan@anu.edu.au

Jenny Munro, Research Fellow

Research Interests: cultural and medical 
anthropology; HIV/AIDS (indigenous 
and cultural approaches to prevention 
and treatment;preventing mother-to-
child transmission); education, youth 
and development; alcohol and violence; 
indigenous-state relations. 

Country Experience: Papua

Disciplinary Background: anthropology

Jenny.Munro@anu.edu.au

Roannie Ng Shiu, Pacific Studies 
Outreach and Research Fellow 

Research Interests: health, cultural and social 
geographies with a particular interest in Pacific 
migration and transnationalism; health and 
educational inequalities; inequities that Pacific 
communities experience in Australia and New 
Zealand.

Country Experience: Samoa; New Zealand

Disciplinary Background: geography.

Roannie.Ng@anu.edu.au



70 State, Society & Governance in Melanesia

Livelihoods, Rural Development & Extractive 
Industries Research Cluster

Anthony Regan   
Fellow and Head of Cluster

Research Interests: conflict reconciliation and peace processes in Melanesia; Law and politics in 
developing countries (especially Papua New Guinea and Uganda); decentralisation policy in developing 
countries.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; Bougainville; Fiji

Disciplinary Background: law

Anthony.Regan@anu.edu.au

Matthew Allen, Fellow

Research Interests: political ecology and 
political economy of extractive resource 
industries and resource conflict in the 
Western Pacific;agrarian change and rural 
development; local-level governance;peace 
and conflict

Country Experience: Solomon Islands; Papua 
New Guinea

Disciplinary Background: human geography

Matthew.Allen@anu.edu.au

Kylie McKenna, Research Fellow

Research Interests: Corporate social 
responsibility; resource conflict;business and 
peace, conflict and peace building; extractive 
industries;post-conflict reconstruction.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; 
Bougainville); Papua

Disciplinary Background: sociology

Kylie.McKenna@anu.edu.au

Timothy Sharp, Research Fellow

Research Interests: human geography; rural 
development; livelihoods; informal economy; 
marketplaces; betel nut; environmental 
planning; social impact assessment and 
resource development with a focus on 
Melanesia and the Pacific.

Country Experience: Papua New Guinea; 
Kiribati

Disciplinary Background: human geography

Timothy.Sharp@anu.edu.au

Pyone Myat Thu, Research Fellow

Research Interests:  East Timor (or Timor-
Leste) ethnography; household access to land; 
rural livelihoods; migration, and belonging(s).

Country Experience: Timor Leste

Disciplinary Background: human geography

Pyone.Thu@anu.edu.au
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Joel Nilon    
Program Manager — Research Communication & Training

Responsible for: Research communication; outreach and external engagement, including with DFAT 
and regional institutions; development of policy training activities.  

Joel.Nilon@anu.edu.au 

SSGM Professional Staff

Luke Hambly

Program Manager – Communication & 
Reporting

Responsible for: Formal reporting; program 
planning; internal communications; monitoring 
and evaluation.

Luke.Hambly@anu.edu.au

Jonathan Barrett

Digital Web & Technologies Officer

Responsible for: Maintenance of SSGM 
website; marketing and communications 
through digital technology and social media; 
web publishing & digital publishing. A/Video. 

Jonathan.Barrett@anu.edu.au

Peta Hill 

Senior Program Administrator

Responsible for: Overall program 
administration; budget/financial management; 
program and activity logistics; university 
engagement. 

Peta.Hill@anu.edu.au 

Louana Gaffey

Assistant Administrator

Responsible for: Program administration; 
activity administration; logistics support; event 
co-ordination.   

Louana.Gaffey@anu.edu.au 

Hannah McMahon

Centre for Democratic Institutions Project 
Officer

Responsible for: Activity implementation; 
program administration; financial management; 
outreach and research communication.

Hannah.McMahon@anu.edu.au
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SSGM PhD Candidate Listing

SSGM’s PhD program is a vibrant community of researchers pursuing some of the most important long term 
research questions relevant to Melanesia, Timor-Leste and the broader Pacific. The PhD program began in 
2008 and as of mid-2014 it comprises a diverse group of 30 candidates including former senior policymakers, 
Pacific Island researchers, Pacific development practitioners, senior ADF personnel, and graduate students:

Name Research Topic Contact

Kerryn Baker Experiments with Quotas for Women In the Legislatures of the 
Pacific Islands Region

kerryn.baker@anu.edu.au 

Stephen Blair Does Papua New Guinea’s Constitutional and Legal 
Framework Alone Explain Why There Has Been No Successful 
Military intervention in Politics?

stephen_h_blair@hotmail.com

George Carter Pacific Negotiating Blocs: A Case for Pacific Regionalism and 
Leadership in Setting the Global Development Agenda

george.carter@anu.edu.au 

Stephen Close Understanding Public Policy on Education and Labour 
Markets in Pacific Small Island States

stephen.close@anu.edu.au

Pete Connelly China–Australia Relations and Military Co-operation in PNG, 
Vanuatu and Fiji

peteconnolly@rocketmail.com

Claire Cronin Speaking Suffering in the Solomon Islands: Narrative and 
Transitional Justice in Post-Conflict Melanesia

clair.cronin@anu.edu.au

Meabh Cryan Drafting Policies of Exclusion: Contested Rights and Narratives 
in Timor-Leste’s Land Policy

meabh.cryan@anu.edu.au

Shaun Gessler China Answers Yali’s Question?: Landowner Politics at 
Ramu Nickel

shaun.gessler@anu.edu.au

Cara Heaven Australian Governance Aid in Papua New Guinea cara.heaven@anu.edu.au

Sue Ingram Framing Post-Conflict Political Settlements within a 
Constitution: The Experience of Timor-Leste, Bougainville and 
Solomon Islands

sue.ingram@anu.edu.au

Ellen Kulumbu Why Education and Money Have Not Improved Maternal and 
Child Health Outcomes In Papua New Guinea — Exploring 
Relationship between Determinants for Demand and Delivery 
of Health Services

ellen.kulumbu@anu.edu.au

Stephanie Lusby Constructing ‘Goodness’: Intersections between HIV 
Prevention and Anti-Violence Against Women Discourses and 
Masculinity in East New Britain, Papua New Guinea

stephanie.lusby@anu.edu.au

Armindo Maia The Role of Education in Nationalism and Nation-Building in 
Post-Independence Timor-Leste

armindo.maia@anu.edu.au

Daniel McAvoy From Colonialism to Development: Continuity and Divergence 
in the Theory and Practice of State Building

d.mcavoy@uea.ac.uk

Katie McBryde The Role of China in the Pacific and the impact on 
Australian Foreign and Aid Policy

katie.mcbyrde@anu.edu.au

Theresa Meki to be confirmed theresa.meki@anu.edu.au

Philip Mitna The ‘Look North’ Policy and its Implications on National 
Security in Papua New Guinea

philip.mitna@anu.edu.au
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David Oakeshott Teaching the Violent Past? History Education after Civil 
Conflict in the Pacific

david.oakeshott@anu.edu.au

Suzanne O’Neill Does Ownership Matter? An Exploration of Whether (and if 
so, how?) the Paris Declaration Promotes Better Health and 
Development Outcomes in Fragile Countries in the Pacific

suzanne.oneill@anu.edu.au

Scott Robertson New Caledonian Citizenship scott.robertson@anu.edu.au

Michelle Rooney Transformations in Coping Mechanisms and Safety Nets 
Through an Exploration of the Relationships between Village 
Communities and Emigrant Relatives in PNG

michelle.rooney@anu.edu.au

James Scambary Youth Groups, Gangs and Informal Security Groups in 
East Timor

james.scambary@anu.edu.au

Almah Tararia Women’s Leadership in New Ireland almah.tararia@anu.edu.au

Asha Titus              Global Value Chains and the Networked Economy: ICTs and 
the Spaces and Times of Globalisation in the Asian Century

asha.titus@anu.edu.au

Anita Togolo Women and Artisanal and Small-Scale Mining in 
Bougainville: Does Matriliny Play a Role?

anita.togolo@anu.edu.au

Colin Wiltshire Financing and Delivering Services in PNG’s Changing

Political Economy

 colin.wiltshire@anu.edu.au

Terence Wood The Ties that Unbind? Ethnic Identity and Voter 
Behaviour in Solomon Islands

terence.wood@anu.edu.au

Denghua Zhang A Promising New Trend? Factors Driving Growing Chinese Aid 
Co-operation

denghua.zhang@anu.edu.au 
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SSGM Visiting Fellows & Adjunct/Emeritus Appointments
In addition to our staff and students, SSGM has 13 Visiting Fellows and Adjunct or Emeritus scholars 
attached to the program. Collectively they make a substantial contribution to the program, particularly 
through guest lectures and involvement in our activities. 

Name Contact

Bryant Allen bryant.allen@anu.edu.au

Dr Mike Bourke mike.bourke@anu.edu.au

Dr Jack Corbett jack.corbett@anu.edu.au

Professor James Fox james.fox@anu.edu.au

Dr Jon Fraenkel jon.fraenkel@anu.edu.au

David Hegarty david.hegarty@anu.edu.au

Stephanie Lawson stephanie.lawson@anu.edu.au

Dr Scott MacWilliam scott.macwilliam@anu.edu.au

Dr Ron J May ron.may@anu.edu.au

Associate Professor Katja Mikhailovich katja.mikhailovich@canberra.edu.au

Dr Andrew Murray apmurray@cis.catholic.edu.au

Doug Porter doug.porter@anu.edu.au

Dr Elizabeth Reid elizabeth.reid@anu.edu.au
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S S G M  F u n d i n G

The State, Society and Governance in Melanesia Program acknowledges the support of the Australian 
Government through the Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade (DFAT) and The Australian National 
University.  Funding from DFAT provides core support for the State, Society and Governance in Melanesia 
program, the Centre for Democratic Institutions and the Women’s Leadership and Decision Making Project.

Note: The funding from DFAT in 2013/14 for the Centre for Democratic Institutions and the Women’s Leadership and 
Decision Making Project will support activities to be undertaken in 2014/15.  

INCOME  $8,385,143.15 

Core Income Carry Forwards  $493,803.00 

Core Income  

     National Institute Funding (‘Block Grant’)  $449,450.00 

     Performance Income  $782,811.00 

     Teaching Revenue  $114,100.35 

     Internal transfers  $983,704.00 

SSGM Core Funding (DFAT)  $3,479,568.00 

      Interest  $9,388.17 

Centre for Democratic Institutions Core Funding (DFAT)   $1,880,000.00 

     Interest  $5,095.02 

Women’s Leadership and Decision Making Project (DFAT)  $187,223.61 

EXPENSES  $6,192,166.88 

SSGM Salaries  $3,002,906.98 

Program Operating Expenses  $188,668.08 

Research Activities  $709,517.38 

Pacific Research Colloquium  $120,371.15 

State of the Pacific  $65,836.24 

Other Outreach Activities  $344,318.68 

Administrative costs associated with activities  $434,946.00 

School and College Overheads  $715,624.00 

Centre for Democratic Institutions Salaries  $205,897.90 

Centre for Democratic Institutions Activities  $284,596.08 

Women’s Leadership and Decision Making Project Activities  $119,484.39 

ACTIVITY CARRY FORWARDS 2014/2015  $1,457,245.24 

     CDI Activities  $1,389,506.02 

     Women’s Leadership and Decision Making Project   $67,739.22 

END OF YEAR OPERATING RESULT  $735,731.03 
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The Australian National University 
Canberra ACT 0200 Australia

T +61 2 6125 1527  
E ssgm@anu.edu.au  
W http://ips.cap.anu.edu.au/ssgm
CRICOS Provider Number 00120C
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